
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 






Digitized by Google 






dbyG00gl( 



d by Google 



Digitized by Google 






Digitized by Google 



IL _. 



Digitized by Google 



] ^>;, >. ;.- >: 



\ 






Digitized by Google 







Digilized by Google 



I Digifeedby'^CjOOQlC 



>1 



^ 'Vv 



Digitized by Google 



THE 

WORKS 



BRITISH POETS. 



LIVES OF THE AUTHORS, 

BT 

EZEKIEL SANFOBD. 



VOL vin. 
MILTON. 



PHILADELPHIA: 
PUBUSHID BT MITCHELL, AHfiS, AND WHITE. 
BiowB, Pitekr. 

1819. 



. Digitized by Google 



II 



11 



Eastern District •f Pmmyfoania, tovk: 

B^ IT RElfEMBERED, that on the tuteenth dmj of March, 
m the forty-third year of the mdependenee of the United State* 
of America, A. D. 1819, Ezekiel Sanfiml, of the Mid district, hath 
deiMMtted m this offiee the title of a birak, the right whereof he 
dainu ai profrielQr, m the wor4t Allowii^, to wit : 

" The Woiki of the British Poetf. With Lives of the Authors hy 
Ezekiel SanfimL" 

In confiMinity to the act of the Congress of the United States, 
entitled, **An act fbr the encomagenieBt of Jeammg, by secur- 
ing the eopies tiX maps, diarts, and books, to the authors and 
proprietors of such copies, daring the times therein mentioned.'*— 
And also to the act, entitled, '" An act supplementarr to an act, 
entitled, * An act for the encouragement oTleaming, by securing 
the comes of maps, duurts, and books, to the authon and proprie- 
tors or such copies, during the times therein roentiooed,* and 
extending the benefiu thereof to the arts of designing, engmving, 
and etching historical and other prints.** 

D. CALDWELL, 
Cleik of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 
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ENCOMIUMS UPON MILTON. 



PABADISUM MOSSJIM SUMMI POET^ 

joffji/srjsris jmLTOJ^L 

. • 8AMT7ELE BAK&OW, K. D. AUCTORE. 

Qui legis Amissam Paradisum, grstndia magni 

Caimina MiLTom, quid nisi cuncta legis ? 
Res cunctas, etcunctanim primordia renim, 

£t fata, et fines, continet iste liber. 
Intima panduntur magpu penetralia mundi, 

Scribitur et toto quicquid in orbe latet: 
Terraeque, tractiisque maris, coeUmque profundum, 

Sulphureumque Erebi, flanuniyomumque specus: 
Quzque coluAt terras, pontQmque, et Tartara cxca, 

Quaeque colunt summi lucida regna poli : 
Et quodcunque ullis conclusum est finibus usquam, 

£t sine fine Chaos, et sine fine Deus ; 
£t sine fine ma^s, si quid magis est sine fine. 

In Christo erga homines concUiatus amor. 
Haec qui speraretquis crederet esse futurum ? ' 

Et tamen hscc hodi^ terra Britanna legit. 
O quantos in bella duces ! quae protulit arma \ 

Quae canit, et quanta prxlia dira tuba ! / 
Coelestes acies ^ atque incertaniine ccEluna* 

Et quae coelestes pugna deceret agros ! } 
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4 sNCOxicifs UPON mutov. 

Quantus in xthereis toUit se Lucifer annis ! 

Atque ipso graditur vix Afichasle minor ! 
Quantis, et quam fiinestis concurritur iris, 

Duin ferns hie Stellas protegit, ille rapit ! 
Dum vulsos montes ceu tela reciproca torquent, 

£t non mortali desuper igne pluunt : 
Stat dubius cui se parti concedat Olympus, 

Et metuit pug^x non superesse sux. 
At simul in coelis Messix insignia fulgent, 

£t currus animes, armaque dig^a Deo, 
Horrendumque rotx strident, et sxva rotarum 

Erumpunt f orvis fulgura limiinibus, 
Bt flammx vibrant, et vera tonitrua rauco 

Admistis flammis insonuere polo t 
Bxcidit attonitis mens omnis, et impetus omms, 

Et cassis dextris irrita tela cadunt ; 
Ad pcenas fugiunt; et, ceu foret Orcus asylum, 

Infemis certant condere se tenebris. 
CecUte, Romani Scriptores ; cedite, Graii ; 

Et quos fama recent vel celebravit anus. 
Hxc quicunque leget tantiim cecinisse putabit 

Mxonidem ranas, Virgilium cu|iices. 



OJSr PARADISE LOST, 

BT ANDBSW XABTVLL. 

Whmt I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
In slender book his vast design unfold, 
Messiah crown'd, God's reconcil'd decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the forbidden-tree. 
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Heaven, Hell, Earth, Chaos, all; the argument 

Held me a while misdoubting his intent. 

That he would ruin (ibr I saw him strong) 

The sacred truths to fable and old song; 

( jlo Sampson grop'd the temple's post in siMght,) 

The world o'erwhelming, to revenge his sight. 

Yet, as I read, still growing less severe, 
I lik'd his project, the success did fear ; 
Through that wide field how he his way should 

find, " 
O'er which lame Faith leads tJnder8tan<^g blind ; 
liost he'd perplex the things he would Explain, 
And what was easy he should render vain. 

Or if a wovk so infinite he ^an'd. 
Jealous I was, that some less skiHul hand 
(Such as disquiet always what is well. 
And, by ill imitatting, would excel) 
Might hence presume the whole Creadon^a day 
To change in scenes, and show it in a play. 

Pardon rae, mighty Poet, nor despise 
My causeless, yet not impious, surmise : 
But I am now convinced ; and none will dare 
Within thy labours to pretend a share. 
Thou hast not miss'd one thought that could be fit, 
And all that was improper dost omit : 
So that no room is here for writers left. 
But to detect their ignorance or theft. 

That majesty, which through thy work doth 
reign. 
Draws the devout, deteiring the profane : 
And things divine thou treat'st of in such state 
As them preserves, and thee, inviolate. 
At once deUght and horror on us seize, 
Thou aing'st with «o much gravity and ease; 
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6 BWCOMIT7X8 VPOV UTLTOW. 

And above human flight dost soar aloft ) 
With plume so strong, so equal, and so soft: : 
The bird, named from that Paradise you sing. 
So never flags, but always keeps on wing. 

Where couldst thou words of such a compass 
find? 
Whence furnish such a vast expense of mind f 
Just Heaven thee, like Hresias, to requite, 
Bewards with prophecy thy loss of sight. 

Well nug^t'st thou scorn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhime, of thy own sense secure ; 
While the Town-Bays writes all the whUe and 

spells. 
And, like a pack-horse, tires without his bells : 
Their fancies like our bushy points appear; 
The poets tag them, we for faiahion wear. 
I too, transported by the mode, offend. 
And, while I meant to praise thee, must commend -■ 
Thy verse created, like thy theme, sublime. 
In number, weight,^and measure, needs not rhime. 



EPIGRAM OV MILTOy, 

BT DBTDXir. 

TflB£s Poets, in three (Ustant ages boni, 
Greece, Italy, and England, did adorn : 
The First in loftiness of thought surpassed ; 
The Next, in majesty ; in both the last. 
The force of Nature could no farther go: 
To make a third, she joined the fonner two. 
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VBox AM Accoxmr or 
TSE GREATEST EXOUSff POETS. 

BT ADSISOir. 

Bttt HiLTOir nefxt, mth high and haughty stalks^ 

Unfetter'd, in majestic numbers, walks : 

No vulgar hero can his Muse engpige, 

Nor earth's wide scene confine lushallow'd rage. 

See ! see ! he upward springs, and, towering high. 

Spurns the dull province of mortality ; 

Shakes Heaven's eternal throne 'witli dire alarms, 

And sets th' Almighty Thunderer in arms ! 

Whate'er his pen describes I more than see. 

Whilst every verse aitay'd in majesty. 

Bold and sublime, my whole attention draws. 

And seems above the critic's mcer laws. 

How are you struck with terror and delight. 

When angel with archangel copes in fight ! 

When great Messiah's outspread banner shinee^ 

How does the chariot rattle in his lines! 

What sound of brazen wheels, with thunder, scare 

And stun the reader with the din of war ! 

With fear my spirits and my blood retire, 

Jo see the seraphs sank in clouds of fire : 

But when, with eager steps, fix>m hence I rise. 

And view the flnt gay scene of Parage i 

What tongue, what words of rapture, can express 

A vision so profuse of pleasantness 1 

B 
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UrCOlOITlfS UPOV XlLTOV. 



ADDRESS TO GREAT SRITAIJ^. 
ntoK thoksok's suxxxb- 



-Fob lofty sense. 



Creative fancy, and inspection keen 

Through the deep windings of the human heart. 

Is not wild Shakspeare thine and Nature's boast P 

Is not each great, each amiable, Muse 

Of classic ages in thy Miltok met? 

A genius univertal as his theme ; 

Astonishing as chaos ; as the bloom 

Of blowing Eden fair ; as Hearen sublime ! 



DR. JOHJ\rS(WS PROLOGUE 

TO TBI 

MASK OF COMUS. 

AOTEB AT BBI7BT.LidrB TBSATBE, APBIL 5, 1750, 

Far the benefit •/ MUton^i grand-dmghttr. 

Ys patriot crowds, who bum for England's fame. 
Ye nymphs, whose bosoms beat at Miltok's name. 
Whose generous zeal, unbought by flattering 

rhimes, 
Shames the mean pennons of Augustan times ; 
Immortal patrons of succeeding days. 
Attend this prelude of perpetual praise ! 
Let Wit, condemn'd the feeble war to wage 
With close malcToleiice^ or public rage ; 
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Let Study» worn with yirtue's fruitless lore» 

Behold this Theatre, and grieye no more. 

This night, distinguish'd by your smiles, shall tell, 

That never Britain can in yain eicel; 

The slighted arts futurity shall trust. 

And rising ages hasten to be just. 

At length our mighty Bard's victorious U^s 
Fill the loud voice of universal pndse ; 
And baffled Spite, with hopeless anguish dumb^ 
Yields to renown the centuries lo come ; 
With ardent haste each candidate of fame. 
Ambitious, catches at his towering name : 
He sees, and pitying sees, vidn wealth bestow 
Those pageant honours which he scom'd below» 
While crowds aloft the laureat bust behold. 
Or trace his form on circulating gold. 
Unknown, — unheeded, long his offspring lay» 
And want hung threatening o'er her slow decay. 
What though she shine with no Miltonkn fife, 
No favouring Muse her moming-dreams inspire ; 
Yet softer claims the melting heart engage. 
Her youth laborious, and her blameless age $ 
Hers the mild merits of domestic fif^. 
The patient sufferer, and the futhful wife. 
Thus grac'd with humble Virtue's native chan&s. 
Her grandsire leaves her in Britannia's arms ; 
Secure with peace. With competence, to dwell. 
While tutelary nations guard her cell. 
Yours is the charge, ye fair, ye wise, ye brave ! 
'Tis yours to crown desert— beyond tiie grave. 
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xvcoMnntt vrow ioltov. 



VBOK 

GRAY'S PSOGBESS OF POESY, 

Nob second hb that rode fubfime 

Upon the senph-wingB of ecstasy ; 

The secrets of th* abyss to spy. 

He pass'dthe flaming bounds of place and time : 

The living throne, the sapphire blaze, 

Where angels tremble while they gaze. 

He saw ; but, bhsted with excess of light, 

Clos'd his eyes in endless night 



COLLIXS*S ODE OJ^ THE POETICAL 
CHARACTER. 

HiQB on some cfiiT, to Heaven up.pil'd. 

Of rude access, of prospect wild. 

Where, tangled round the jealous steep. 

Strange shades o'crbrow the vallies deep. 

And holy Genii guard the rock. 

Its glooms embrown, its springs unlock. 

While on its rich ambitious head 

An Eden, like bis owv, lies spread ; 

I view that oak the fancied glades among. 

By which as Miltok lay, hb evening ear. 

From many a cloud that dropp'd ethereal dew, 

Nig'h spher'd in Heaven, its native strains could hear. 

On which that andent trump he reach'd was hung ; 
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Thither oft his glory g^eting, 
From Waller'a myrde-ahades retreating, 
With many a tow from Hope's aspiring tongue, 
My trembling feet his guiding steps pursue » 

In vain : Such bliss to one alone 

Of all the sons of Soul was known ; 
And Heaven and Fancy, kindred Powew, 
Have now o^ertom'd the' inspiring bowers, 
Or coftain'd close such scene from eveiy future 
view. 



TBOK 

MASOjrs ODE TO MEMORY. 

fiiss, hallow'd Mixton ! rise, and say. 

How, at thy gloomy close of day ; 
'How, when * depress'd by age, beset with wrongs ;' 
When 'fall'n on evil days and evil tongues :' 

When Darkness, brooding on thy sight, 

Exil'd the sov'reign lamp of light : 
Say, what could then one cheering hope diffiise ? 
What friends were thine, savp Memory and the 
Muse ? 

Hence the rich spoils, thy studious youth 

Caught from the stores of ancient Truth: 
Hence all thy busy eye could pleas'd explore. 
When Rapture led thee to the Latian dwre ; 

Each scene, that Tiber's bank supply'd$ 

Each grace, that play'd on Amo's side ; 
b2 
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12 iscoMnncs vroir mixtov. 

The tepid gales, thnnigh Tuscan glades that fly; 
The blue aeiene» that spreads Heq>eria's sky ; 

Were atill thine own : thy ample mind 

Each chann leceiy'd, tetain'd, combined. 
And thence ' the nightly Visitant,' that came 
To touch thy bosom with her sacred flame. 

Recalled Uie long-lost beams of grace ; 

That whilom shot from Nature's face. 
When God, in Eden, o'er her youthful breast 
Spread with his own right hand Perfection's goi^ge. 
ou8 vest 



jDJ?. ROBERTS' EPISTLE OJY THE 
EJmUSH POETS. 

ASBUSSSD TO CBBI8T0PH£B AVSTIT, SS^ 

PoxT of Other times! to thee I bow 

With lowliest reverence. Oft thoutak'st my soul. 

And waft'st it by thy potent harmony 

To that empyreal mansion, where thine ear 

Caught the soft warblings of a seraph's harp. 

What time the nightly visitant unlock'd 

The gates of Heaven, and to thy mental sig^t 

Bisplay'd celestial scenes. She from thy lyre 

With indignation tore the tinkling bells. 

And tum'd it to sublimest arg^ument. 
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FBOK 

COWPER'S TABLE TALK, 

A0E8 elaps'd ere Homer^s lamp appeared. 
And ages ere the Mantuan swan was heard : 
To carry Nature lengths unknown before. 
To giye a Miltoh birth, ask'd ages more. 
Thus Genius rose and set at order'd times. 
And shot a day-spring into distant climesy 
Ennobling every region that he chose ; 
He sunk in Greece, in Italy he rose ; 
And, tedious years of gotMc darkness pass'd, 
Emerg'd all splendour in our isle at last. 
Thus lovely halcyons dive into the main, 
Then show far off their shining plumes again. 



THE SAME AUTHOR'S TASK^ JB. ///. 
-Philosofrt, baptized 



In the pure fountain of eternal love. 

Has eyes. indeed ; and, viewing aU she sees 

As meant to indicate a God to man. 

Gives Mm his pndse, and forfeits not her own. 

Learning has borne such fruit in other days 

On all her branches : Piety has found 

Friends in the friends of science, and true prayer 

Has flowed from lips wet with Castalian dews. 

Such was thy wisdom, Newton, child-like sage 

Sagacious reader of the works of God, 

And in his word sagacious. Such too thine, 

MiLTOv, whose genius had angelic wings. 

And fed on manna. 
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THE VERSE * 



The measRiie is English heroic yerse without 
rhime, as that of Homer in Greek, and of YirgiL 
in Latin : rhime being no necessary adjunct, or 
true ornament of poem or good verse, in longer 
works espedally, but the invention of a barbarous 
age to set off wretched matter and lame metre ; 
graced indeed since by the use of some famous 
modem poets, carried away by custom, but much 
to their own vexation, hindrance, and constraint 
to express many things otherwise, and for the most 
part worse than else they would have expressed 
them. Not without cause, therefore, some both 
Italian and Spanish poets of prime note have re* 
jected rhime both in longer and shorter works: 
as have also long since our best English tragedies ;f 

• The fint edhkn of Paradi$e Lou, in 1067, wii without thii 
apology Ibr tlie reae. In 1A08, when a new citle-ptge wai pre* 
filed to the edition, it was added, with the fbllowingaddfeu of the 
printer to the readert "Courteous Reader, there was no Argument 
Ml first intended to the Book ; but fbr the satisfketion of many that 
have desired it, I have procured it, 'and withal a reason of that 
whieh stnmhied many otben, why the peem rimu nsr.** 

t Milton is here thought by Mr. Todd, to mean the tragedies of 
Shakspeare, wMeh he eomneiids la /I AmerMO as bsnoK " «»n^ 
bled the basldnM stage.'* 
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■as a thing of itself, to all judicious ears, triirial, and 
of no true musicd delight ; which consists only in 
apt numbers, fit quantity of syllables, and the 
sense variously drawn out from one verse into ano- 
ther, not in the jingling sound of like endings ; a 
fault avoided by the learned ancients, both in 
poetry and all good oratory.. This neglect then of 
rhime so little is to be taken for a defect, (though 
it may seem so perhaps to vulgar readers,) that it 
Is rather to be esteemed an example set, the first in 
English, of ancient liberty recovered to heroic 
poem, from the troublesome and modem bondage 
of rhiming. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 



The fint Book ptopotet, fint in brie^ the whole raiyeeC, Mtii*f 
diMbedienee, and the loa thereupon of FarndMe whnrin he 
was pkeed ; then toachei the prime eaoae of his Fhll, the Ser* 
pent, or rather Satan in the serpent ; who, revolting from God, 
and drawing to his side many legions of angels, was, tqr the 
command of Ood, driren out of Hearen, with all his crew, 
into the great deep. Which action passed over, the Poem 
hastens mto the midst of things, presenting Satan with hb 
angels now fUling into Hell ; described here, not in the een> 
tre, (fbr Heaven and Earth may be supposed as yet not made, 
certainly not yet aeenrsed,) bat in a place of utter darimess, 
fitKest called Chaoft here Satan, with his angels, lying on 
the boming lake, thundeivstruck and astonidied, after a eer- 
tahi space leeoTcn, as firom eonfbsioB ; calls up him who 
nest in order and dignity ky by him. They confer of their 
miseiable faU. Satan awakens all his legions ; who lay till 
then in the same manner confounded. They rise; their 
numbers; array of battle; their eluef leaders named, ae* 
cording to the idols known afterwards in Canaan and the 
countries adjoining. To these Satan directs his speech ; com* 
foru them with hope yet of regaining Hearen ; but tells 
them lastly of a new world and new kind of creature to 
be created, according to an ancient prophecy or report in 
Heaven : for, that angels were long before this visible crea* 
tion, was the opinion of many ancient Fathers. To And out 
the truth of thu prophecy, and what to determine thereon, 
he refers to a fall council. What his associates thence at- 
tempt. Pandemonium, the palace of Satan, rises, suddenly 
built out of the deep. The infernal peen there sit in council. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK I. 



Of Man's first disobedience, and the fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

Brought death into the world, and all our woe. 

With loss of Eden, till one greater Man 

Restore us, and regain the blissful seat. 

Sing, heavenly Muse ! that on the secret top 

Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didst inspire 

That shepherd, who first taught the chosen seed, 

In the beginning, how the Heavens and Earth 

Bose out of Chaos : or, if Sion-hill 

Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook that flow'd 

Fast by the oracle of €iod ; I thence 

Invoke thy aid to my adventurous song. 

That with no middle flight intends to soar 

Above the* Aonian mount, while it pursues 

Things unattempted yet in prose or rhime. 

And chiefly thou, O Spirit ! that dost prefer 

Before all temples the' upright heart and pure. 

Instruct me, for Thouknow'st ; Thou from the first 

G 
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PABABISS LOST. 



Sooh 1. 



i 



Was present, and with mighty wings outspread 
Dove-like sat'st brooding on the vast abyss, 
And mad'st it pregnant : what in me is dark. 
Illumine ; whs± is low, raise and support ; 
That to the heighth of this g^at argument 
I may assert Eternal Providence, 
And justify the ways of God to men. 

Say first, for Heaven hides nothing from thy viev. 
Nor the deep tract of Hell ; say first, what cause 
Mov'd our grand parents, in that happy state. 
Favoured of Heaven so highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and transgress his will 
For one restraint, lords ^the world besides ? 
Who first seduc'd them to that foul revolt ?— 
The' infernal Serpent ; he it was, whose guile, 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceived 
The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had cast him out from Heaven, with all his host 
Of rebel angels ; by whose aid, aspiring 
To set himself in glory' above his peers, 
He trusted to have equalled the Most High, 
If he oppos'd; and, with ambitious aim 
Ag^nst the throne and monarchy of God, 
Rus'd impious war in Heaven, and battle prou^ 
With vain attempt. Him the Almighty Power 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from the' ethereal sky. 
With hideous ruin and combustion, down 
To bottomless perdition ; there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire. 
Who durst defy the' Omn4)Otent to arms. 
Nine times the space that measures day and night 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
Lay vanquish'd, rolling in the fieiy gulf. 
Confounded, though immortal : but his doom 
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Reserv'd him to more wrttth ; for now the thought 

Both of lost happiness, and Listing pun. 

Torments him : round he throws his baleful eyes 

That witness'd huge affliction and <U8may 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and stedfast hate : 

At once, as far as angel's ken, he Views 

The dismal situation waste and wild ; 

A dungeon horrible on all mdes round. 

As one great furnace flam'd ; yet from those flunes 

No light ; but ratl^r darkness visible 

Served only to discover sights of woe. 

Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace 

And rest can never dwell ; hope never comes 

That comes to all ; but torture without end 

Stm urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever-burning sulphur unconsum'd : 

iSuch place Eternal Justice had prepar*d 

For those rebellious ; here tiieir prison ordainM 

In utter darkness, and their portion set 

As far remov'd from God and fight of Heaven, 

As from the centre thrice to the* utmost pole. 

O, how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 

There the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 

With floods and whiriwinds of tempestuous fire. 

He soon discerns ; and weltering by his side 

One next himself in power, and next in crime. 

Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd 

Beelzebub. To whom tiie' Arch-enemy, 

And thence in Heaven call'd Satan, with bold words 

Breaking the horrid silence, tijus began : 

"Ifthoubeesthe; butO,howfalPn! howchang'd 

From him, who, in tije happy realms of light, 

Cloth'd with transcendent brightness, didst outshine 

Myriads though bright ! If he whom mutual league. 
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United thoughts and counsels, equal hope 

And hazard in the glorious^nterprise, 

Join'd with me once, now misery hath joined 

In equal ruin : into what pit thou seest [prov'd 

From what heighth fallen ; so much the stronger 

He with his thunder : and till then who knew 

The force of those dire arms ? Yet not for those. 

Nor what the potent victor in his rage 

Can else inflict, do I repent or change. 

Though changed in outward lustre, that fix'd mind. 

And high disdidn from sense of injur'd merit. 

That with the Mightiest rais'd me to contend. 

And to the fierce contention brought along 

Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd. 

That durst dislike his reign ; and, me preferring. 

His utmost power with adverse power oppos'd 

In dubious battle on the plains of Heaven, 

And shook his throne. What though the field be 

All is not lost ; the' unconquerable will, [lost ? 

And study of revenge, immortal hate. 

And courage never to submit or yield. 

And what is else not to be overcome ; 

That glory never shall his wrath or might 

Extort from me. To bow and sue for grace 

With suppliant knee, and deify his power. 

Who from the terror of this arm so late 

Boubted his empire ; that were low indeed. 

That were an ignominy, and shame beneath 

This downfall : since, by fate, the strength of Gods 

And this empyreal substance cannot fail ; 

Since through experience of this great event 

In arms not worse, in foresight much advanc'd. 

We may with more successfiil hope resolve 

To wi^e by force or guile eternal war, 
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Irreconcileable to our grand foe. 

Who now triumphs, and, in the' excees of joy 

Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of Heaven.*' 

So spake the* apostate Angel, though Sn pun. 
Vaunting aloud, but racVd with deep despair : 
And him thus answer'd soon Ms hM. compeer.— 

" O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers, 
That led the' embattkd Seraphim to war 
Under thy conduct, and, in dreadftd deeds 
Fearless, endanger'd Heaven's perpetual long, 
And put to proof his high supremacy. 
Whether upheld by strength, or chance, or fiite ; 
Too well I see, and rue the dire event. 
That with sad overthrow, and foul defeat. 
Hath lost us Heaven, and all this mighty host 
In horrible destruction laid thus low, 
Aj9 far as Gods and heavenly essences 
Can perish : for the mind and spirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour soon returns. 
Though all our glory' extinct, and happy state 
Here swallow'd up in endless misery. 
But what if he, our conqueror, (whom I now 
Offeree believe Almighty, nnce no less 
Than such could have o'erpower'd such force as 

ours,) 
Have left us this our spirit and strength entire 
Strongly to suffer and support our pains. 
That we may so suffice his vengeful ire» 
Or do him mightier service as his thralls 
By right of war, whate'er his buiAness be. 
Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire. 
Or do his errands in the gloomy deep ; 
What can it then avwl, though yet we feel 
Strength undiminish'd, or eternal being 
c2 
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To undergo eternal punishment?'* 

Whereto with speedy words the' Arch-fiend re- 

<< Fall'n Cherub, to be weak is miserable, [plied : 

Doing or suffering : but of this be sure. 

To do aught good never will be our task. 

But ever to do ill our sole delight. 

As being the contrary to his high will 

Whom we resist If then his Providence 

Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 

Oiu' labour must be to pervert that end. 

And out of good still to find means of evil ; 

Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhaps 

Shall grieve him, if I ^ not, and disturb 

His inmost counsels from their destin'd aim. 

But see, the angiy lictor hath recall'd 

His ministers of vengeance and pursuit, 

Back to the gates of Heaven : the sulphurous hail, 

Shot after us in storm, o'erblown, hath laid 

The fiery surge, that from the precipice 

Of Heaven receiv'd us falling ; and the thunder, 

Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage. 

Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 

To bellow through the vast and boundless deep. 

Let us not slip the' occasion, whether scorn. 

Or satiate fury, yield it from our Foe. 

Seest thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild. 

The seat of desolation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of these livid flames 

Casts pale and dreadful? THither let us tend 

From off the tossing of these fiery waves ; 

There rest, if any rest can harbour there ; 

And, re-aasembUng our afflicted Powers, 

Consult how we may henceforth most offend 

Our enemy ; our own loss how repair ; 
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How overcome this dire calamity ; 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope ; 

If not, what resolution from despair." 

Thus Satan, talking to his nearest mate, 
With head uplift above the wave, and eyes 
That sparkling blaz'd ; his other parts besides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 
Lay floating many a rood ; in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstrous size, 
Titanian, or Earth-bom, that warr'd on Jove ; 
Biiareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held ; or that sea-be ast, 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugest that swim the' ocean stream : 
Him, haply, slumbering on the Norway foam. 
The pilot of some small night-founder'd skiff 
Deeming some island, oft, as seamen tell, 
With fixed anchor in his skaly rind 
Moors by his side under the lee, while night 
Invests the sea, and wished mom delays : 
So stretch'd out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay, 
Chain'd on the burning lake : nor ever thence 
Had risen, or heav'd his head ; but that the will 
And high permission of edl-ruling Heaven 
Left him at large to his own dark designs ; 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himself damnation, while he sought 
Evil to others ; and, enrag'd, might see 
How all his malice serv'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodness, grape and mercy, shown 
On Man by him seduced ; but on himself 
, Treble confusion , wrath and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 
His mighty stature j on each hind the flame 



d by Google 



26 



rAKlBISB LOST. 



£09kl. 



Driven backward, slope their pointinif ipires, and 

In billows, leave i' the' midst a horrid vale, [roll'd 

Then with expanded wings he steers his flight 

Aloft, incumbent on the dusky air 

That felt unusual weight ; till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever bum'd 

With solid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And such appear'd in hue, as when the force 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill 

Tom from Pelonis, or the shattered side 

Of thundering JEtna, whose combustible 

And fuell'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds. 

And leave a singed bottom all involvM (sole 

With stench and smoke : such resting found the 

Of unblest feet Him follow'd his next mate : 

Both glorying to have 'scaped the Stygian flood 

As Gods, and by their own recover'd streng^ 

Not by the sufferance of supernal Power. 

*' Is this the region, this the soil, the clime, 
(Said then the lost Arch-angel) this the seat 
That we must change for Heaven ; this mournful 

gloom 
For that celestial light ? Be' it so, mnce he. 
Who now is Sov'ran, can dispose and bid 
What shall be right : farthest from him is best. 
Whom reason hath equall'd, force hath made su* 

preme 
Above his equals. Farewell, happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dweUs ; hail, horrors ; hail. 
Infernal world > and thou, profoundest Hell, 
Beceive thy new possessor; one who brings 
A mind not to be chang'd by place or time : 
The mind is its own palace, and in itself 
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Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven. 
"What matter where, if I be still the same. 
And what I should be ; all but less than He 
"Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at least 
We shall be free ; the' Aknighty hath not built 
Here for his envy ; will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign secure ; — and, in my choice. 
To reign is worth ambition, though in Hell : 
Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Heaven. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
The' associates and copartners of our loss. 
Lie thus astonish'd on the' oblivious pool. 
And call them not to share with us their part 
In this unhappy mansion ; or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Regain'd in Heaven^ or what more lost in Hell ?" 

So Satan spake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus answer'd : ** Leader of those armies bright. 
Which but the' Omnipotent none could have foil'd. 
If once they hear that voice, (their liveliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft 
In worst extremes, and on the perilous* edg^ 
Of battle when it rag'd, in all assaults 
Their surest signal,) they will soon resume 
New courage and revive ; though now they lie 
GroveUing and prostrate on yon lake of fire. 
As we erewhile, astounded and amaz'd ; 
No wonder, fall'n such a pernicious heighth." 

He scarce had ceas'd, when the superior Fiend 
Was moving toward the shore : his ponderous 

shield. 
Ethereal temper, massy, large and round. 
Behind him cast ; the broad circumference 
Hung qn his shoulders like the moon, whose orb 
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Through optic-glass the Tuscan artist views 
At evening from the top of Fesol6, 
Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands. 
Rivers or mountains in her spotty globe. 
His spear (to equal which the taHest pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mast 
Of some gfreat admiral, were but a wand) 
He walked with, to support uneasy steps 
Over the burning marie, (not like those steps 
On Heaven's azure,) and the torrid clime 
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire : 
Nathless he so endured, till on the beach 
Of that inflamed sea he stood, and calfd 
His legions, angel-forms, who lay intranc'd 
Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where the' Etrurian shades. 
High over-arch'd, imbower ; or scattered sedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 
. Hath vex'd Ae Red Sea coast, whose waves o'er- 
Busirifi and his Mempluan chivalry, {threw 

While with perfidious hatred they pursued 
The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 
From the safe shore their floating carcasses 
And broken chariot wheels : so thick bestrewn. 
Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood. 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He call'd so loud, that all the hollow deep 
Of Hell resounded : •* Princes, Potentates, 
Warriors, the flower of Heaven, once yours, now 
If such astonishment as this can seize [lost, 

Eternal Spirits ; or have ye chosen this place 
After the toil of battle to repose 
Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find " 
To slumber here, as in the vales of Heaven ? 
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Or in this abject positure have ye sworn 
To* adore the Conqaeror, who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 
With scatter'd aims and ensigns, till anon 
His swift pursuers from Heaven-gates discern 
The' advantage, and, descending, tread us down 
Thus drooping ; or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf? 
Awake, arise, or be forever fall'n !" 

They heard, and were abash'd, and up they sprung 
Upon the wing ; as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread. 
Bouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not fisel ; 
Yet to their general's voice they soon obey'd. 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's son, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coast, up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of locusts, warping on the eastern wind. 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile : 
So numberless were those bad Angels seen 
Hovering <m wing under the cope of Hell, 
'Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding fires ; 
Till, as a signal given, the' uplifted spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to direct 
Their course, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimstone, and fill<all the plain ; 
A multitude, like which the populous North 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins to pass 
Khene or the Danaw, when her barbarous sons 
Came fike a deluge on the South, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the l^yinan sands. 
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Forthwith fi'om every squatlron and each band 

The heads and leaders thither haste, where sto« 

Their great Cominander ; godlike shapes and fo 

Excelling human ; princely Dignities ; 

And Powers that erst in Heaven sat on thrones 

Though of their names in heavenly records now 

Be no mfcmorial ; blotted out and ras'd 

By tlieir rebellion from the book of Ufe. 

Nor had they yet among the sons of Eve 

Got tliem new names ; tJD, wandering o'er 1 

earth. 
Through God*s high sufferance for the trial* of m 
By falsities and hes the greatest part 
Of mankind they corrupted to forsake 
God theh* Creator, and the* invisible 
Glory of Him that made them, to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorned 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 
And devils to adore for Deities : 
Then were they known to men by various names. 
And various idols through the Heathen world. 
Say, Muse, their names then known, who fin 

who last, 
Eous'dfrom the slumber, on that fiery couch, 
At their great emperor's call, as next in worth 
Came singly where he stood on the bare Strang, 
While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof. 
The chief were those, who, from the pit of Hell 
Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 
Their seats long after next tJie seat of God, 
Their altars by his altar ; (gods ador'd 
Among the nations round;) and durst abide 
Jehovah thundering out of Sion, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often placed 
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Within his sanctuary' itself their shrines, 

"Abominations; and with cursed things 

His holy rites and solemn feasts profan'd. 

And with their darkness durst afiVont his lig^t. 

First, Moloch, horrid king-, besmear'd with blood 

Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears; 

Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 

Their children's cries unheard, that pass'd through 

To his g^m idol. Him the Ammonite [fire 

Worshipt in Rabba and her watery plain. 

In Ai*gob and in Basan, to the stream 

Of utmost Amon: nor content with such 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right against the temple' of God 

On that opprobrious hill ; and made his grove 

The pleasant valley of Hinnom, — Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna call'd, the type of Hell. 

Next, Chernov, the' obscene dread of Moab's sons. 

From Arofer to Nebo, and the wild 

Of southmost Abarim; in Hesebon 

And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flowery dale of Sibma clad with vines, 

And EleiU^ to the' Asphaltic pool. 

Peor his other name, when he entic'd 

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which cost them woe. 

Yet thence his lustful orgies he enlarg'd 

Even to that hill of scandal, by the grove 

Of Moloch-homicide, lust hard by hate; 

Tin good Josiah drove them thence to hell. 

With these came they, who, from the bordering 

Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts [flood 

Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names 
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Of Bi&lim and Ashtaroth ; those male. 
These feminine : for Spirits, when they please. 
Can either sex assume, or both ; so soft 
And uncompounded is their essence pure; 
Not tied or manacled with joint or limb, 
Nor founded on the brittle strength of bones, 
like cumbrous flesh ; but, in what sliape they choose, 
Dilated or condens'd, bright or obscure. 
Can execute their aery purposes. 
And works of love or enmity fulfil. 
For those the race of Israel oft forsook 
Their living strength, and unfrequented left 
His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To bestial gods ; for which their heads as low 
Bow'd down in battle, sunk before the spear 
Of despicable foes. With these in troop 
Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call*d 
I Astarte, queen of Heaven, with crescent horns ; 

To whose bright image nightly by tli& moon 
i Sidonian vir^ns paid their vows and songs ; 

In Sion also not unsung, where stood 
' Her temple on the' offensive mountain, built 

I By that uxorious king, whose heart, though large, 

1 Beguil'd by fair idolatresses, fell 

I ' To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 

Whose annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
. I The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 

I . In amorous ditties all a summer's day ; 

t While smooth Adonis from his native rock 

' ! Ban nurp^ to the sea, suppos'd with blood 

j. Of Tnammuz yearly wounded .- the love-tale 

I Infected Sion's daughters with like heat ; 

Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 
Ezekiel saw, when, by tlie vision led. 
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Mjs eye sunrey'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Judah. Next came one 

'VITho moum'd in earnest, when the captive ark 

]tfaim*d his brute imag^, head and hands lopt off* 

In his own temple, on the grunsel-edge, 

IPVTbere he fell flat, and sham*d his worshippers : 

Dagon his name, sea-monster, upward man 

And downward fish : yet had his temple hi^h 

ReaHd in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 

Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon, 

And Accaron and Gaza's frontier-bounds. 

Him followed Rimmon> whose delightful seat 

Was fiur Damascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams. 

Re also' against the house of God was bold : 

A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king; 

Ahaz, his sottish conqueror, whom he drew 

God's altar to disparage, and displace 

Pot one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 

His odious offerings, and adore the gods 

Whom he had vanquished. After these appear*d 

A crew, who, under names of old renown, 

Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train^ 

With monstrous shapes and sorceries abus'd 

Fanatic Egypt and her priests, to seek 

Their wandering gods disguis'd in brutish forms 

Rather than human. Nor did Israel 'scape 

The' infection, when their borrow'd gold composed 

The calf in Oreb ; and the rebel-king* 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan« 

Likening* his Maker to the grazed ox ; 

Jehovah, who in one night, when he pass'd 

From Egypt marching, equall'd with one stroke 

Both her ffrst-bom and all her bleating gods. 

Belial came last, than whom a Spirit more lewd 
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Fen not from Heaven, or more gross to love 
Vice for itself: to him no temple stood 
Or altar smok'd ; yet who more oft than he 
In temples and at altars, when the priest 
Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fill'd 
With lust and violence the house of God? 
In courts and palaces he also reigns. 
And in luxurious cities, where the noise 
Of riot' ascends above their loftiest towers. 
And injury and outrage : and when night 
Darkens tie streets, then wander forth thp sons 
Of Belial, flown with insolence and wine. 
Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hospitable door 
Expos'd a matron to avoid worse rape. 
These were the prime in order and in might; 
The rest were long to tell, though fer renown'd. 
The' Ionian Gods, of Javan's issue ; held 
€iods, yet confess*d later than Heaven and Earth, 
Their boasted parents ; Titan, Heaven's first-bom. 
With his enormous brood, and birth-right seiz'd 
By younger Saturn ; he from mightier Jove, 
His own and Rhea's son, like measure found ; 
So Jove usurping reig^'d ; these first in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the snowy top 
Of cold Olympus, rul'd the middle air, 
Their highest Heaven ; or on the Delphian cliff. 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to the' Hesperian fields, 
! I And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 

All these and more came flocking; but with looks 
Down-cast and damp ; yet such wherein appeared 
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to' have found their 
Chief 
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Not in despair, to' have found themselves not lost 
In loss itself; which on his countenance cast 
Like doubtful hue : but he, his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and dispelled their fears. 
Then straight commands, that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be up-rear'd 
His mighty standard : that proud honour chum'd 
Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfurl'd 
The' imperial ensign ; which, full high advanc'd, 
Shone Uke a meteor streaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden lustre rich imblaz'd. 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all. the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : 
At which the universal host up-sent 
A shout, that tore Hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night: 
All in a moment through the gloom were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air 
With orient colours waving; with them rose 
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helms 
Appear'd, and serried shields in thick array 
Of depth immeasurable : anon they move 
In perfect phalanx to the D'jrian mood 
Of flutes and soft recorders ; such as rais'd 
To height of noblest temper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and instead of rage 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmov'd 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; 
Nor wanting power to mitigate and 'suage 
With solemn touches troubled thoughts, and chase 
Anfeuish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow', and pain, 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
D 2 
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Breathing united force, with fixed thought, 
Mov'd on in silence to soft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful step's o'er Itie burnt soil : and now 
Advanc'd in view they stand : a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guise 
Of warriors old with order'd spear and shield ; 
Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 
Had to impose : — he through the armed files 
Darts his experienc'd eye, and soon traverse 
The whole battalion views ; their order due ; 
Their visages and stature as of Gods ; 
Their number last he sums. And now his heart 
Distends with pride, and hardening in his strength 
Glories : for never since created man 
Met such imbodied force, as nam'd with these 
Could merit more than that small infantry 
Warr'd on by cranes ; though all the giant-brood 
Of Phlegra with the' heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each side 
Mix'd with auxiliar Gods ; and what resounds 
In fable or romance of Uther's son. 
Begirt with British and Armoric knights; 
And all' who since, baptiz'd or infidel. 
Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalban, 
Damasco, or Marocco, or Trebisond, 
Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore, 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observ'd 
Their dread Commander : he, above the rest 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent. 
Stood like a tower : his form had yet not lost 
All her' original brightness ; nor appear'd 
Less than Arch-angel ruin'd and the* excess 
Of glory' obscur'd; as when the sun, new risen. 
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Looks through the horizontal misty air 
Shorn of his beams : or from behind the moon. 
In dim eclipse, disastrous twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd so, yet shone 
Above them all the' Arch-angel : but his face 
Deep scars of thunder had intrench'd ; and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 
Waiting revenge : cruel his eye, but cast 
Signs of remorse and passion, to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 
(Far other once beheld in bliss,) condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc'd 
Of Heaven, and from eternal splendors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithful how they stood. 
Their glory wither'd : as when Heaven's fire 
Hath scath'd the forest oaks, or mountain pines. 
With singed top their stately growth, though bare. 
Stands on the blasted heath. He now prepar'd 
To speak ; whereat, their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half enclose him round 
With all his peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he essay'd, and thrice, in spite of scorn, 
Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth : at last, 
Words, interwove with sighs, found out their way. 

" O Myriads of immortal Spirits, O powers. 
Matchless but with the' Almighty ; and that strife 
Was not inglorious, though the' event was dire, 
As this place testifies, and this dire change. 
Hateful to utter : but what power of mind. 
Foreseeing or presaging from the depth 
Of knowledge past or present, could have fear'd, 
How such united force of Gods, how such 
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As stood like these, could ever know repulse ? 

For who can yet believe, though after loss. 

That all these puissant legions, whose exile 

Hath emptied Heaven, shall fail to re-ascend 

Self-rais'd, and repossess their native seat ? 

For me, be witness all tlie host of Heaven, 

If counsels different, or danger shunn'd 

By me, have lost our hopes. But He, who reigns 

Monarch in Heaven, till then as one secure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute. 

Consent or custom ; and his regal state 

Put forth at full, but still his streng^ conceal'd. 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own; 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New .war, provok'd : our better part remains 

To work in close design, by fraud or guile, 

WTiat force effected not ; that he no less 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rife 

There went a fame in Heaven, that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice regard 

Should favour equal to the sons of Heaven : 

Thither, if but to pry, shall be perhaps 

Our first eruption ; thither or elsewhere : 

For this infernal pit shall never hold 

Celestial spirits in bondage, nor the* abyss 

Long under darkness cover. But these thoughts 

Full counsel must mature : Peace is despaired ; 

For who can think submission ? War, then, War, 

Open or understood, must be resolv'd." 

He spake : and to confirm his words, out-flew 
BCUions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
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Of mighty Cherubim; the sudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd Hell : highly they rag^d 
Against the Highest, and fierce with g^rasped arms 
Clash'd on their sounding shields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance toward the vault of Heaven. 

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 
Belch*d fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scurf; undoubted sign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of sulphur. Thither, winged with speed, 
A numerous brigade hastened : as when bands 
Of pioneers, with spade and pickax arm'd. 
Forerun the royal camp to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on ; 
Mammon, the least erected Spirit that fell 
From Heaven; for e'en in Heaven his looks and 

thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heaven's pavement, trodden gold. 
Than aught, divine or holy, else enjoy'd 
In vision beatific ; by him first 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 
Ransack'd the centre, and with impious hands 
Itified the bowels of their mother Earth 
For treasures, better hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a spacious wound. 
And digg'd out ribs of gt)ld. Let none admire 
That riches grow in Hell ; that soil may best 
Deserve the precious bane. And here let those. 
Who boast in mortal things, and wondering tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings. 
Learn how their greatest monuments of fame. 
And strength and art, are easily outdone 
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 
What in an age they with incessant toil 
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! ' I And hands innumerable scarce perform. 

I Nigh on the plain, in many cells prepar'd, 

hi That underneath had veins of liquid fire 

j Sluic'd from the lake, a second multitude 

' With wond'rous art founded the massy ore, 

I! Severing each kind, and scumm'd the bullion dross : 

I A third as soon had form'd within the ground 

A various mould, and from the boiling cells 
By strange conveyance fill'd each hoUow uook ; 
As in an organ, from one blast of wind. 
To many a row of pipes the sound-board breathes. 
Anon, out of the earth, a fabri.c huge 
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 
![ Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet, 

'! Built like a temple, where pilasters round 

I Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid 

. I With gulden architrave ; nor did there want 

iJH Cornice or frieze, with bossy sculptures graven : 

• The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 

H Nor great Alcairo, such magnificence 

ii Equall'd in all their glories, to enshrine 

Belus or S^rapis their Gods, or seat 
I '' Their kings, when Egypt w^ith Assyria strove 

In wealth and luxury. The* ascending pile 
t ^ Stood fix'd her stately heighth ; and straight the 

r ' Opening their brazen folds, discover, wide [doors, 

' ^ .j, Within, her ample spaces, o*er the smooth 

I And level pavement : from the arched roof 

,jll Pendant by subtle magic many a row 

I 1 1 Of starry lamps and blazing cressets, fed 

i i' With naphtha and asphaltus, yielded light 

III As from a sky. The hasty multitude 

. Y Admiring enter*d ; and the work some praise, 

[to And some the architect : his hand was known 

l||, In Heaven by many a tower'd structure high, 
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Where scepter'd angels held their residence. 

And sat as princes ; whom the Supreme King 

Exalted to such power, and gave to rule. 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard, or unador'd, 

In ancient Greece : and in Ausonian land 

Men called him Mulciher ; and how he fell 

From Heaven, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o'er the crystal battlements ; from morn 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A summer's day ; and with the setting sun 

Dropt from the zenith like a falling star. 

On Lemnos the' .flSgean isle : thus they relate, 

Erring; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before; nor aught avail'd him now 

To' have built in Heaven high towers : nor did he 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent ['scape 

With his industrious crew, to build in Hell. 

Meanwhile the winged heralds, by command 
Of sov'reign power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn council, forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers ; their summons caU'd 
From every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice tlie worthiest ; they anon, 
With hundreds and with thousands, trooping came. 
Attended: all access was throng'd; the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall 
(Though like a covered field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldan's chair 
Defied the best of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat, or career with lance) 
Thick swarm'd, both on the ground and in the air 
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Brush'd with the hiss of rustling' wings. As bees 

In spring-time, when the sun with Taurus rides. 

Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 

In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 

Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank. 

The suburb of their straw-built citadel. 

New rubb'd with balm, expatiate and confer 

ITieir state-affairs. So thick the aery crowd 

Swarm'd and were straiten'd ; till, the signal given. 

Behold a wonder! They but now who seem'd 

In bigness to surpass £arth's giant sons. 

Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 

Throng numberless, like that pygmean race 

Beyond the Indian mount; or faery elves. 

Whose midnight revels, by a forest side 

Or fountain, some belated peasant sees. 

Or dreams he sees, while overhead the moon 

Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 

Wheels her pale course ; they on their mirth and 

dance 
Intent, with jocund music charm his ear; 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal Spirits to smallest forms 
Reduc'd their shapes immense, and were at laige 
Though without number still, amidst the hall 
Of that infernal court. But far within. 
And in their own dimensions, tike themselves. 
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 
Is close recess and secret conclave sat; 
A thousand Demi-gods on golden seats. 
Frequent and full. After short silence then. 
And summons read, the great consult began. 

XITD or BOOK I. 
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HisB on a throne of royal state, which fkr 

Outshone the wealth of Oromus and of Ind, 

Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand 

Showers on her kipgs barbaric pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted sat, by merit rais*d 

To that bftd eminence : and, from despur 

Thus lugh uplifted beyond hope, aspires 

Beyond thus higli ; insatiate to pursue 

Vain war with Heaven ; and, by success untaught. 

His proud imaginations thus display'd. 

** Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heaven $ 
For since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vig^r, though oppressed and fallX 
I give not Heaven for lost. From this descent 
Celestial virtues rising, will appear 
More glorious and more dread than from no fall. 
And trust themselves to fear no second fate. 
He though just right, and the fix*d taws of Heaven, 
Did first create your leader t next, free choice, 
With what besides, in counsel or in fight. 
Hath been achiev'd of merit; yet this loss, 
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Thus far at least recover'd, hath much more 
Establish'd in a safe unenvied throne, 
Yielded with full consent. The happier state 
In Heaven, which follows dignity, might draw 
Envy from each inferior ; but who here 
Will envy whom the highest place exposes 
Foremost to stand against the Thunderer's aim. 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 
Of endless pain ? Where there is then no gt)od 
For which to strive, no strife can grow up there 
From faction ; for none sure will claim in Hell 
jjj Precedence j none, whose portion is so small 

J Of present pain, that with ambitious mind 

ll Will covet more. With this advantage then 

jl To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 

' More than can be in Heaven, we now return 

., To claim our just inheritance of old, 

ftj Surer to prosper than prosperity 

r Could have assur'd us ; and, by what best way, 

(Whether of open war, or covert guile, ' 
' We now debate : who can advise, may speak." 

' He ceas'd ; and next him Moloch, scepter'd king-, 

r ' Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest Spirit 

That fought in Heaven, now fiercer by despair : 
l| His trust was with the* Eternal to be deem*d 

, Equal in strength ; and rather than be less 

. Car'd not to be at all ; with that care lost 

Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worse. 

He reck'd not ; and these words thereafler spake. 

** My sentence is for open war : of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boast not : them let those 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 
For, while they sit contriving, shall the rest, 
3IilIions that stand in arms, and longing wait 
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The signal to ascend, nt lingering here. 
Heaven's fugitiTeSy and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame. 
The prison of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay ? No, let us rather choose, 
Arm'd with Hell-flames and fury, all at once. 
O'er Heaven's high towers to force resistless way. 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Against the Torturer ; when to meet the noke 
Of his almighty engine he shall hear 
Infernal thunder; and, f6r Hghtning, see 
Black fire and horror shot with equal n^ 
Among his Angels ; and his throne itself 
Mix'd with Tartarean sulphur, and strange fire. 
His own invented torments. But perhaps 
The way seems diffichlt, and steep to scale 
"With upright wing against a higher foe. 
Let such bethink them, if the sleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not still. 
That in our proper motion we ascend 
Up to our native seat : descent and fall 
To us is adverse. Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 
Insulting, and pursued us through the deep. 
With what compulsion and laborious flight 
We sunk thus low ? The ascent is easy then j 
The' event is fear'd ; should we again provoke 
Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 
To our destruction ; if there be in Hell 
Fear to be worse destroy'd. Wliat can be worse 
Than to dwell here, driven out from bUss, condemn'd 
In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 
Where pain of unextinguishable fire 
Must exercise us, without hope of end, 
s2 
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The vassals of his anger, when the scourge 
Inexorably, and the tortiiring hour. 
Calls us to j>enance ? More destroy'd than thus. 
We should be quite abolish'd, and expire. 
What fear we then ? what doubt we to incense 
His utmost ire ? which, to the height enrag'd. 
Will either quite consume us, and reduce 
To nothing this essential; happier far 
Than miserable to have eternal being : 
Or, if our substance be indeed divine. 
And cannot cease to be, we are at worst 
On this side nothing; and by proof we feel 
Our power sufficient to disturb his Heaven, 
And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 
Though inaccessible, his fatal throne ; 
Which, if not victory, is yet revenge." 

He ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Desperate revenge, and battle dangerous 
To less than Gods. On the other side up-rose 
Belial, in act more graceful and humane : 
A fairer person lost not Hfeaven ; he seem'd 
For dignity corapos'd, and high exploit: 
But all was false and hollow ; though his tongue 
I y[ Dropt manna, and could make the worse appear 

'. j^ The* better reasoB, to perplex and dash 

•Maturest counsels: for his thoughts were low; 
To vice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful : yet he pleas'd the ear, 
IH And with persuasive accent thus began: 

\^ "I should be much for open war, O Peers, 

As not behind in hate ; if what was urg'd 
Main reason to persuade immediate war. 
Did not dissuade me most, and seen) to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success; 
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IfVhen he, who most excels in fact of arms, 
In what he counsels, and in what excels. 
Mistrustful, g^unds his courage on despair 
And utter (tissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge. 
First, what revenge ? The towers of Heaven are fiU'd 
"With armed watch, that render all access 
Impregnable.: oft on the bordering deep 
Encamp their legions ; or, with obscure wing. 
Scout far and wide into the realm of nig^t. 
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all Hell should rise 
"With blackest insurrection, to confound 
Heaven's purest light ; yet our great enemy. 
All incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted ; and the' ethereal mould. 
Incapable of stain, would soon expel 
Her mischief, and purge off the baser fire, 
Victorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
Is flat despair. We must exasperate 
The' Almighty Victor to spend all his rage. 
And that must end us ; that must be our cure. 
To be no more. Sad cure ! for who would lose. 
Though full of pain, this intellectual being. 
Those thoughts that wander through eternity, 
To perish rather, swallow'd up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated night. 
Devoid of sense and motion ? And who knows, 
Let this be good, whether our angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever ? how he can. 
Is doubtfiil J that he never will, is sure. 
Will he, so wise, let loose at once his ire. 
Belike through impotence, or unaware. 
To give his enemies their wish, and end 
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Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 
To punish endless ? Wherefore cease we then ? 
Say they who counsel war ; we are decreed, 
Reserv'd, and destin'd to eternal woe ; 
Whatever doing, what can we suffer more. 
What can we suffer worse ? Is this then worst. 
Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms ? 
What, when we fled amain, pursued, and struck 
With Heaven's afflicting thunder, and besought 
The deep to shelter us ? tliis Hell then seem'd 
A refuge from those wounds : or when we lay 
Chain'd on the burning lake ? that sure was worse. 
What if the breath that kindled those grim fires, 
Awak'd, should blow them into seven-fold rage. 
And plunge us in the flames ? or, from above. 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us ? What if all 
Her stores were open'd, and this firmament 
Of HeU should spout her cataracts of fire. 
Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 
One day upon our heads ; while we perhaps. 
Designing or exhorting glorious war. 
Caught in a fiery tempest, shall be hurl'd 
Each on his rock transfix'd, the sport and prey 
Of wracking whirlwinds ; or for ever sunk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 
There to converse with everlasting groans, 
Unrespited, unpitied, unrepriev'd. 
Ages of hopeless end ? This would be worse. 
War, therefore, open or concealed, aUke 
My voice dissuades ; for what can force or guile 
With him, or who deceive his mind, whose eye 
Mews all things at one view ? He from Heaven's 
heighth 
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All these oar motions vain sees, and derides ; 

Wot more almighty to resist our might 

Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 

Thus trampled, thus expell'd, to suffer here 

Chains and these torments? better these than worse. 

By my advice ; since fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree. 

The victor's will. To suffer, as to do. 

Our strength is equal, nor the law unjust • 

That so ordains : this was at first resolv'd. 

If we were wise, agsunst so g^eat a foe 

Contending, and so doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh, when those who at the spear are bold 

And venturous, if that fail them, shrink and fear, 

What yet they know must follow, to endure 

Exile, or |giiomin\i, or bonds, or pain, 

The sentence of their conqueror : this is now 

Our doom ; which if we can sustun and bear. 

Our supreme foe in time may much remit 

His anger ; and perhaps, thus far reraov'd. 

Not mind us not offending, satisfied 

With what is punish'd; whence these raging fires 

Will slacken, if his breath stir not their flames. 

Our purer essence then will overcome 

Their noxious vapour ; or, inur'd, not fe«l ; 

Or, chang'd at length, and to the place conform'd 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror will grow mild, this darkness light ; 

Besides what hope the never-en<Kng flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 

Worth waiting ; since our present lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worst. 

If we procure not to ourselves more woe." 
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Tbiifl BeHal, with words doth'd in reaaoii'» gnti, 
Counsell'd ignoble ease, snd peaceful slotb. 
Not peace: and after him thus Mammon qtake :^ 

<* Either to disenthrone the King of Heaven 
We war, if war be best, or to regain 
Our own right lost Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife : 
The former, vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us 
Within Heaven's bound, unless Heaven's Lord 

Supreme 
We overpower ? Suppose he should rdentt 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection ; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his presence humble, and receive 
Strict laws impos'd, to celebrate his throne 
With wart>led hymns, and to his Godhead ai^ 
Forc'd Halleluiahs ; while he lordly sits 
Our envied Sov'ran, and his altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers^ 
Our servile offerings ? This must be our task 
In Heaven, this our delight ; how wearisome 
Eternity so spent, in worship paid 
To whom we hate ! Let us not then pursue 
By force impossible, by leave obtain'd 
Unacceptable, though in Heaven, our state 
Of splendid vassalage ; but rather seek 
Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 
live to ourselves, though in this vast recess» 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring 
Hard liberty before the easy yoke 
Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 
Then most conspicuous, when great things of small. 
Useful of hurtful, prosperous of advene« 
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We can create s and in what place so e*er 

Tlirivc under cvU, and work ease out of pain. 

Through labour and endurance. This deep world 

Of darkness do we dread ? How ofl lunidst 

Thick clouds and dark doth Heaven's all-ruling Sire 

Choose to reside, his glory unobscur'd, 

And with the majesty of darkness round 

(Covers his throne; from whence deep thunders roar 

Mustering their rage, and Heaven resembles Hell ? 

As he our darkness, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we please ? This desert soil 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold $ 

Kor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 

Magnilioence ; and what can Heaven show more ? 

Our toiments also may in lengtli of time 

Become our elements ; these piercing fires 

As soft as now severe, our temper chang'd 

Into their temper ; which must needs remove 

The sensible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 

Of order, how in safety best we may 

Compose our present evils, with regard 

Of what we are, and where i dismissing quite 

AU thoughts of war : — yt have what I advise." 

He scarce had finish'd, when such murmur flU'd 
The* assembly, as when hollow rocks retain 
The sound of blustering winds, which all night long 
Hsd rous*d the sea, now with hoarse cadence lull 
Sea-fiuing men o*er-watch'd, whose bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
Ailer the tempest. Such applause was heard 
As Mammon ended ; and his sentence pleas*d. 
Advising peace : for such another field 
They dreaded worse than Hell : so much the fear 
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Of thunder and the sword of Michael 
Wrought still within them ; and no less desire 
To found this nether empire, which mig^ht rise 
By policy, and long process of time. 
In emulation opposite to Heaven. 
Which when Beelzebub perceiv'd, than whom, 
Satan except, none higher sat, with grave 
Aspect he rose, and in his rising seem*d 
A pillar* of state ; deep on his front engraven 
Deliberation sat, and public care ; 
And princely counsel in his face yet shone 
Majestic, though in ruin : sage he stood. 
With Atlant^an shoulders fit to bear 
The weight of mightiest monarchies : his look 
Drew audience and attention, still as night 
Or summer's noon-tide air, while thus he spake :— 
" Thrones and Imperial Powers, Offspring of 
Ethereal Virtues ; or these titles now [Heaven, 

Must we renounce, and, changing style, be call'd 
Princes of Hell t for so the popular vote 
Inclines here to continue, and build up here 
A g^wing empire ; doubtless ; while we dream. 
And know not that the King of Heaven hath doomed 
This place our dungeon ; not our safe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heaven's high jurisdiction^ in new league 
Banded against his throne, but to remain 
In strictest bondage, though thus far remov'd 
Under the' inevitable curb, reserv'd 
His captive multitude. For he, be sure. 
In heighth or depth, still first and last will reign 
Sole King, and of his kingdom lose no part 
By our revolt ; but over Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron sceptre rule 
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Us here, as with his golden those in Heaven. 

What sit we then projecting peace and war ? 

War hath detennin'd us, and foiPd with loss 

Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 

Vouchsaf 'd or sought; for what peace will be giren 

To us enslay'd, but custody severe. 

And stripes, and arbitraiy punishment 

Inflicted ? and what peace can we return. 

But to our power hostility and hate, 

Untam'd reluctance, and revenge though slow. 

Yet ever plotting how the Conqueror least 

May reap his conquest, and may least rejoice 

In doing what we most in suffering feel ? 

Nor will occasion want, nor shall we need 

With dangerous expedition to invade 

Heaven, whose high walls fear no assault or siege, 

Or ambush from the deep. "What if we find 

Some easier enterprize ? There is a place, 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in Heaven 

Err not,) another world, the happy seat 

Of Some new race call'd Man, about this time 

To be created like to us, though less 

In power and excellence, but favoured more 

Of Him who rules above ; so was his will 

Fronounc'd among the Gods, and by an oath. 

That shook Heaven's whole circumference, con- 

firm'd. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what mould 
Or sabstance, how endued, and what their power^ 
And where their weakness ; how attempted best. 
By force or subtlety, lliough Heaven be shut. 
And Heaven's high Arbitrator ait secure 
In his own Strength, this place may lie expos'd. 
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The utmost border of his kingdom, left 

To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 

Some advantageous act may be achiev'd 

By sudden onset ; either with Hell-fire 

To waste his whole creation, or possess 

All as our own, and drive, as we were driven. 

The puny habitants ; or, if not drive. 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

Abolish his own works. This would surpass 

Common reveng^e, and interrupt his joy 

In our confusion, and our joy upraise 

Tn his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 

Hurl'd headlong to partake with us, shall curse 

Their frail original, and faded bliss. 

Faded so soon. Advise, if this be worth 

Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 

Hatchmg vain empires." Thus Beelzebub 

l^leaded his devilish counsel, first devis'd 

By Satan, and in part proposed : for whence. 

But from the author of all ill, could spring 

So deep a malice, to confound the race 

Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 

To mingle and involve, done all to spite 

The great Creator ? But their spite still serves 

His glory to augment. The bold design 

Pleas'd highly those infernal States, and joy 

Sparkled in all their eyes ; with full assent 

They vote : whereat his speech he thus renews. 

** Well have ye judged, well ended long debate. 
Synod of Gods, and, like to what ye are. 
Great things resolv'd, which, from the lowest deep. 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate, 
Ne{u*er our ancient seat ; perhaps in view 
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Of those bright confines, whence, with neighbour- 
ing aims 
And opportune excuitton, we may chance 
Be-enter Heaven ; or else in some mild zone 
Dwell, not unvisited of Heaven's fiur lig^t. 
Secure ; and at the brightening orient beam j 

Purge off this gloom .* the soft deficious air. 
To heal the scar of these corrosive fire% [send 
Shall breathe her balm. Bat first whom ahaO we 
In search of this new world ? whom shall we find 
Sufficient ? who shall tempt with wandering feet 
The dark unbottom'd infinite abyss, I 

And through .the palpable obscure find out J 

His uncouth way, or spread his aeiy flight | 

Upborne with indefatigable wings 1 

Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive jl 

The happy isle P What strength, what art can then 
Suffice, or what evanon bear him safe ^ 

Through the strict senteries and stations thick 
Of Angels watching round ? Here he had need 
All circumspection, and we now no less 
Choice in our suffrage ; for, on whom we send. 
The weight of all and our last hope relies." 

This said, he sat ; and expectation held ^ 

His look suspense, awuting who appeared ' 

To second, or oppose, or undertake j. 

The perilous attempt : but all sat mute, | : 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts ; and each 
In other's countenance read his own dismay, 
Astonish'd : none among the choice and prime '| 

Of those He aven-warring champions could be found > 

So hardy, as to proffer or accept, / 

Alone, the dreadful voyage ; till at last i 

Satan, whom now transcendent glory rais'd 
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Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 
Conscious of highest worth, immov'd, thus spake : 

« O Progeny of Heaven, empyreal Thrones, 
With reason hath deep silence and demur 
Seiz'd us, though undismay'd : long is the way 
And hard, that out of HeU leads up to liglit ; 
Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire. 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round 
Ninefold ; and gates of burning adamant, 
Barr'd over us, prohibit all egress. 
These pass'd, if any pass, the void profound 
Of unessential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter loss of being 
Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he 'scape into whatever world. 
Or unknown region, what remiuns him less 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape ? 
But I should ill become this Throne, O Peers, 
And this imperial sovereignty, adom'd [pos'd 

With splendour, arm'd with power, if aught pio- 
And judg*d of pubhc moment, in the shape 
Of difficulty or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I assume 
These royalties, and not refuse to reig^. 
Refusing to accept as great a share 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who reigns, and sp much to him due 
Of hazard more, as he above the rest 
High honoured sits ? Go, therefore, mighty Powers, 
Terror of Heaven, though fall'n ; intend at home. 
While here shall be our home, what best may ease 
The present misery, and render Hell 
More tolerable J if there be cure or charm 
To respite, or deceive, or slack the paih 
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Of this 31 mansion : intennit no watch 
Against a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coasts of dark destruction seek 
Deliverance for us all : — ^this enterprise 
None shall partake with me." Thus saying, rose 
The lionarch, and prevented all reply ; 
Prudent, lest, from his resolution rais'd. 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refiis'd) what erst they fear'd ; 
And, so refus'd, might in opinion stand 
His rivals ; winning cheap the high repute, 
"Which he through hazard huge must earn. But they 
Dreaded not more the' adventure, than hisvcuce 
Forbidding ; and at once with him they rose : 
Their rising all at once, was as the sound 
Of thunder heard remote. Towards him they bend 
IVith awful reverence prone ; and as a God 
Extol him equal to the Highest in Heaven ! 
Nor fail'd they to express how much they prais'd. 
That for the general safety he despis'd 
His own: for neither do the Spirits damn'd 
Lose all their virtue ; lest bad men should boast 
Their specious deeds on earth, which g^oiy' excites. 
Or close ambition, vamish'd o'er with zeal. 
Thus they their doubtful consultations dark 
Ended, rejoiong in their matchless Chief; 
As when from mountain-tops the dusky clouds 
Ascending, while the north-wind sleeps, overspread 
Heaven's cheerful face, the louring element 
Scowls o'er the darken'd landskip snow, or shower, 
If chance the radiant sun with farewell sweet 
Extend his evening-beam, the fields revive, 
The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
Attest their joy, that hill and valley rings. 
r2 
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O shame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 

Finn concord holds, men only disagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace : and (God prochdniing peace) 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife. 

Among themselves, and levy cruel wars. 

Wasting the eaith, each other to destroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellish foes enow besides, 

That, day and night, for his destruction wait 

The Stygian council thus dissolv'd ; and forth 
In order came the grand infernal peers : 
Midst came their mighty paramount, and seem'd 
Alone the' antagonist of Heaven, nor leaa 
Than Hell's dread emperor, with pomp supreme, 
And god-like imitated state : him round 
A globe of fiery seraphim enclos'd 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their session ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal sound the great result. 
Toward the four winds four speedy Cherubim 
Put to their moutlis the sounding alchemy. 
By herald's voice explained ; the hoUow* abjrss 
Heard far and wide, and all the host of Hell 
With deafening shout retum'd them loud acclaim. 
Thence more at ease thpir minds, and somewhat 

rjus'd 
By false presumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Disband, and, wandering, each his several way 
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 
Leads him perplex'd, where he may likeliest find 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours, till his great Chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the ur sublime^ 
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Upon the wii^ or in swift nee contend. 
As at the Olympian games or Pythian fields s 
Part cmb th^ fiery steeds^ or dmn the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades fimn. 
As when, to warn proud cities^ war appears 
Wag'd in the troubled sl^, and armies rash 
To battle in the doods, before each van 
Prick forth the aeiy knights, and ooudi dieir spears 
Till thickest legiiHis close ; with feats of arms 
From either end of Heaven tiie welkin bums. 
Others, with Tsst Typhcean rage more fell. 
Rend op both rocks and bills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind; Hell scarce holds the wild nproac!. 
As when Alcides, from CEchafia crown'd 
With conquest, felt th' enrenom'd robe, and tore^ 
Through pain, up by the roots ThesBalian pines. 
And Lichas from the top of (Eta. threw 
Into the' Euboic sea. Others, more mild. 
Retreated in a alent vaQey, mng 
With notes angelical to many a haip 
Their own heroic deeds and hapless fidl 
By doom of battle ; and comphhi that ficte 
Free virtue should enthral to force or chance. 
Their song was partial; but the harmony 
(What could it less when S^nts immortal sing?) 
Suspended HeD, and took with ravishment 
The thronging audience. In discourse more sweet, 
(For eloquence the soul, soi^ ehaims the sense,) 
Others apart sat on a hill retir'd. 
In thoughts more elevate, and reasoned high 
Of Providence, foreknowledge, will, and fiite, 
Fix'd fete, free will, foreknowledge absolute. 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lost 
Of good and evil much they argued then. 
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Of happiness and final misery, 
Passion and apathy, and glory' and shame. 
Vain wisdom all, and false philosophy : 
Yet, with a pleasing sorcery, could charm 
Pain for a while or anguish, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm the* obdured breast 
With stubborn patience, as with triple steel. 
Another part, in squadrons and gross bands, 
On bold adventure to discover wide 
That dismal world, if any clime perhaps 
Miglit yield them easier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, tliat disgorge 
Into the burning lake their baleful streams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 
Sad Acheron, of sorrow, black and deep ; 
Cocytus, nam*d of lamentation loud 
Heaotl on the rueful stream ; fierce Phlegethon, 
"Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far off from tliese, a slow and silent stream, 
Lethe, the river of oblivion, rolls 
. Her watery labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Fortliwitli his former state and being' forgets. 
Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 
Of ancient pile ; or else deep snow and ice, 
A gulf profound, as that Serbonian bog 
Betwixt Damiata and Mount Cassius old. 
Where armies whole have sunk : the parching air 
Burns frore, and cold performs the' effect of fire. 
Thither, by harpy-footed furies hal'd. 
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At certain revolutions, all the damn'd 

Are brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce. 

From beds of raging fire, to starre in ice 

Their soft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 

Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round. 

Periods of time, thence' hurried back to fire. 

They feny over this Lethean sound 

Both to and fro, their sorrow to augment^ 

And wish and struggle, as they pass, to reach 

The tempting stream, with one small drop to lose 

In sweet fi)rg;etfulnes& all pain and woe. 

All in one moment, and so near the brink ; 

But Fate withstands, and to oppose the' attempt 

Medusa with Goigt>nian terror guards 

The ford, and of itself the water flies 

All taste of living wi^t, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In coniiis'd march forlorn, the' adventurous bands 

With shuddering horror pale, and eyes aghast, 

Yiew'd first their lamentable lot, and found 

No rest : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They pass'd, and many a region dolorous, 

O'er many a frozen, many a fieiy Alp, 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of 

death; 
A universe of death ! which God by curse 
Created evil, for evil only good. 
Where all tife dies, death lives, and nature breeds^ 
Perverse, all monstrous, all prodigious things. 
Abominable, inutterable, and worse 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv*d, 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. 
Meanwhile, the Adversary of God and Man, 
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Satan, witli thoughts inflam'd of highest desi^, 

Puts on swift whig^, and towards the gtites of Hel! 

Explores his solitary flight : sometimes 

He scours the right liand coast, sometimes the left 

Now shaves with level wing the deep, then soars 

Up to the fiery concave towering high. 

As vhen far off at sea, a fleet descried 

Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds 

Close sailing from Bengala, or the isles 

Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchants brin^ 

Their spicy drug^ ; they, on the trading flood, 

Through tlie wide Ethiopian to the Cape, 

Ply stemming nighly toward the pole : so seem'd 

Far off the flying Fiend. At last appear 

Hell bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof. 

And thrice three. fold the gates ; three folds were 

Three iron, three of adamantine rock [brass, 

Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, 

Yet unconsum'd. Before the gates there sat 

On either side a formidable shape ; 

The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair ; 

But ended foul in many a scaly fold 

Voluminous and vast ; a serpent arm'd 

With mortal sting : about her middle round 

A cry of Hell-hounds never ceasing bark'd 

With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 

A hideous peal ; yet, when they Ust, would creepi 

If aught disturbed tlieir noise, into her womb. 

And kennel there ; yet there still bark'd andhowlU 

Within unseen. Far less abhorr'd than these 

Vex'd Scylla, bathing in the sea that parts 

Calabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shore : 

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when, call'd 

In secret, riding through the air she comes. 
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lAv^d with the smell of infant blood, to dance 
l¥ith Lapland witches; while the labooring moon 
Eclipses at their charms. The other shape. 
If shape it mig^t be call'd, that shape had none 
Distinguishable in member, joint, or hmb ; 
Or substance might be call'd, that shadow seem'd. 
For each seem'd either ; black it stood as Night, 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 
And shook a dreadful dait; what seem'd his head 
The likeness of & kingly crown had on. 
Satan was now at hand, and from his seat 
The monster, moving onward, came as fast 
VFith horrid strides ; Hell trembled as he strode. 
The' undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Admir'd, not fear'd : God and his Son except 
Created thing nought valued he, nor shunn'd; 
And with disdain^ look thus first began : 

^ Whence and what art thou, execrable shape. 
That dar'st, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates P through them I mean to pass, 
That be assur'd, without leave ask'd of thee: 
Retire, or taste thy folly, and learn by proo( 
Hell-bom, not to contend with Spirits of Heav'n." 

To whom the goblin full of wrath replied : 
** Art thou that traitor-Angel, art thou He, 
Who first broke peace in Heaven; and faith, tili 
Unbroken ; and in proud rebellious arms [then 
Brew after him the third part of Heaven's sons 
Conjur'd against the Highest; for which both thott 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemned 
To waste eternal days in woe and pain ? 
Ami reckon'st thou thyself with Spirits of Heaven, 
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Hell-doom'd, and breath'st defiance here and scom- 
Where I reign king ; and, to enrage thee more, 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punishment. 
False fugitive, and to thy speed add wings. 
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy lingering, or with one stroke of this dart 
Strange horror seize thee, and pangs unfelt before-' 

So spake the grisly Terror, and in shape. 
So speaking and so threatening, grew ten-fold 
More dreadful and deform. On the other side, 
Incens'd with indignation, Satan stood 
tJnterrified, and like a comet bum'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
In the' arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the head 
Levell'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No second stroke intend ; and such a frown 
Each cast at the' other, as when two black cloudb'. 
With Heaven's artillery fraught, come rattUng on 
Over the Caspian, then stand front to front. 
Hovering a space, till winds the signal blow- 
To join their dark encounter in mid air : 
So frown'd the mighty combatants, that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown ; so match'dthey stood; 
For never but once more was either like 
To meet so great a foe : and now great deeds 
Had been achiev'd, whereof all Hell had rung, 
Had not the snaky sorceress, that sat 
Fast by Hell-gate, and kept the fatal key, 
Ris'n, and with hideous outcry rush'd between. 
** O Father, what intends thy hand, she cried. 
Against thy only Son ? What fury, O Son, 
Possesses thee to bend that mortal dart 
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Against thy Father's head ? and know'st fcft whom; 
For him who sits above and Uugha the while 
At thee ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whate'er his wrath, which he caUs justice, bids 
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both.'* 

She spskke, and at her words the hellish Pest 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan retum'd : 
'< So strange thy outcry, and thy words so strange 
Thou interposest, that my sudden hand. 
Prevented ^uores to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till first I know of thee. 
What thing thou art, thus double-fonn'd ; and why, 
In this intenal vsde first met, thou call'st 
Me Father, and that phantasm call'st my Son : 
I know thee not, nor ever saw till now 
Sight more detestable than him and thee/* * 

To' whom thus the Fortress of Hell-gate replied; 
** Hast thou foigqt me then,*and do I seem 
Now in thine eye so foul ? once deem'd so fair 
In Heaven, when at the' assembly, and in sight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combin'd 
In bold conspiracy agunst Heaven's King, 
All on a sudden miserable pain 
Surpris'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swum 
In darkness, while thy head flames thick and fast 
Threw forth ; till, on the left side opening wide, 
likest to thee in shape and countenance bright. 
Then shining heaiveidy fair, a goddess aim'd. 
Out of thy head I sprung : amazement seiz'd 
All the' host of Heaven ; back they recoil'd afiraSd 
At first, and callM me Sirh uid for a sign 
Portentous held me $ but, fiuniliar grown, 
I pleas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The most aveise, thee chiefly, who full oft 
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Thyself ift me thy perfect image viewing 
Becam'st entmour'd, and such joy thou took'st 
With me in secret, that my womb conceived 
A growing burden. Meanwhile war arose. 
And fields were fought in Heaven, wherein remain'd 
(For what could else ?) to our Almighty Foe 
Clear victory ; to our part loss and roiut. 
Through aU the empyrean/, down they feD, 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Into this deep ; and in the general fall ^ 
I also ; at which time, this powerful key 
Into my hand waa ^ven, with charge to keep 
These gates for ever shut, which none can pass 
Without my opening. Penave here I sat 
Alone ; but long I sat not, till my womb, 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown. 
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. 
At last this odious offspring whom thou seest. 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way. 
Tore through my entrails, that, with fear and pain 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transform'd : but he my inbred enemy 
Forth issued, brandishing his fatal dart 
Made to destroy ! I fled, and cried out, Decah ! 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd 
From all her caves, and back resounded Beaih ! 
I fled ; but he pursued, (though more, it seems. 
Inflamed with lust than rage,) and, swifter fep. 
Me overtook, his mother, all dismay'd. 
And in embraces forcible and (oul 
Ingendering with me, of that rape begot 
These yelling monsters, that with ceaseless cry 
Surround me, as thou saw'st, hourly conceiv'd 
And hourly bom, with sorrow infinite 
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To me ; for when they Ust, into the womb 
That bred them they return, and howl and gnaw 
My bowels, their repast ; then bursting forth 
Afresh with conscious terrors vex me round. 
That rest or intermission none I find. 
Before mine ^yes in opposition sits 
Grim Death, my son and foe ; who sets them on, ~ 
And me his parent would full soon devour 
For want of other prey, but Aat he knows 
His end with mine inVolv'd ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane. 
Whenever that shall be ; so Fate pronounc'd. 
But thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, shun 
His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in those bri^t arms. 
Though tempered heavenly; for that mortal dint. 
Save He who reigns above, none can resist.*' • 

She finished ; and the subtle Fiend his lore 
Soon leam'd, now milder, and thus answer'd snMft>th: 
«• Dear Daughter, since thou claam'st me for thy sire, 
And my fair son here show'st me, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heaven, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, through dire change 
Befall'n us, unforeseen, unthought of; know, 
I come no enemy, but to set free 
From out this dark and dismal house of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heavenly host 
Of Spirits, that, in our just pretences aim'd. 
Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand sole ; and one for all 
Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread 
The' unfounded deep, and through the void immenfu^ 
To search with wandering quest a place foretold ^ 
Should bc^ and, by concurring signs, ere now 
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Created yait and round, a place of bliaa 

In the purlieus of Heaven, and therein plac'd 

A race of upstart creatures to supply 

Perhaps ohr vacant room ; though more remov*d« 

Lest Heaven, surchar^d with potent multitude. 

Might hap to move new broils. Be this or aught 

Than this more secret now desig^'d, I haste 

To know ; and this once known, shall soon retura. 

And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 

Shall dwell at ease, amd up and down unseen 

Wing silently the buxom air, imbalm*d 

l^ith odours ; there ye shall be fed and fill'd 

Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey." 

He ceas'd, for both seem'd highly pleas'd, and 
Grinn'd horrible a ghastly smile, to hear [Dealh 
His famine should be fill'd ; and blest his mAW> 
Destin'd to that good hour : no less rejoic'd 
His mother bad, and thus bespake her sire: 

«* The.key of this infernal pit by due, 
And by command of Heaven's all.poweiful Kin|f, 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart. 
Fearless to be o'ermatchM by living might 
But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither tl^ust me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound. 
To sit in hateful office here confin'd. 
Inhabitant of Heaven, and heavenly-bom. 
Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamors compass'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed? 
Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
My being gav'st me ; whom should I obey 
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JBut thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me soon 
To that new world of light and bliss among 
The Ciods who live at ease, where I sha4 reign 
At thy ri^t hand voluptuous, as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end.*" 

Thus saying, from her side the fatal key. 
Sad instrument of all our woe, she took ; 
And, towards the gate rolling her bestial train. 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew. 
Which but herself not all the Stygian Powers 
Could once have mov*d ; then in the key-hole turns 
The' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of massy iron or solid rock with ease 
Unfastens : on a sudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring sound 
The' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to shut 
Excell'd her power ; the gates wide open at^od. 
That with extended wings a banner'd host. 
Under spread ensigns marching, might pass through 
With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array ; 
So wide they stood, and like a furnace-mouth 
Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy €ame. 
Before their eyes in sudden view appear 
The secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, [heigfath. 

Without dimension, where length, breadth, and 
And time, and place, are lost ; where eldest Ni£^t 
And Chaosy ancestors of Nature, hold 
Eternal anarchy, amidst the nobe 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand. 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce^ 
Strive here for mastery, and to battle bring 
q2 
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Their embryon atoms ; they around the flag 

Of each his faction, in their several clans, 

Iight«ann'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or aIow» 

Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the sandii 

Of Barca or Gyrene's torrid scmI, 

Levied to side with warring winds^ and poise 

Their lighter wings. To whom these most adheie» 

He rules a moment : Chaos umpire sits^ 

And by decision more embroils the fray. 

By which he reigns : next him, high arbiter. 

Chance golems ail. Into this wild abyss, 

The womb of Nature, and perhaps her grave. 

Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor iire. 

But all these in their pregnant causes mixM 

Confus'dly, and which thus must ever fight. 

Unless the' Almighty Maker them ordaiti 

His dark materials to create more worlds ; 

Into this wild abyss the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell, and iook'd awhile. 

Pondering his voyage ; for no narrow frith 

He had to cross. Nor was his ear less pealed 

With noises loud and ruinous, (to compare 

Great things with small,) than when BeUona stonn^s 

With all her battering eng^es bent to rase 

Some capital city ; or less than if this fnmrie 

Of Heaven were falUng, and these elements 

in mutiny had from her axle torn 

The stedfast earth. At last his sail-broad vanr 

He spreads for flight, and in the surging smoke 

Uplifted spurns the ground ; thence many a league. 

As in a cloudy chair, ascending rides 

Audacious ; but, that seat soon failing, meets 

A vast vacuity. All unawares 

Fluttering his pennons vain, plump down he drops 
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Ten thousand fathom deep ; and to this kowr 

Down had been fidling» hiid not by iU chaooe 

The strong rebuif of some tumuttuous eload,* 

Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that ftiiy staid, 

Quench'd in a boggy syrtis, neither sea, 

Nor good dry land : nigh fbmider'd on he hie». 

Treading the crude consistence, half on foot, 

Hidf flying ; behoves him now both oar and tail. 

As when a gryphon, through the wilderness 

With winged course^ o'er hill or moory dide. 

Pursues the Arimas|nan, who by steakh 

Had from his wakeful custody purioin'd 

The guarded gold : so eagerly the Fiend [rwe. 

O'er bog, or steeps tiirough strait, rough, dense, or 

With head, bands, wings, or feet,' pursues his way. 

And s^ims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, <ir flies : 

At length a universal hubbub wild 

Of stunning sounds, and voices all confus'd. 

Borne through the faoUow daxk, assaultabis ev 

With loudest vehemence : thither he plies, 

Undaunted to meet there whatever Power 

Or Spirit of Ae nethermost abyss 

Might in thsft noise reside, of whom to ask 

Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies 

Bordering on light ; when straight behold the throne 

Of Chaos, and his daik pavilion spread 

Wide on the wasteful deep ; with him enthron'd 

Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things. 

The consort of his reign ; and by them stood 

Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 

Of Demogorgon; Rumour next and Chance, 

And Tumult and Confusion all embroil'd. 

And Discord with a thousand various mouths. 
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To whom Satan tinning boldly, thus : ** Te Powers 
And Spirits of thia nethermost abyss. 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no spy, 
"Wiih. purpose to explore or to disturb 
The secrets of your realm ; but, by construnt 
Wandering this darksome desert, as my way 
Lies through your spacious empire up to light. 
Alone, and without guide, half lost, I seek 
What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with Heaven ; or if some other place. 
From your dominion won, the' ethereal King 
Possesses lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound ; direct my course ; 
.Directed, no mean recompense it brings 
To your behoof, if I that region lost. 
All usurpation thence ezpell'd, reduce 
To her original darkness, and your sway, 
(Which is my present journey,) and once more 
Erect the standard there of ancient Night : 
Yours be the' advantage all, mine the revenge.** 

Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old. 
With faltering speech and visage incompos'd, 
Answer'd : " I know thee, stranger, who thou art. 
That mighty leading Angel, who of latfc 
Made head against Heaven's King, though over* 
I saw and heard; for such a numerous host [thrown. 
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep. 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, " 
Confusion worse confounded ; and Heaven-gates 
Pour'd out by millions her victorious bands 
Pursuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence ; if all I can wiU serve 
That little which is left so to defend, 
Encroach'd on still through your intestine bioik 
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Weakening the soeptfe' of old Ni^t : first Hel]» 
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Heaven, and Earth, another world. 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a gdden chain 
To that side Heaven from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far; 
So much the nearei^ danger : go, and speed i 
Havoc, and spoil, and ruin, are my gain." 

He ceas'd ; and Satan stud not to reply. 
But, glad that now his sea should find a Aate, 
With fresh alacri^, and force renew'd, 
Springps upward, like a pyraimd of fire. 
Into the wild expanse ; and, through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round 
Environed, wins his way ; harder beset 
And more endangered, than when Argo pass'd 
Through Bosporus, betwixt the justling rocks : 
Or when Ulysses on the larboard shunn'd 
Charybdis, and by the' other whirlpool steeled : 
So he with difRcuHy and labour hacd 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labour he ; 
But, he once past, soon after, when man fell. 
Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, such was the will of Heaven, 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyss, whose ))oiling gulf 
Tamely endur'd a f^ridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continued reaching the' utmost orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the Spirits perverse 
With easy intercourse pass to and fro 
To tempt or punish mortals, except whom 
God and g^od angfels g^ard by special grace. 
But now at last the sacred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 
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Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn. Here Nature first begins 
Her farthest verge, and Chaos to retirie 
As from her outmost works, a broken foe 
With tumult less, and with less hostile ^n. 
That Satan with less toil, and now with ease 
Wafts on the calmer ware by dubious light. 
And, like a weather-beaten vessel, holds 
Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn ; 
Or in the emptier waste, resembling air. 
Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold 
Far off the' empyreal Heaven, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermined square or round. 
With opal towers and battlements adom'd 
Of living sapphire, once his native seat ; 
And fast by, hanging in a golden chain. 
This pendant world, in bigness as a star 
Of smallest magnitude close by the moon. 
Thither, full fraught with misdiievous revenge, 
Acfurs'd^ and in a cursed hour* he bi«8. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

(iod, sitting OD his Throne, leet aatAii flying towaidi this %orld« 
then newly created ; shows him to the Son, who nt at his rigtic 
hand ; fbretek the sueeess of Satan hi penrertiDg manlcind ; 
clean htt own Justiee and wisdom' ron all imputation, hnTins 
created Man fVee, and aMe enough to have withstood his 
tempter; yet declares his porpose ofgraee towards him, in regt^r^ 
herell not oThis own maHoe, as did Satan, but by him sedueed. 
The Son of God renders pmiscsto his Father for the maniffeatn- 
tioii of his gmciotts purpose towards Man : but God again de^ 
dares, that grace cannot be extendad towards Man without the 
satltTaction of divine justiee ; Man hath offended the m^esty of 
Ood by aspiring to Godhead, aud, therefore, with all his pro- 
gcny, devoted to death, mast die, nnless some one can be found 
suAcient to answer for his offence, and undci^ his punishment. 
The Son of God lireely offecs himself a ransom for Man ; the 
Father aeeepts him, ordains his incumation, pronounces his ex- 
altation above all names in Heaven and Earth; commands all the 
Atigds to adore him : they obey, and, hymning to their harps in 
AiU quire, eclebrate the Father and the Son. Meanwhile Satan 
ftliKhts Qpon the bare convex of thb world*s outermost orb; 
where wandering, he first finds a pbrae, since called theLfanbo 
of Vanity : what penons and thfaigs fly up thither : thence 
comes to the gala aif Heaven, described ascending by stairs, and 
the waters above the firmament that How aboot it : his passage 
thence to the orb of the snn; he finds there Uriel, the regent 
of that oib. bat first ehangei himself hito the shape of a meaner 
Angel; and. pretending a tealous desire to behold the new 
creation, and Man whom God had pfawedhere, inquires of him 
the place of his habiution, and is directed; alights first on 
Mount Miphfttcs. 
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Haix^ holy Light 1 offsprii^ of Heaven fint-boni» 

Or of the' Eternal co^temal beam 

May I express thee' luiblam'd ? since God is fighty 

And never but in unapproached light 

Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee. 

Bright effluence of bright essence increate. ■ 

Or hear'st thou rather pure ethereal stream. 

Whose fountain who shall tell ? Before the sun. 

Before the Heavens thou wert, and at the voice 

Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest 

The rising world of waters dark and deep. 

Won from the void and formless infinite. 

Thee I revisit now with bolder wing, 

Escap'd the Stygian pool, though long detained 

In that obscure sojourn, while in my flight 

Through utter and through middle darkness borne. 

With other notes than to the' Orphean lyre, 

I sung of Chaos and eternal Night ; 

Taught by the heavenly Muse to venture down 

The dark descent, and up to re-ascend 

Though hard and rare: thee I revisit safe. 
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And feel thy sov'Tan vital lamp ; but thou 
Revifflf 8t not these eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop serene hath quenched their oili^ 
Or dim suffusion veil'd. Yet not the more 
Cease I to wander, where the Muses haunt 
Clear spring, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 
Smit with the love of sacred song; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flowery brooks beneath. 
That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Nightly I visit : nor sometimes forgfet 
Those other two equall'd with me in fate. 
So were I equalled with them in renown. 
Blind Thamyris, and blind Mxonides, 
And Tiresias, and Phineus, prophets old : 
llien feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakefbl bird 
Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert hid 
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 
Seasons return; but not to me returns 
Day, or the sweet approach of even or mom. 
Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose. 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 
But cloud instead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the cheerful ways of men 
Cut off", and for the book of knowledge fair 
Presented with a universal blank 
Of Nature's works, to me expung'd and ras'd. 
And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out. 
So much the rather thou, celestial Light, 
Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers 
Irradiate ; there plant eyes, all mist from thence 
Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell 
Of tlungs invinble to mortal sight. 
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Now had the' Ahnij^ty Father from above. 
Prom the pure empyrean where he sits 
High thron'd above all heighth, bent down his eyc# 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the Sanctities of Heaven 
Stood thick as stars, and from his sight receiv'd 
Beatitude past utterance ; on his right 
The radiant image of his glory sat. 
His only Son; on earth he first beheld 
Our two first parents, yet the only two 
Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'd. 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love. 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivall'd love. 
In blissful solitude ; he then surveyed 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 
Coasting the wall of Heaven on this side Night 
In the dun air sublime, and ready now 
To stoop with wearied wings and willing feet 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land imbosom'd, without firmament. 
Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his prospect high. 
Wherein past, present, future, he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

" Only begotten Son, seest tjiou what rage 
Transports our Adversary ? whom no bounds 
Frescrib'd, no bars of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss 
Wide interrupt, can hold; so bent he seems 
On desperate revenge, that shall redound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now. 
Through all restraint broke loose, he wings hiswa^ 
Not far off Heaven, in the precincts of light, 
Pirectly towards the new created world. 
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And Man there plac'd, with purpose to assay 

If him by force he can destrt^, or, worse. 

By some false guile pervert ; and shaU perrert ; 

For Man will hearken to his glozing lies, 

And easily transgress the sole command. 

Sole pledge of his obedience : so will ftll 

He and his faithless progeny : — whose fault ? 

Whose but his own ? Ing^te, he had of me 

All he could have ; I made him just and right. 

Sufficient to have stood, though frae to fall. 

Such I created all the' ethereal Powers [fiul'd; 

And Spirits, both them who stood, and them who 

Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell. 

Not f^e, what proof could they have given sincere 

Of true allegiance, constant faith or love, 

Where only what they needs must do appeared. 

Not what they would ? what praise could they re* 

What pleasure I from such obedience paid, [ceive f 

When will and reason (reason also' is choice) 

Useless and vain, of freedom both despoil'd. 

Made passive both, had serv'd necessity. 

Not me ? They therefore, as to right belonged. 

So were created, nor can justly' accuse 

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate» 

As if predestination over-rul'd 

Their will, dispos'd by absolute decree 

Or high foreknowledge ; they themselves decreed 

Their own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew. 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault. 

Which had no less prov'd certain unforeknown. 

So without least impulse or shadow of fate. 

Or aught by me immutably foreseen. 

They trespass, authors to themselves in all 

Both what they judge, and what they choose ; for so 
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I form'd them fi«e ; uid free they i 

Tin they enthral themselves ; I ebe must chinge 

Their mature, and revoke the high decree 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 

Their freedom ; they themselves ordain'd their ftO. 

The first sort by their own suggestion fell, 

Self-tempted, self-deprav'd : Man ftlls, deceiv'd 

By the' other first : Man therefi^re shall find gTace» 

The other none : in mercy and justice both. 

Through Heaven and Earth, so shall my gloiy' ezcelj 

But mercy, first and last, shall brightest shine." 

Thus while God spake, ambronal fragrance fill'd 
All Heaven, and in the blessed Spirits elect 
Sense of new joy ineffable diffus'd. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 
Host glorious; in him all his Father shone 
Substantially expressed ; and in his face 
Divine compassion visib^ appear'd, 
liove without end, and without measure grace. 
Which uttering, thus he to his Father spake : 

« O Father I gracious was that word which clos'A 
Thy sov'ran sentence, that Man should find grace ; 
For which both Heaven and Earth shall high extol 
Thy praises^ with the' innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy thitme 
^ncompass'd shall resound thee ever blest 
For should man finally be lost, should Man, 
Thy creature late so lov'd, thy youngest son, 
FaU circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly P That be from thee far. 
That far be &om thee. Father, who art Judge 
Of all things made, and judgest only right. 
Or shall the Adversary thus obtain 
His end, and finistiate thine ? shall he fulfil 
h2 
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His maiace and thy goodness bring to nought. 
Or proud return* though to his heavier doom, 
Tet with revenge accomplish'd, and to Hell 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyself 
Abolish thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou hast made ? 
So should thy goodness and thy g^atness both 
Be question'd and blasphem'd without defence." 

To whom the great Creator thus replied : 
** O Son,Lin whom my soul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bosom. Son who^art alone 
My word, my wisdom, and effectual might. 
All hast thou spoken as my thoughts are, all 
As my eternal purpose h&ih decreed : 
Man shall not quite be lost, but savM who will ; 
Yet not of will in him, but g^race in me 
Freely vouchsaf'd; once more I will renew 
His lapsed powers, though forfeit, and enthrall'd 
By sin to foul exorbitant desires ; 
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 
On even g^und against his mortal foe ; 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 
His fall'n condition is, and to me owe 
All his deliverance, and to none but me. 
Some I have chosen of peculiar grace. 
Elect above the rest ; so is my will : 
The rest shall hear me call, and oft be wam'd 
Their sinful state, and to appease betimes 
The' incensed Deity, while oflTer'd grace 
Invites ; for I will clear their senses dark. 
What may suffice, and soften stony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 
To prayer, repentance, and obedience due. 
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Though bat endeayour'd with sncefe i 

Mine ear shall not be alow, mine eye not i 

And I will place within them as a guide. 

My umpire Conscience; whom if diey will hear* 

Light after light, well us'd, they shall attain. 

And to the end persisting, safe amve. 

This my long si^eraace, and my day of gface. 

They who neglect and seom, ahidl neirer taste ; 

But haid be haiden'd, blind be bttnded more. 

That they may stumble on, and deeper &U ; 

And none but such from mercy I exclude. 

But yet all is not done ; Man disobeying. 

Disloyal, breaks his fealty, and mis 

Agsdnst the high supremacy of Heaven, 

Affecting God-head, and, so losing all. 

To expiate his treason hath nought left, 

^ut to destruction sacred and devote. 

He, with his whole posterity, must die ; 

Die he, or justice must ; unless for him 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid 8atisfaction,.death for death. 

Say, heavenly Powers, where shall we find such love? 

Which of ye will be mortal, to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and just tiie' unjust to save ? 

Dwells in all Heaven charity so dear ?" 

He ask'd, but all the heavenly quire stood mute. 
And silence was in Heaven : on' Man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appear'd. 
Much less that durst upon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been lost^ adjudg'd to Death and Hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
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In whom the fulness dwells of love divine. 
His dearest mediation thus renew'd: 

« Father, thy word is past, Man shall find grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The speediest of thy winged messengers, 
To visit all thy creatures, and to aU 
Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unsought ? 
Happy for Han, so coming s he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself, or offering meet. 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring: 
Behold me then ; me for him, life for life 
I offer ; on me let thine anger faU ; 
Account me Han ; I for his sake wiU leave 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him lastly die 
Well pleas'd ; on me let Death wreak all his rage ; 
Under his gloomy power I shaU not long 
Lie vanquished ; thou hast given me to possess 
life in myself for ever ; by.thee I live. 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due. 
All that of me can die ; yet, that debt paid. 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome grave 
His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell ; 
But [ shall rise victorious, and subdue 
My vanqidsher, spoil'd of his vaunted spoil ; 
Death his death's wound shall then receive, and 
Inglorious, of his mortal sting disarm'd. [stoop 

I through the ample air in triumph high 
Shall lead Hell captive, maugre Hell, and show 
The powers of darkness bound. Thou, at the sight 
Pleas'd, out of Heaven shalt look down and smile. 
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While, by thee TBis'd, I ruin all my foen^ 
Death last, and witii his caicass glut the grave : 
Then, with the multitude of my redeem'd. 
Shall enter Heaven, hmg absent, and retime 
Father, to see thy face, wherein no ckmd 
Of anger shall remain, but peace assured 
And reconcilement ; wrath shall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire.** 

His words here ended, but lusmeek aspM 
Silent yet spake, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only shone 
Filial obedience : as a sacrifice 
Glad to be offer'd, he attends the wUl 
Of his great Father. Admiration seiz'd 
All Heaven, what this might mean, and whither tend 
Wondering ; but soon the' Almighty thus replied : 

** O tliou in Heaven and Earth the only peace 
Found put for mankind under wrath ! O thou. 
My sole complacence ! well thou know'st how dear 
To me are all my works, nor Man the leasts 
Though last created ; that for him I spare 
Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save. 
By loring thee awhile, the whole race lost. 
Thou, therefore, whom thou only canst redeem. 
Their nature also to thy nature join; 
And be thyself ICan among men on earth. 
Made flesh, when time shall be, of virgin seed. 
By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam's room 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's son. 
As in him peri^ all men, so in thee. 
As from a second root, shall be restored 
As many as are restor'd, without thee none. 
His crime makes guilty all his sons ; thy merit. 
Imputed, shall absolve them who renounce 
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Their own both righteous and unrighteous deeds. 
And live in thee transplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is most ju8t» 
Shall satisfy for Man, be judg'd and die. 
And dying rise, and rising with him raise 
His brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life. 
So heavenly love shall outdo hellish hate. 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem. 
So dearly to redeem what hellish hate 
So easily destroyed, and still destroys 
In those who, when they may, accept not gnce. 
Nor shah thou, by descending to assume 
Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 
Because thou hast (though thron'd in highest blis 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
God'like fruition) quitted aU, to save 
A world from utter loss, and hast been found 
By merit more than birth-right Son of God, 
Found worthiest to be so by being good. 
Far more than great or high ; because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glor3r' abounds, 
Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 
With thee thy manhood also to this throne ; 
Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed universal King ; all power 
I give thee ; reign for ever, and assume 
Thy merits; under thee, as head supreme, [duce: 
Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions, I re- 
All knees to thee shall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven or Earth, or under Earth in Hell. 
When thou, attended gloriously from Heaven, 
Shalt in the sky appear, and from thee send 
The summoning Arch-angels to proclaim 
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Thy dread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds. 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all past ages, to the general doom 
Shall hasten ; such a peal shall rouse their sleep. 
Then, all thy saints assembled, thou shall judge 
Bad men and Angels ; they arraign'd, shall sink 
Bene&th thy sentence ; Hell, her numbers foU, 
Thenceforth shall be for ever shut. Meanwhile 
The world shall bum, and from her ashes spring 
New Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 
And, after all their tribulations long. 
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 
Then thou thy regal sceptre shalt lay by. 
For regal sceptre then no more shall need, 
God shall be aU in all. But, all ye gods. 
Adore him, who to compass all this dies ; 
Adore the Son, and honour him as Me." 

No sooner had the' Almighty ceas'd, but all 
The multitude of Angels, with a shout 
Loud as from numbers without number, sweet 
As from blest voices, uttering joy. Heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hosannas fill'd 
The* eternal regions : lowly reverent 
Towards either throne they bow, and to the ground 
With solemn adoration down they cast 
Their crowns inwove with amarant and gold ; 
Immortal amarant ! a flower which once 
In Paradise, fast by the tree of life. 
Began to bloom ; but soon for man's offence 
To Heaven reraov'd, where first it grew, there growi^ 
And flowers aloft shading the fount of Hfe, 
And where the river of bliss through midst of Heaven 
Rolls o'er Elyshm flowers her amber stream ; 
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With these that never fade the Spirits elect 
Bind their resplendent locks inwreath'dwith beams; 
Now in loose g^lands thick thrown off, the bright 
Pavement, that Uke a sea of jasper shone, 
Impurpled with celestial roses smiFd. 
Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took, 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their side 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble sweet 
Of charming symphony they introduce 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures hi^ ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but well could join 
Melodious part, such concord is in Heaven. 

" Thee, Father, first they sung Omnipotent i 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; thee. Author of all being. 
Fountain of light, thyself invisible 
Amidst the glorious brightness where .thou dtst 
Thron'd inaccessible, but when thou shad'st 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine» 
Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appear, 
Tet dazzle Heaven, that brightest Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they sang of all creation first. 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whose conspicuous countenance, without cloud 
Made visible, the' Almighty Father shines. 
Whom else no creature can behold ; on thee 
Impressed the* efiulg^nce of lus glory abides, 
Transfus*d on thee his ample Spirit rests*" 
He Heaven of Heavens and all the Powers therein 
By thee created ; and by thee threw down 
^e' aspiring Dominations : thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didst not spare. 
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Nor stop iby flaming chatiot>whedb^ that abook 
Heaven's eyeriasting' frame, while o'er the necks 
Thou dniv'st of waning Asgels diaairay'd. 
Back from pursuit thy Powers with loud acclaim 
Thee anif extoU'd, Son of thy Father^s mif^ 
To execute fierce rengeance on his foes. 
Not soon Man : Him, through their malice lall^. 
Father of mercy and grace, thou didst not doom 
So strictly, but much more to pity' imsline : 
No sooner £d thy dear and ooiy Son 
Perceive thee purpos'd not to doom frail llaii 
So strictly, but much more to pity' inclin'd. 
He, to appease thy wvath, and end the strife 
Of mercy and justice in tiiy fi^ce discem'dy 
Regardless of the bliss wherein he sat 
Second to thee, ofier^d himself to die 
For Man's offence. O unexampled Love f 
Love no where to be found less than Divine i 
Hail, Son of God ! Saviour of Men ! Thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my song 
Henceforth, and never shall my harp thy praise 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin." 

Thus they in Heaven, sibove the starry sphere 
Their hi^py hours in joy and hymning spent 
Meanwhile, upon the finn opaoous globe 
Of this round world, whose first convex ^vides 
The luminous inferior orbs, endos'd 
From Chaos, and the' inroad of Darkness old, 
Satan idighted walks : a globe fiur off 
It seem'd, now seems a boundless continent 
Dark, waste, and wild, under the frown of Night 
Stariess expos'd, and ever-threatening stonns 
Of Chaos blustering round, inclement sky ; 
Save on tiiat aide which from the watt of Heaven, 
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Though distant far, some small reflection gains . 
Of glimmering air, less vex'd with tempest loud : 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large in spacious field. 
As when a vulture on Imaus bred. 
Whose snowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Bislodg^g from a region scarce of pre j. 
To gorge the flesh of lambs or yeanling kids. 
On hilb where flocks are fed, flies toward the 

springs 
Of Ganges or Uydaspes, Indian streams ; 
But in his way lights on the barren plains 
Of Sericana, where Chineses drive 
With sails and wind their cany waggons light : 
So, on this windy sea of land, the Fiend 
Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ; 
Alone, for other creature in this place. 
Living or lifeless, to be found was none ; 
None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 
Up hidier like aerial vapours flew 
Of all things transitoiy* and vain, when sin 
With vanity had fill'd the works of men ; 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory* or lasting fame. 
Or happiness in this or the' other life ; 
All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful superstition and blind zeal. 
Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ; 
All the' unaccompiish'd works of Nature's hand. 
Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 
Bissolv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vun. 
Till final dissolution, wander here ; [dream'd ; 
Not in the neighbouring moon, as some have 
Thos^ argent fields more likely habitanta^ 
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Translated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt the' angelical and human kind. 
Hither of ill-join'd sons and daughters bom 
JPirst from the ancient world those giants came 
"Wiih many a vain exploit, though then renown'd : 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and still with vain design. 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 
Others came single ; he, who to be deem'd 
A God, leap'd fondly into iEtna flames, 
JBmpedocles ; and he, who, to enjoy 
Plato's Elysium, leap'd into the sea, 
Cleombrotus; and many more too long, 
£mbryos and idiots, eremites and friars 
IVhite, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 
Here pilgrims roam, that stray'd so far to seek 
In Golgotha him^ead, who lives in Heaven ; 
And they, who, to be sure of Paradise, 
Dying, put on the weeds of Donnnic, 
Or in Franciscan think to pass disguis'd ; 
They pass the planets seven, and pass the fix*d. 
And that ciystalline sphere whose balance weight 
The trepidation talk'd, and that first mov'd ; . 
And now Saint Peter at Heaven's wicket seems 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 
Of Heaven's ascent they lift their feet, when, lo ! 
A violent cross wind from either coast 
Blows them transverse, ten thousand leagues awzy 
Into the devious air ; then might ye see 
Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, tost 
And flutter'd into rags ; then reliques, beads. 
Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 
The sport of winds : aU these, upwhirl'd aloft, 
Hy o'er the back aide of the world far off 
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Into a limbo larg^ and broad, since csU'd 

The Paradise of Fools; to few unknown 

Ix>ng after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pasa'd. 

And long he wander'd, till at last a gleam 

Of dawning light tum'd thitherward in hast6 

His traveird steps : far distant he descries^ 

Ascending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of Heaven, a structure high ; 

At top whereof, but far more rich, appeared 

The work as of a kingly palace-gate, 

IVith frontispiece of diamond and gold 

Embellish'd; thick with sparkHng orient gems 

The portal shone, inimitable on earth 

By model, or by shading pencil, drawn. 

llie stairs were such as hereon Jacob saw 

Angels ascending and descending, bands 

Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 

To Padan-Aram, in the field of Luz 

Dreaming by tight under the open sky. 

And waking cried, ITda U the goite ofHeOfven t 

Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

There always, but drawn up to Heaven sometimot 

Viewless ; and tindemeath a bright sea flow'd 

Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came firom earth, sailing arriv'd 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 

Rapt in a chariot drawn by fieiy steeds. 

The stairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by easy' ascent, or aggravate 

His sad exclunon from the doors of bliss : 

Direct againt which open'd ft-om beneath. 

Just o'er the blissful seat of Paradise, 

A passage down to the' Barth, a passage wide^ 
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Wider by far than that of after-times 
Over Mount Sion, and, though that were largCf 
Over the Promis'd Land to God so dear ; 
By which, to visit oft those happy tribes. 
On high behests his Angels to and fro 
Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice reg^ard 
From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood. 
To Beersaba, where the Holy Land 
Borders on Eg^t and the' Arabian shore ; 
So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds were set 
To darkness, such as bound the ocean-wave. 
Satan from hence, now on the lower stur. 
That scal'd by steps of gold to Heaven-gate, 
Looks down with wonder at the sudden view 
Of all this world at once. As when a scout. 
Through dark and desert ways with peril gone 
All night, at last by break of cheerful dawn 
Obtains the brow of some high-climbing hill. 
Which to his eye discovers unaware 
The goodly prospect of some foreign land 
First seen, or some renown'd metropolis 
With glistering spires and pinnacles adorn'dy 
Which now the rising sun gilds with his beams : 
Such wonder seiz'd (though after Heaven seen) 
The Spirit malign, but much more envy seiz'd. 
At sight of all this world beheld so fair. 
Bound he surveys (and well might, where he stood 
So high above the circling canopy 
Of night's extended shade) from eastern point 
Of Libra to the fleecy star that bears I 

Andromeda far off Atlantic seas 
Beyond the' horizon ; then from pole to pole 
He views in breadth, and without longer pause j 

Down right into the world's first region throws j 

i2 ^ 
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Hia fligbt precipitant, and winds with ease 
Through tiie pure marble air his oblique way 
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone 
Stars distant, but mgfa hand seem'd other worlds i 
Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy isles. 
Like those Hesperian gardens fam'd of old. 
Fortunate fields and groves, and flowery vales. 
Thrice happy isles ! but who dwelt happy there 
He staid not to inquire : above them aU 
The golden Sun, in splendour likest Heaven, 
Allur'd his eye ; thither his course he benda 
Through the calm firmament, (but up or down. 
By centre or eccentric, hard to tell. 
Or lon^tude,) where the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar constellations thick. 
That from his lordly eye keep distance due. 
Dispenses light from far ; they, as they move 
Their starry dance in numbers that compute 
Bays, months, and years, towards his all-cheering 
Turn swift their various motions, or are tum'd [lamp 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The universe, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unseen. 
Shoots invifflble virtue even to the deep ; 
So wondrously was set his station bright 
There lands Uie Fiend, a spot like which perhaps 
Astronomer in the sun's lucent orb 
Through his glaz'd optic tube yet never saw., 
The place he found beyond expression bright, 
Compar'd with aught on earth, metal or stone ; 
Not all parts like, but all alike informed 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 
If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver clear ; 
If stone, carbuncle most or chrysolite, 
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Ruby or ti^az, to the twelve that shone 

In Aaron's breast*plate, and a stone besides 

Imagin'd rather oft than elsewhere seen. 

That stone, or like to that which here below 

Philosophers in vain so long have sought. 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

Volatile Hermes, and cdl up unbound 

In various shapes old Proteus from the sea. 

Drained through a limbec to his native form. 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 

Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 

The' arch-chemic Sun, so far from us remote. 

Produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd. 

Here in the dark so many precious things 

Of colour glorious, and effect so rare? 

Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 

Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commands ; 

For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade. 

But all Sunshine, as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from the' equator, as they now 

Shot upward slill direct, whence no way round 

Shadow from body* opaque can fall ; and the' airg 

No where so clear, sharpen'd his visual ray 

To objects distant far, whereby he soon 

Saw within ken a glorious angel stand. 

The same whom John saw also in the Sun : 

His back was tum'd, but not his brightness hid ; 

Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 

Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 

Illustrious on his shoulders fledge with wings 

Lay waving round ; on some great charge employ'd 

He seem'd, or fix'd in co^tation deep* 

Glad was the Spirit impure, as now in hope 
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To find who might direct his wuidering flight 

To Paradise, the happy seat of Man, 

His journey's end and our beginning woe. 

But first he casts to change his proper shape, 

Which else might work him danger or delay ; 

And now a stripling-cherub he appears, 

Not of the prime, yet such as in hii face 

Youth smil'd celestial, and to eveiy Umb 

Suitable grace difTus'd, so well he feign'd : 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 

In curls on either cheek play'd; wings he wore 

Of many a coloured plume, sprinkled with goldf 

His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 

Before his decent steps a silver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard : the angel bright. 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage tum'd, 

Admonish'd by his ear, and straight was known 

The Arch-angel Uriel, one of the seven 

Who in' God's presence, nearest to his throne^ 

Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 

That run through all the Heavens, or down to the* 

Bear his swifl errands over moist and dry, [Earth 

O'er sea and land : him Satan thus accosts : 

«* Uriel, for thou of those seven Spirits that stand 
In sight of God's high throne, gloriously bright. 
The first art wont his great authentic will 
Inteipreter through highest Heaven to bring, 
Where all his sons thy embassy attend ; 
And here art likeliest by supreme decree 
Like honour to obtain, and as his eye 
To visit oft this new Creation round ; 
Unspeakable desire to see, and know 
All these his wondrous works, but chiefly Hail, 
His chief delight and favour, him for whom 
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All these Ida works so wondrous be ordained. 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 

Alone thus wandering. Brightest Seraph, teH 

In which of aH these shining orbs hath Man 

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none. 

But all these shining orbs his choice to dwell ; 

That I may find faim, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold. 

On whom the great Creator hath bestow'd 

Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces pour'd; 

That both in him and all things, as is meet. 

The universkl Maker we may praise ; 

Who justly hath driven out his rebel foes 

To deepest Hell, »id, to repair that loss. 

Created this new happy race of Men 

To serve him better ; wise are aU Ms ways !** 

So spake the fiilse dissembler unperceiv'd; 
For neither Man nor Ang^l can <Hscem 
H3rpocri8y ; the only evil that walkff 
Invisible, except to God alone. 
By his permissive will, through Heaven and Earlit : 
And oft, though Wisdom wake. Suspicion sleeps 
At Wisdom's gate, and to Simplicity 
Resigns her charge, while Goodness thinks no ill 
Where no ill seems : which now fbr once beguil'd 
Uriel, though regent of the Sun, and held 
The duKrpest-^ghted Spirit of all in Heaven ; 
Who to the ihittdule&t impostor foul. 
In his uprightness, answer thus retum'd : 

" Fair Angel, thy de»re, which tends to knoiy 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 
The gfreat Work-Master, leads to no excess 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 
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The more it seems access, that led thee hither 

From thy empyreal mansion thus alone. 

To witness witii thine eyes what some perhaps, 

Contented with report, hear only* in Heaven : 

For wonderful indeed are all his works. 

Pleasant to know, and worthiest to he all 

Had in remembrance always with delight ; 

But what created mind can comprehend 

Their number, or the Wisdom infinite 

That brought them forth, but hid their causes deep ? 

I saw when at his word the formless mass. 

This world's material mould, came to a heap : 

Confusion heard his voice, and wild Uproar 

Stood rul'd, stood vast infhiitude confin'd ; 

Till at his second bidding Darkness fled, 

light shone, and order from disorder sprui^ : 

Swift to their several quarters hasted then 

The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire ; 

And this ethereal quintessence of Heaven 

Flew upward, spirited with various forms. 

That roll'd oibicular, and tum'd to stars 

Numberless, as thou seest, and how they move ; 

Each had his place appointed, each his course ; 

The rest in circuit walls this universe. 

Look downward on that g^obe, whose hither side 

With light from hencf^ though but reflected, shines; 

That pUu^e is Earth, the seat of Man ; that light 

His day, which ebe, as the' other hemisphere, 

Night would invade ; but there the neighbouring 

(So call that ppposite fair star) her aid [Moon 

Timely interposes, and her monthly round 

Still ending, still renewing, through mid Heaven, 

With borrowed light her countenance triform 
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Hence fills and empties to enlighten the* Earth, 
And in her pale doonnion checks the ni^t 
That spot, to which I point, is Paradise, 
Adam's abode ; those lofty shades, his bower. 
Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires." 

Thus said, he tum'd ; and Satan, bowing low, 
(As to superior Spirits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honour due and reverence none neglects,) 
Took leave, and toward the coast of earth beneath, 
Down from the' ecliptic, sped with hop'd success, 
Throws his steep flight in many an aeiy wheel ; 
Nor staid, till on Niphates' top he lights. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Sauin. now in prospect of Eden, and nigb the plaee where lie 
muit now Bttempt the bold enterprite whidb he undertook Akme 
against God uid Man, fUl« into .many doubts with himaelf;and 
many passions, fear, enry, and despair ; bat at length eonfinns 
hiiBself in eril ; jonraeys on to Paradise, whose ootwaid pnr 
pect and sitoation is described; overieaps the boondt; ats is 
the shape of a eocmorant on the treeof fife, as higfaestin the 
gaiden, to look abont him. The garden described; Satan's 
fintsig^t of AdamandETe; his wonder at their ezcdlaitfiicm 
and happy state, bat with resoiatioD to woik their feU ; ofcr 
hean their discoaise, tl^nee gathen that the tree of knowleilge 
^rns fofffaidden them to eat of; under penalty of death ; and 
thereon intends to found his temptation by sedadng them to 
tnnsgresB : then leaves them awhile, to know fiirther of their 
gmte by Mune other means. Meanwhile Uriel desoending on a 
■mHieam wans Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Pan* 
dise, that some evil Spirit had escaped tiiedeep,and passed at 
noon by his sphere in the shape of a good Angel down to ftni' 
disc, ffiscoTCxed after by hb farioas gestmes in the Moont 
Gabriel promises to find him ere rooming. Night coming on, 
Adam smd Etc discourse of gong to thrir rest ; thdr bower 
described ; their erening.wonhip. Gabriel, drawing Ibith Ui 
bands of night-watch to walk the toond of Para&e, appointi 
two strong Angeb to Adam's bower, lett the eril Spirit shoaU 
be there doing some harm to Adam and Ere sleeping ; there 
they find him at the ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, aad 
taring hnn, though unwilling; to Gabriel : by whom questioned, 
he scomfhlly answers ; prepares resistance ; bat, hiiidered by a 
sign from Heaven, flies out of Paradise. 
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O toa th&t wwmng voice, which he who saw 

The* Apocalypse, heard cry in Heaven aloud. 

Then when Uie Dragon, put to second rout, 

Came furioua down to he reveng'd on men, 

ITtr H M mhahiUmtM on tarth / that now, 

While time was, our first parents had heen wam*d 

The coming of their secret foe, and 'scapM, 

Raply so 'scap'd his mortal snare : for now 

Sstan, now first inflam'd with rage came down, 

The tempter ere the' accuser of mankind, 

To wreak on innocent Irail man his loss 

Ofthal first battle, and his flight to Hell : 

Yet, not rejoicing in liis speed, though bold i 

^ off and fearless, nor with cause to boast, I 

Begins his dire attempt } which nigh the birth ^ 

Now rolling boils in his tumultuous breast. 

And like a devilish engine back recoils 

Upon himself t horror and doubt distract l| 

Ki troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir j 

The Hell wiUun him \ for within him Hell ^ 

Ue brings, and round about him, nor from Hell l 
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One step, no more than from himself, can fly 
By change of place : now conscience wakes despvr, 
That slumbered ; wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what must be 
Worse ; of worse deeds worse sufferings must ensue. 
Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleasant, his griev'd look he fixes sad ; 
Sometimes towards Heaven, and the full-blazing Sun, 
Which now sat high in his meridian tower : 
Then, much revolving, thus in sighs began. 

*' O thou, that, with surpassing glory crown'(|« 
Look'st from thy sole dominion like the Ciod 
Of this new world ; at whose sight all the stars 
Hide their diminish'd heads ; to thee I caU, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name, 

Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 
Till pride and worse ambition threw me down. 
Warring in Heaven against Heaven's matchless King; 
Ah, wherefore ! he deserv'd no sudi return 
From me, whom he created what I was 

In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his service hard. 
What could be less than to afford him praiae. 
The easiest recompense, and pay him thankSy 
How due ! yet all his good prov'd ill in me. 
And wrought but malice ; lifted up so high 
I 'sdain'd subjection, and thought one step higher 
Would set me highest, and in a moment quit 
The debt immense of endless gratitude, 
So burdensome still paying, still to owe. 
Forgetful what from him I still received. 
And understood not that a grateful mind 
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By owing owes not, but still pays, at once 
Indebted and discharg'd : what burden then ? 
O had his powerful destiny ordain'd 
Me some inferior Angel, I had stood 
Then happy ; no unbounded hope had rais'd 
Ambition. Yet why not ? some other Power 
As great might have aspir'd, and me, though mean. 
Drawn to his part ; but other Powers as g^at 
Fell not, but stand unshaken, from within 
Or from without, to all tepiptations arm'd; 
Hadst thou the same free will and power to stand ? 
Thou hadst : whom hastthou then or what to* accuse. 
But Heaven's free love, dealt equally to all ? 
Be then his love accurs'd, since love or hate. 
To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 
Kay, curs*d be thou ; since against his thy will 
Chose freely what it now so justly rues. 
Me miserable ! which way shall I fly 
Infinite wrath, and infinite despair? 
Which way I fly is Hell ; myself am Hell ; 
And, in the lowest deep, a lower deep 
Still threatening to devour me, opens wide. 
To which the Hell I sufier seems a Heaven. 
O, then, at last relent .* is there no place 
Left for repentance, none for pardon left ? 
None left, but by submission; and that word 
Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 
Among the Spirits beneath, whom I seduc'd 
With other promises and other vaunts 
Than to submit, boasting I could subdue 
The* Omnipotent. Ay me ! they little know 
How dearly I abide that boast so vain. 
Under what torments inwardly I groan. 
While they adore me on the throne of Hell, 
e:2 
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With diadem and sceptre high advaHC*d» 

The lower still I fall, only supreme 

In miseiy : such joy ambition finds ! 

But say I could repent, and could obtain. 

By act of g^race, my former state ; how soon 

Would heig^th recall high thoughts, how soon uns&y 

What feign'd submission swore ? Ease would recant 

Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 

For never can true reconcilement grow, 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd so deep : 

Which would but lead me to a worse relapse 

And heavier fall : so should I purchase dear 

Short intermission bought widi double smart. 

This knows my punisher; therefore as ftr 

From granting he, as I from begging peace : 

All hope excluded thus, behold, in stead 

Of us out-cast, exil'd, his new delight. 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewell, hope, and with hope farewell, fear. 

Farewell, remorse : all good to me is lost : 

Evil be thou my good ; by thee at least 

Divided empire with Heaven's King I hold. 

By thee, and more than half peifaaps will reign ; 

As Man ere long, and this new world shall know.*' 

Thus while he spake, each passion dimm*d his face 
Thrice chang'd with pale ire, envy, and despair ; 
Which mart^d his borrow'd >dsage, and betrayM 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld : 
For heavenly minds from such distempers foul 
* Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware. 
Each perturbation smooth*d with outward calm. 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the first 
That practis'd falsehood under saintly show. 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge : 
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Yet not enough had practisVl to deceive 

Uriel once wam*d ; whose eye pnrsaed Witt down 

The way he went, and on the' Assjrrian mount 

Saw him disfigtir'd, more than conld befall 

Spirit of happy sort ; his gestures fierce 

He mark'd and mad demeanour, then alone, 

As he suppos'd, all unobserved, unseen. 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 

Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 

Now nearer, crowns with her enclosure green. 

As with a rural mound, the champain head 

Of a steep wilderness, whose hsdry sides 

With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild. 

Access denied ; and over-head up greW 

Insuperable heighth of loftiest shade. 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching p^dm, 

A sylvan scene ; and, as the ranks ascend 

Shskde above shade, a woody theatre 

Of stateliest view. Yet Ingher than liieir tops 

The verdurous wi^ of Paradise up sprung; 

Which to our general sire gave prospect laige 

Into his nether emjnre neighbouring round : 

And higher than that wall a circling row 

Of goodUest trees, loaden with Purest fttiit. 

Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue. 

Appeared, with gay enamellM colours mixVl ; 

On which the Sun more glad impressed his beions 

Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bow, 

When God hath shower*dthe earth; so lovely scemM 

That baidskip : and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 

Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 

All sadness but despair: now gentle gales. 

Fanning their odorifcrouB wings, topcnse 
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NatiTe peifumes, and whisper whence they stole 
Those bahny spoils. As when to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are past 
Mozambicy off at sea north-east winds blow 
Sabesn odours from the spicy shore 
Of Araby the blest ; with such delay [league 

Well pleas'd they slack their course, and many a 
Gheei^d with the g^teful smell, old Ocean smiles: 
So entertained those odorous sweets the Fiend, 
IVho came their bane; though with them better 
Than AsmodSus with the fishy fume [pleas'd 

That drove him, though enamoured, from the spouse 
Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sent 
From Media post to Egypt, there fast bound. 
Now to the' ascent of that steep savage hill 
Satan had joumey'd on, pensive and slow ; 
But further way found none, so thick entwin'd. 
As one continued brake, the undergrowth 
Of shrubs and tangling bushes had perplez'd 
All path of man or beast that pass'd that way. 
One gate there only was, and that look'd east 
On the' other side ; which, when the' arch-felon saw. 
Due entrance he disdain'd ; and, in contempt. 
At one slight bound high overleap'd all bound 
Of hiU or highest wall, and sheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 
In hurdled cotes amid the field secure. 
Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold : 
Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the cash 
Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors, 
Cross-barr'd and bolted fast, fear no assault. 
In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
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So domb this first grand Uttief into God's fold ; 

So since into his church lewd hirelings climb. 

Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life. 

The middle tree and highest there that grew. 

Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 

Thereby regained, but sat devising death 

To them who liv^d ; nor on the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, but only us'd 

Tor prospect, what well us'd had been the pledge 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but God alone, to vahie right 

The good before him, but perverts best things 

To worst abuse, or to tiieir meanest use. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views, 

To all delight of human sense expos'd. 

In narrow room, Nature's whole wealth ; yea more, 

A Heaven on Eardi ; for blissful Paradise 

Of God the garden was, by him in the' east 

Of Eden planted ; Eden stretdi'd her line 

From Auran eastward to the royal towers 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings, 

Or where the sons of Eden long before 

Dwelt in Telassar : in this pleasant soil 

His ftr more pleasant g^arden God ordain'd ; 

Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 

All trees of noblest kind for sight, smell, taste ; 

And all amid them stood the tree of life, 

High eminent, blooming ambrosld fruit 

Of vegetable gold ; and next to life. 

Our death, the tree of knowledge, grew fast by. 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ill 

Southward through Eden went a river large. 

Nor chang'd his course, but through the shaggy hill 
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Pass'd underneath Ing^ulf 'd ; for God had thrown 
That mountain as his garden-mould high rais'd 
Upon the rapid current, which, through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirst up-drawn> 
Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a riU 
Water*d the garden : thence united fell 
Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which from his darksome passage now appears. 
And now divided into four main streams. 
Runs diverse, wandering many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ; 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 
How from that sapphire fount the crisped brooks» 
Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold. 
With mazy error under pendant shades 
Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed 
Flowers worthy* of Paradise, which not nice Art 
In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 
Pour'd forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plun. 
Both where the morning sun first warmly smote 
The open field, and where the unpierc'd shade 
Imbrown'd the noontide bowers : thus was this place 
A happy rural seat of various view ; [balm. 

Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and 
Others whose fruit, bumisb'd with golden rind. 
Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true. 
If true, here only, and of delicious taste : 
Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 
Grazmg the tender herb, were interpos'd. 
Or palmy hillock ; or the flowery lap 
Of some irriguous valley spread her store. 
Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the rose : 
Another side, umbrageous grots and caves 
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Of cool recess, o'er which the mantling^ vine 

Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creep* 

Luxuriant ; meanwhile murmuring waters fall 

Down the slope hills, dispers'd, or in a lake, 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 

Her ciystal mirror holds, unite their streams. 

The birds their quire apply ; surs, vernal airs. 

Breathing the smell of field and grove, attune 

The trembling leaves, while universal Pan, 

Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance, 

Led on the' eternal Spring. Not that fair field 

Of Enna, where Proserpine gathering flowers. 

Herself a fairer flower, by gloomy Dis 

Was gathered, which cost Ceres all that pain 

To seek her through the world ; nor that sweet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and the* inspir'd 

Castalian spring, might with this Paradise 

Of Eden strive ; nor that Nyseian isle 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Lybian Jove, 

Hid Amalthea, and her florid son, 

Toung Bacchus, from his stepdame Rhea's eye ; 

Nor where Abassin kings their issue guard. 

Mount Amara, though this by some suppos'd 

True Paradise under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus' head, enclos'd with shining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Ass3nnian garden, where the Fiend 

Saw, undelighted, all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures, new to sight, and strange. 

Two of far nobler shape, erect and tall. 

Godlike erect, with native honour clad. 

In naked majesty seem'd lords of all : 

And worthy seem'd ; for in their looks divine 
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The image of their glorious Ifaker shone. 
Truth* wisdom, suictitude severe and pure* 
(Severe, but in true filial freedom plac'd,) 
Whence true authority in men ; though botk 
Not equal, as their sex not equal seem'd ; 
For contemplation he and valour form'd. 
For softness she and sweet attractive grace ; 
He for God only, she for God in him : 
His fiir large front and eye sublime declared 
Absolute rule; and hyacinthine locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Clustering, but not beneath his shoulders broad : 
She, as a veil, down to the slender waist 
Her unadorned golden tresses wore 
DisheveU'd, but in wanton ringlets waWd 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which implied 
Subjection, but required with gentle sway. 
And by her yielded, by him best received ; 
Yielded with coy submission, modest pride. 
And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay. 
Nor those mysterious parts were then conceal'd ; 
Then was not guilty shame, dishonest shame 
Of nature's works, honour dishonourable. 
Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 
With shows instead, mere shows of seeming pure, 
And banish'd from man's life his happiest life. 
Simplicity and spotless innocence ! 
So pass'd they naked on, nor shunn'd the sight 
Of God or Angel ; for they thought no ill : 
So hand in hand they pass'd, the loveHest pair ' 
That ever since in love's embraces met : 
Adam the goodliest man of men since bom 
His sons, the fairest of her daughters Eve. 
Under a tuft of shade that on a green 
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stood whispering' soft, by a fresh fountuib>8ide 
They sat them down ; and, after no more toil 
Of their sweet gardening labour than suffic'd 
To recommend cool aepbyr, and made ease 
More easy, wholesome thirst and appetite 
More grateful, to their supper-ftuits they fell ; 
Nectarine fruits, which the compliant boughs 
Yielded Ihem, side-long as they sat recline 
On the soft downy bank damask'd with flowers : 
The saTouiy pulp they chew, and in the rind. 
Still as they thirsted, scoop the brimming stream ; 
Nor gentle purpose, nor endearing smiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalUance, as beseems 
Fair couple, Unk'd in happy nu{^al league. 
Alone as they. About them frisking play'd 
All beasts of the' earth, since wild, and (rf*all chase 
In wood or wilderness, fore^ or den; 
Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 
GamboU'd before them ; the unwieldy elephant, 
To make them mirth, us*d all his might, and wreath'd 
His hthe proboscis ; close the serpent sly. 
Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded ; others on the grass 
Couch'd, and now fill'd with pasture gazing sat, 
Or bedward ruminating ; for the Sun, 
Declined, was hastening now with prone career 
To th' ocean isles, and in the' ascending scale 
Of Heaven, the stars that usher Evening rose : 
When Satan still in gaze, as first he stood. 
Scarce thus at length fail'd speech recover'd sad. 

*' O Hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 
Into our room of bliss thus high advanced 

L 
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Creatoies of other mould, eaith-boni periu^s, 
Not Spirits, yet to heavenly Spirits bright 
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts pursue 
With wonder, and could love, so lively shines 
in them divine resemblance, and such grace 
The hand that form'd them on their shape hath 
Ah ! gentle pair, ye litde think how nigh [poured. 
Your change approaches^ when all these delists 
Will vanish, and deliver ye to woe ; 
More woe, the more your taste is now of joy ; 
Happy, but for so happy ill secured 
Long to continue, and this high seat your Heaven, 
HI fenc'd for Heaven, to keep out such a foe 
As now is entered ; yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus foriom, 
Thoug;h I unpitied : league with you I seek. 
And mutual amity, so strait, so close. 
That I with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth ; my dwelling haply may not please. 
Like this fair Paradise, your sense ;, yet such 
Accept your lAsker's work ; he gave it me. 
Which I as freely give : Hell shall unfold. 
To entertain you two, her widest gates. 
And send forth all her kings; there will be room. 
Not like these narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous offspring ; if no better place. 
Thank him who puts me loth to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrong'd. 
And should I at your harmless innocence 
Melt, as I do, yet public reason just. 
Honour and empire with revenge enlarg'd 
By conquering this new world, compels me now 
To do what else, though damn'd, I should abhor/' 
So spake the Fiend, and with necessity. 
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The tyrant's plea» excus'd l)is devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 
Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of those four-footed kinds, himself now one. 
Now other, as their shape serv'd best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and, unespied. 
To mark what of their state he more might learn. 
By word or action mark'd : about them round 
A lion now he stalks with fiery glare ; 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath spied 
In some purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 
Straight couches close, then rising, changes oft 
His couchant watch, as one who chose his ground. 
Whence rushing he might surest seize them both, 
Grip'd in each paw : when Adam, first of men. 
To first of women, Eve, thus moving speech, 
Tum'd him, all ear to hear new utterance flow : 
" Sole partner, and sole part of all these joys. 
Dearer thyself than all ; needs must the Power 
That made us, and for us this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As Uberal and free as infinite ; 
That nds'd us from the dust, and plac'd us here 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothiqg merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need; he who requires 
From us no other service than to keep 
This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradise, that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to taste that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of Hfe ; 
So near grows death to life, whate'er death is. 
Some dreadful thingno doubt ; for well thou knoVst 
God hath pronounc'd it death to taste that tree. 
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The only aign of our obedience left, 
Among^ so many signs of power and rule 
Conferr'd upon us, and dominion given 
Over all other creature* that possess 
Earth, air, and sea. Then let uj not think hard 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leave so large to all things else, and choice 
Unlimited of manifold delights : 
But let us ever praise Him, and extol 
His bounty, following our delightful task, [flowers, 
To prune these growing plants, and tend these 
Which, were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet." 
To whom thus Eve replied : ** O thou for whom 
And fnMn whom I was fonn*d, flesh of thy flesh. 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And h^ad ! what thou hast said is just and right. 
For we to Him indeed all praises owe. 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy 
So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by so much odds, while thou 
Like consort to thyself canst no where find : 
That day I oft remember, when from sleep 
I first awak'd, and found myself repos'd 
Under a shade on flowers, much wondering where 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not distant far from thence a murmuring sound 
f>f waters issued from a cave, and spread 
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmov'd 
Pure as the' expanse of Heaven ; I thither went 
With unexpertenc'd thought, and laid me down 
On the green bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky, 
As I bent down to look, juat opposite 
A shape within the wateiy gleam appear*d. 
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Bending to look on me : I started back. 
It started back; but pleas'd, I soon retuin'd, 
Pleas'd it retum'd as soon with answering looks 
Of sympathy and love : there J had fiz'd 
Mine eyes till now, and pin'd with viun desire. 
Had not a voice thus wam'd me, * What thou seest, 
What there thou seest, fair Creature, is thyself; 
With thee it came and goes : but follow me. 
And I will bring thee where no shadow stays 
Thy coming, and thy soft embraces, he 
Whose image thou art ; him thou shalt enjoy 
Inseparably thine , to him shalt bear 
Multitudes like thyself, and thence be caU'd 
Mother of human race.*— What could I do. 
But follow straight^ invisibly thus led ? 
Till I espied thee, fair indeed and tall. 
Under a platane ; yet methought less fair. 
Less winning soft, less aimably mild. 
Than that smooth watery ims^ : back I tum'd ; 
Thou following cry'dst idoud, • Return, fair Eve, 
Whom fly'st thou ? whom thou fiy'st, of him thou art, 
Ifis fiesh, his bone ; to give thee being I lent 
Out of my side to thee, nearest my heart, 
Substantial life, to have thee by my side 
Henceforth an individual solace dear ; 
Part of my soul I seek thee, and thee chum 
My other half :*— With that thy gentle hand 
Seiz'd mine : I yielded ; and from that time see 
How beauty is exceU'd by manly grace. 
And wisdom, which alone is truly fair." 

So spake our general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov'd. 
And meek surrender, half-embracing lean'd 
On our first father i half her sweUing breast 
1.2 
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Naked met hit, under the flowing gold 

Of her looae tresses hid : he, in delight 

Both of her beauty and submissive charms, 

Smil'd with superior love, (as Jupiter 

On Juno smiles, when he impregns the clouds 

That shed llay-flowers,) and press'd her matron lip 

With kisses pure : aa^e the Devil tum'd 

For envy : yet with jealous leer malign 

Ey'd them askance, and to himself thus 'plain'd. 

" Sight hateful, nghttonnenting ! thus these two, 
Imparadis'd in one another's arms. 
The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss ; while 1 to Hell am thrust. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire. 
Among our other torroenti not the least. 
Still unfulfiU'd with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 
From their own mouths : all is not theirs, it seems; 
One fatal tree there stands, of knowledge call'd. 
Forbidden them to taste : Knowledge forbidden? 
Suspicious, reasonless. Why should their Lord 
Envy them that P Can it be sin to know ? 
Can it be death ? And do they only stand 
By ignorance ? Is that their happy state. 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin ! hence I wUl excite their minds 
With more desire to know and to reject 
Envious commands, invented with design 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with gods : aspiring to be such. 
They taste and die ; what likelier can ensue ? 
But first with narrow search I must walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave unspied ; 
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A chance bat chance may lead where I may meet 

Some wandering Spirit of Heaven by fountain-side, 

Or in thick shade retir'd, from him to draw 

What further would be leam'd Live while ye may. 

Yet happy pair ; enjoy, till I return. 

Short pleasures, for long woes are to succeed.** 

So sa3dng, his proud step he scornful turn'd. 
But wiUi sly circurospec^on, and begpn [roam. 
Through wood, through waste, o'er hUl, o'er dale, his 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where Heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting Sun 
Slowly descended, and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Levell'd his evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabaster, pil'd up to the clouds, 
Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent 
Accessible from earth, one entrance high ; 
l^e rest was craggy cliff, that overhang 
Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 
Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat^ 
Chief of the' angelic guards, awaiting lught ; 
About him exercis'd heroic games 
The' unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 
Celestial armory, shields, helms, and spears, 
Bung high, with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even 
On a sun-beam, swift as a shooting star 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapours fir'd 
Impress the air, and shows the mariner 
From what point of his ccNiipass to beware 
Impetuous winds: he thus began in haste. 

« Gabriel, to thee thy course by lot hath g^ven 
Charge and strict watch, that to this happy place 
No evil thing approach or enter in. 
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This daj at height of noon came to my sphere 
A Spirit, zealouB, as he seem'd, to know 
More of the' Almighty's works, and chiefly Man, 
God's latest image : I describ'd his way 
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his aeiy gait ; 
But in the mount that lies from Eden north, 
Where he first lighted, soon discem'd his looks 
Alien from Heaven, with passions foul obscur'd : 
Mine eye pursued him still, but under shade 
Lost ngfat of him : one of tiie banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventur'd from the deep, to ruse 
New troubles ; him thy care must be to find." 

To whom the winged warrior thus retum'd : 
"Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect aght. 
Amid the sun's bright circle where thou sitt'st. 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pass 
The vigilance here plac'd, but such as come 
Well known from Heaven ; and since meridian hour 
No creature thence : if Spirit of other sort. 
So minded, have o'erleap'd these earthy bounds 
On purpose, hard thou know'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. 
But if within the circuit of Uiese walks. 
In whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know." 

So promis'd he ; and Uriel to his charge 
Retum'd on that bright beam, whose point now 

rais'd 
Bore him slope downward to the Sun now fall'n 
Beneath the' Azores ; whether the prime orb. 
Incredible how swift, had thither roU'd 
Biumal, or this less volCibil earth, 
By shorter flight to the' east, had left him there 
-^nuying with reflected purple' and gold 
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The clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Now came still Evenings on, and Twilight gray 
Had in her sober liveiy all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied; for beast and bird. 
They to their grassy couch, these to their nests 
Were slunk, all but the wakeful ni^tingale ; 
She all night long her amorous descant sung ; 
Silence was pleas'd : now glow'd the firmament 
With living sapphires : Hespems, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon, 
Bising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent queen unveil'd her peerless light. 
And o'er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve : "Fur Consoit, the' 
Of night, and all things now i^tir'd to rest, [hour 
Mind us of like repose ; since God hath set 
Labour and rest, as day and night, to men 
Successive ; and the timely dew of sleep, , 
Now falling with soft slumberous weight, inclines 
Our eye-hds : other creatures all day long 
I(pve idle, unemploy'd, and less need rest ; 
Man hath his didly work of body', or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity. 
And the regard of Heaven on all liis ways ; 
While other animals unactive range. 
And of their doings God takes no account. 
. To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak the east ^ 
With first approach of light, we must be risen. 
And at our pleasant labour, to refonn . 
Yon flowery arbours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown. 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growtli : 
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Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums. 
That lie bestrown, unsightly and unsmooth. 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease ; 
Meanwhile, as Nature wills, night bids us rest" 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty* adom'dr 
" My Author and Disposer, what thou bid'st 
Unargued I obey ; so God ordains : 
God is thy law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge, and her praise. 
With thee conversing I forget all time ; 
All seasons, and their change, all please alike. 
Sweet is the breath of Mom, her rising sweet, 
With charm of earliest birds ; pleasant the sun. 
When first on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower. 
Glistering with dew ; fragrant the fertile earth 
After soft showers ; and sweet the coming on 
Of gratefiU Evening mild ; then silent Nig^t, 
With this her solemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And these the gems of Heaven, her starry train : 
But neither breath of Mom, when she ascends 
With charm of earliest birds ; nor rising sun 
On this delight^ land ; nor herb, finiit, flower. 
Glistering with dew ; nor fragrance after showers ; 
Nor grateful Evening mild ; nor silent Night, 
With this her solemn bird, nor walk by moon. 
Or glittering star-light, without thee, is sweet. 
But wherefore all night long shine these ? for whom 
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes?*' 

To whom our general ancestor replied : 
« Daughter of God and Man, accomplish'd Eve, 
These have their course to finish round the earth. 
By morrow evening, and from land to land 
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In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Ministering light prepar'd, they set and rise ; 
Lest total Darkness should by night regain 
Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In Nature and aU things ; which these soft fires 
.^ot only* enli^ten, but with kindly heat 
' pF various influence foment and warm, 
Teniper or nourish, or in part shed down 
Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to ^ceive 
Perfection from the Sun's more potent ray. 
These then, though unbeheld in deep of night. 
Shine not in vain ; nor think, though men were 
none, [praise : 

That Heaven would want spectators, God want 
lifiilions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake, and when we sleep : 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold 
Both day and night : how often from the steep 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air. 
Sole, or responsive each to others note. 
Singing their great Creator ! oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk. 
With heavenly touch of instrumental sounds 
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven.'* 

Thus talking, hand in hand alone they pass'd 
On to their blissful bower : it was a place 
Chos'n by the sov'ran Planter, when he fram'd 
All things to man's delightful use ; the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either side 
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Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shruby 
Fenc'd up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flower» 
Iris all hues, roses, and jessamine, 
Rear'd high their flourished heads between, and 
Mosaic ; under foot the violet, [wrought 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider^d the ground, more coloured than with stone 
Of costliest emblem : other creature here. 
Bird, beast, insect, or worm, durst enter none. 
Such was their awe of Man. In shadier bower 
More sacred and sequester'd, though but feign'd. 
Pan or Sylvanus never slept, nor Nymph 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in close recess^ 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet^meUing herbs. 
Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed ; 
And heavenly quires the hymenaean sung. 
What day the genial Angel to our sire 
Brought her, in naked beauty more adom'd. 
More lovely, than Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endow'd with all their §^ts, and O too like 
In sad event, when to the' unwiser son 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes, she ensnar'd 
Mftnkind with her fair looks, to be avenged 
On him who had stole Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus, at their shady lodge arriv'd, both stood. 
Both tum'd, and under open sky ador'd 
The God that made both sky, sdr, earth, and heaven. 
Which they beheld, the moon's resplendent globe. 
And starry pole : " Thou also mad'st the night. 
Maker Omnipotent ! and thou the day. 
Which we, in our appointed work employ'd. 
Have finish'd, happy in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the crown of all our bliss 
Ordain'd by Thee ; and this delicious place 
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For 118 too Urge, where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou hast promis'd from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who shall with us extol 
Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake. 
And when we seek, as now, thj gift of sleep." 

This said unanimous, and other rites 
Obseiring none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes best, into their inmost bower. 
Handed they went ; and, easM the putting-oiF 
These troublesome disguises which we wear. 
Straight side by side were hud ; nor tum'd, I ween, 
Adam from his fur spouse, nor Eve the rites 
Mysterious (rf* connubial lore refus'd: 
'H^tever hypocrites aiksterely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence, 
Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids encrease ; who bids abstain 
But our Destroyer, foe to God and Man ? 
Hail, wedded Loy^, mysterious law, true source 
Of human offspring, sole propriety 
In Paradise of all things common else. 
By thee adulterous Lust was driren from mefk 
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee. 
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pure. 
Relations dear, and all the charities 
Of fiither, son, and brother, first were .known. 
Far be it, that I should write thee sin or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place. 
Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets, 
Whose bed is undefil'd and chaste pronounc'd. 
Present or past, as saints and patriarchs us*d. 
Here Love Ms golden shafts employs, here lights 
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His constant lamp, and waves his purple wingpi ; 
Reigns here and revels ; not in the bought smile 
Of harlots, loveless, joyless, unendeax'd. 
Casual fruition ; nor in court^amours, 
BGz'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight baU, 
Or serenate, which the starved lover sings 
To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain. 
These, lull'd by nightingales, embracing slept, 
And on their naked limbs the flowery roof 
Shower'd roses, which the mom repair'd. . Sleep on. 
Blest pair; and O yet happiest, if ye seek 
No happier state, and know to know no more \ 

Now had night measured with her shadowy cone 
Halfway up hill this vast sublunar vault. 
And from tiieir ivory port the Cherubim, 
Forth issuing at the' accustom'd hour, stood arm'd 
To their night-watches in warlike parade ; 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus spake : 

"Uzziel, half these draw off, and coast the south 
With strictest watch ; these other wheel the north ; 
Our circuit meets full west" As flame they part. 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 
From these, two strong and subtle Spirits he call'd 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge : 

'* Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing'd speed 
Search through this garden, leave unsearch'd no 

nook; 
But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge. 
Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm. 
This evening from the Sun's decline arriv'd. 
Who tells of some infernal Spirit seen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?) escap'd 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt ; 
Such, where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring.** 
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So saying, on he led his radiant files. 
Dazzling* the moon ; these to the bower direct 
In search of whom they sought. Him there they 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve, [found 
Assaying by his devilish art to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
Illusions, as he list, phantasms and dreams ; 
Or if, inspiring venom, he might taint 
The' animal spirits, ithat from pure blood arise 
like gende breaths from rivers pure, thence raise 
At least distempered, discontented thoughts. 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires, 
Blown up with high conceits ingendering pride. 
Him, thus intent, Ithuriel with his spear 
Touch'd lightly ; for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeness : up he starts 
Discovered and surprised. As when a spark 
lights on a heap of nitrous powder, Isdd 
Fit for the sun some magazine to store 
Against a rumoured war, the smutty gflun. 
With sudden blaze diffus'd, inflames the air : 
So started up in his own shape the Fiend. 
Back stept those two fair Angels, half amaz'd 
So sudden to behold the grisly king ; 
Tet thus, unmov'd with fear, accost him soon : 

*< Which of those rebel Spirits adjudged to HeU 
Comest thou, escaped thy prison ? and, transformed. 
Why satest thou like an enemy in wait. 
Here watching at the head of these that sleep ?ee 

*< Know ye not then, (said Satan, fiued with scorn,) 
Know ye not me P ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there sitting where ye durst not soar : 
Not to know me argues yourselves unknown. 



d by Google 



130 VAEABIM LOfT. JBook 4. 

The lowest of jrour throng ; or, if je know. 

Why ask je, and superfluous begin 

Your message, like to end as much in vain ?** 

To whom dius Zephon, answering scorn with 
scorn: 
** Think not, revolted Spirit, thy slu^e the same. 
Or undiminish'd brightness to be known. 
As when thou stood'st in Heaven upright and pure ; 
That gl<H7 then, when thou no more wast good. 
Departed from thee ; and thou reaemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and fouL 
But come, for thou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose chaige is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm." 

So spake the Cherub ; and his grave rebukej 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 
Invincible : abaah'd the Devil stood. 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw, and iHa*d 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observ'd 
His lustre visibly impair'd ; yetseem'd 
Undaunted. '' If I must contend, (said he^) 
Best with the best, the Sender, not the sent. 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won. 
Or less be lost"—" Thy fear (said Zephon bold) 
Will save us trial what the least can do 
Single against thee wicked, and thence weak.'* 

The liend replied not, overcome with rage { 
But, like a proud steed rein'd, went haughty on, 
Champing his iron curb : to strive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quell'd 
His heart, not else dismay'd. Now drew they nigh 
The western pcunt, where those half-rounding guards 
Jiist met, and closing stood in squadron join'd. 
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Awaiting next command. To whom their chiefs 
Gabriel, from the front thus call'd aloud : 
•* O friends ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way ; and now by glimpse discern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the shade ; 
And with them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded splendour wan ; who by his gut 
And fierce demeanour seems the Prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without contest ; 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours." 

He scarce had ended, when those two approach'd. 
And brief related whom they brought, where found. 
How busied, in what form and posture couch'd. 

To whom with stem regard thus Gabriel spake : 
"Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To thy transgressions, and didturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to transgress 
By thy es^ple, but have power and right 
To question thy bold entrance on this place ; 
Employ'd, it seems, to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bliss }" 

To whom thus Satan, with contemptuous brow : 
" Gabriel ! thou hadst in Heaven the' esteem of wise, 
And such I held thee ; but this question ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from Hell, 
Though thither doom'd ? Thou wouldst thyself, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place [doubt. 

Farthest from pain, where thou might'st hope to 

change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought ; 
To thee no reason, who know'st only good, 
But evil hast not tried : and wilt object 
x2 
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His win who bounds U8 ? Let him surer bar 
His iron g^tes, if he intends our stay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was ask'd. 
The rest is true, they found me where they say ; 
But that imi^es not violence or harm." 

Thus he in scorn. The warlike angel moT'd, 
Disdainfully half smiling, thus replied : 
** O loss of one in Heaven to judge of wise 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew. 
And liow returns him from his prison 'scap'd. 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed from his bounds in HeU presciib'd ; 
So wise he judges it to fly from pun 
However, and to 'scape his punishment ! 
So judge thou still, presumptuous ! till the wrath. 
Which thou incurr'st by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger infinite provok'd. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them 
Less pun, less to be fled ; or thou than they 
Less hardy to endure ? Courageous Chief! 
The first in flight from pain ! hadst thou alleg'd 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight, 
Hiou surely hadst not come sole fugitive." 

To which the Fiend thus answered, frowningstem : 
<' Not that I less endute, or shrink from pain. 
Insulting Angel ! well thou know'st I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The blasting vollied thunder made all speed. 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words at random, as before. 
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Argue tl^ inexperience what behoves 

From hand assays and ill successes past 

A faitfafiil leader, not to hazard all 

Through ways of danger by himself untried : 

I, therefore, I alone first undertook 

To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 

This new-created world, whereof in Hell 

Fame is not silent, here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my afflicted Powers 

To settle here on earth, or in mid air ; 

Though for possession put to try once more 

What thou and thy gay lemons dare Agunst ; 

Whose easier business were to aerv6 their Lord 

High up in Heaven, ¥rith songs to hymn his throne, 

And practisM distances to cringe, not fight" , 

To whom the warrior-Angel soon replied : 
" To say and straight unsay, preten^ng first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy, 
Aigues no leader but a liar trac'd, 
Satan, and couldst thou < faithful' add P O name, 
O sacred name of faithfulness profan'd ! 
Futhfiil to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head. 
Was this your discipline and faith engag'd. 
Your militaiy' obedience, to dissolve 
Allegiance to the* acknowledged Power Supreme ? 
And thou, sly hjrpocrite, who now wouldst seem 
Patron of liberty, who more than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cring'd, and servilely ador'd 
Heaven's awful Monarch .? wherefore, but in hope 
To dispossess him, and thyself to reign ? 
But mark what I aread thee now, Avant ; 
Fly thither whence thou fled'st ! If from this hour 
Within these haDow'd limits thou appear, . 
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Back to the' infernal pit I drag thee chained. 
And seal thee so, as henceforth not to scorn 
The facile gates of Hell, too slightly barr'd.*' 

So threaten'd he ; but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage replied : 

''Then, when I am thy captive, talk of chuns, 
Proud limitary Cherub ! but ere then 
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heaven's King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'st his triumphant wheels 
In prog^ss through the road of Heaven, star-pav'd." 

While thus he spake, the' angeUc squadron bright 
Tum'd fiery red, sharpening in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported spears, as thick as when a field 
Of CJeres, ripe for harvest, waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them : the careful plowman doubting stands. 
Lest on the threshing-floor his hopeful sheaves 
Prove chaff. On the' other side, Satan, alarm'd. 
Collecting all his might, dilated stood. 
Like Teneriff or Atlas, unremov'd : 
His stature reach'd the sky, and on his crest 
Sat Horror plum'd ; nor wanted in his grasp 
What seem'd both spear and shield. Now dreadfiil 
Might have ensued, nor only Paradise [deeds 

In this commotion, but the starry cope 
Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elements 
At least had gone to wrack, disturb'd and torn 
With violence of this conflict, had not soon 
The* Eternal, to prevent such horrid fray. 
Hung forth in Heaven his golden scales, yet seen 
Betwixt AAtrea and the Scorpion sign. 
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Wheran all things created first he weigh'd. 
The pendulous round earth with balanced air 
In counterpoise, now ponders all events, 
Battles and realms : in these he put two weights, 
Tbe sequel each of parting and of fight : 
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam ; 
"Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the Fiend. 
«* Satan, 1 know thy strength, and thou know'st 

mine; 
Neither our own, but ^ven : what folly then 
To boast what arms can do ? since thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled 

now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up. 
And read thy lot in yon celestial sign ; 
Where thou art weigh'd, and shown how light, how 

weak. 
If thou resist." The Fiend looked up, and knew 
His mounted scale aloft: nor more ; but fled 
Ifurmuring, and with him fled the shades of night. 



siri) or BOOK iv. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Moniing approtdicd, Eve rehtei to Adaui bar troubleiome dream ; 
helikei k not, yet eomfbrtt her: they eome fiittli Co their day. 
laboon: their momins-hymn at the door of their bower. God, 
to fender man taieiemabie, •eodt Rapinel to admnidb him of 
hif obedience* of h'ra free estate, of his enemy near at. hand ; 
who he i«, and why his enemy ; and wluitever cbe aMy atail 
Adam to know. Raphael comes down to Pamdise ; hisaniear» 
aneedescribed; his comin|f dbeemed by Adam alhr oB^ sitting 
at the door of his bower; he goes oat to meet him, brings him to 
his lodge, entertains him widi the choicest fraiti ofParadlBe got 
together by Eve; their diMourw at taUa: Raphael perfbnni his 
message, minds Adam of his state and of his enemy ; relatea, at 
Adam's request, who that enemy is, and how he came to he so, 
beginniDg ftom his first rerolt in Heaven, and the occasion 
tltfreof ; bow be drew his legions after him to the parti of the 
north, and tbere incited them to rebel with hin^ penaading all 
but only Abdiel a Seraph, who in aigamant dissoades and op- 
poses him, then fbnakes biro. 
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BOOK V. 



Now Morn, her rosy steps in the* eastern clime 
Advancing, sow'd the earth with orient pearl. 
When Adam wak'd, so custom'd ; for his sleep 
Was aery-ligh,t, from pure digestion bred. 
And temperate vapours bland, which the' only sound 
Of leaves and fuming rills, Aurora's fan. 
Lightly dispers'd, and the shrill matin-song 
Of birds on every bough : so much the more 
His wonder was, to find unwaken'd Eve 
With tresses discompos'd, and glowing cheek, 
As through unquiet rest : he, on his side 
Leaning half rais'd with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 
Beauty, whicji, whether waking or asleep, 
Shot forth peculiar graces ; then with voice. 
Mild as when Zeph3rrus on Flora breathes. 
Her hand soft touching, whisper'd thus : '' Awake, 
My fairest, my espous'd, my Litest found. 
Heaven's last best gift, my ever new delight ! 
Awake : the morning shines, and the fresh field 
Calls us ; we lose the prime, to mark how spring 

N 
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Our tender plants, how blows the citron-grove. 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 
How Nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet" 

Such whispering wak'd her, but witji startled eye 
On Adam, whom embradng, thus she spake : 

*< O sole in whom my thoughts find all repose. 
My glory, my perfection ! glad I see 
Thy face, and mom retum'd ; for I this night 
(Such night till this I never pass'd) have dream'd, 
(If dream'd,) not, as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day past, or morrow's next design. 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irksome night : methought^ 
Close at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it tlune : it said, 
« Why sleep'st thou. Eve ? now is the pleasant time. 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 
Tunes sweetest his love-labour'd song ; now reigns 
Full-oib'd the moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets off the face of things ; in vain. 
If none reg^ard ; Heaven wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but thee. Nature's desire ? 
In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty, still to gaze.' 
I rose as at thy call, but found thee not : 
To find thee I directed then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone i pass'd through ways 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowledge ; fair it seem'd. 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And, as I wondering look'd, beside it stood 
One shfp'd and win^d like one of those from Heaven 
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Sy us oft seen ; his dewy locks distill'd 

Ambrosia ; on that tree he also gaz'd ; 

And * O fair plant, (said he,) with fruit surcharged, 

Deigns none to ease thy load, and taste thy sweet ; 

Kor God, nor man P Is knowledge so despis'd ? 

Or envy' or what reserve forbids to taste ? 

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 

Longer thy offer'd good ; why else set here ?* 

This said ; he paus'd not, but with venturous arm 

He pluck'd, he tasted ; me damp horror chiU'd, 

At such bold words vouch'd with a deed so bold : 

But he thus, overjoy'd ; * O fruit divine ! 

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus cropt. 

Forbidden here, it seems, as only fit 

For Godsyyet able to make Gods of Men : 

And why not Gods of Men ; since good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows. 

The author not impaired, but honoured more ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve ! 

Partake thou also ; happy though thou art. 

Happier thou may'st be, worthier canst not be : 

Taste this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyself a Goddess, not to earth confin'd. 

But sometimes in the air, as we sometimes 

Ascend to Heaven, by merit thine, and see 

What life the Gods live there, and such live thou.* 

So saying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

Even to my mouth, of that same fruit, held part 

Which he had pluck'd : the pleasant savoury smell- 

So qiucken'd appetite, that I methought 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The earth outstretched immense, a prospect wide 

And various. Wondering at my flight and change 



d by Google 



14:^ FAKABisB tovr. B9ok 5. 

To this lugh exaltation ; suddenly 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, sunk dowi^ 

And fell asleep ; but O, how glad I wak'd 

To find thb but a dream !" Thus Eve her m^t 

Related, and thus Adam answered sad : 

«* Best image of myself and dearer half. 

The trouble of thy thoughts thb night in sleep 

Affects me equally ; nor can I like 

This uncouth dream, of evil sprung, I fear ; 

Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none^ 

Created pure. But know, that in the soul 

Are many lesser faculties, that serve 

Reason as chief; among these Fancy next 

Her office holds ; of all external things, 

"Which the five watchful senses represent. 

She forms imaginations, aery shapes. 

Which reason, joining or disjoining, frsmea 

AU what we' affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge or opiiuon ; then retires 

Into her private cell, when Nature rests. 

Oft in her absence mimic fancy wakes 

To imitate her ; but, misjoining shapes. 

Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams ; 

111 matching words and deeds long past or laite. 

Some such resemblances^ methinks, I find 

Of our last eVening^s talk, in this thy dream. 

But with addition strange ; yet be not sad. 

Evil into the mind of God or Man 

May come and go, so unapproved, and leave 

No spot or blame behind ; which gives me hope 

That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream. 

Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 

Be not dishearten'd then, nor cloud those looks^ 

That wont to be more cheerful and serene. 



d by Google 



B09k 5< PAKASISX LOST. 143 

Than when fair moming first smiles on the world ; 
And let us to our fresh employments rise 
Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 
That open now their choicest bosom'd smells^ 
Reserv'd from night, and kept for thee in store." 

So cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer'd* 
But silently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair; 
Two other precious drops that ready stood. 
Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 
Kiss'd, as the gracious sig^s of sweet remorse 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 

So all was clear'd, and to the field they haste. 
But first, from under shady arborous too£ 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 
Of day-spring, and the Sun, who, scarce up-risen, 
With wheels yet hovering o'er the ocean-brim, 
Shot parallel to the' earth his dewy ray. 
Discovering in wide landskip all the east 
Of Paradise and Eden's happy plains. 
Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 
Their orisons, each morning duly paid 
In various style ; for neither various style 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounc'd or sung 
Unmeditated ; such prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in prose or numerous verse, 
More tuneable than needed lute or harp 
To add more sweetness ; and they thus began : 
** These are thy glorious .works, Parent of good. 
Almighty \ Thine this universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fisdr ; Thyself how wondrous then ; 
Unspeakable, who sitt'st above these heavens 
To us invinble, or dimly seen 
n2 
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In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and power diyine. 
Speak, ye who best can teU, ye sons of light. 
Angels ; for ye behold him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without mght» 
Circle his thrcme rejoicing ; ye in Heaven. 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 
Fairest of stars, last in the tndn of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the sniHing mom 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy spheie^ 
While day arises, that sweet hour of prime. 
Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and soul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater; sound his prai^ 
In thy eternal course, both when thou efimb'st. 
And when high noon hastgain'd, and when thou 

fall'st. 
Moon, that now meet'st the orient Sun, now fty*st. 
With the fix'd Stars, fix'd in their orb that flies ; 
And ye five other wandering Fires, that move 
In mystic dance not without song, resound 
His praise, who out of darkness callM up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, the eldest biith - 
Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix 
And nourish all things ; let your ceaseless change 
Vary to our great Maker still new praise. 
Ye Mists and Exhalations, that now rise 
From hill or streaming lake, dusky or gray, • 
Till the Sun punt your fleecy skirts with goId» 
In honour to the world's great Author rise ; 
Whether to deck with clouds the' uneolour^d sky. 
Or wet the thirsty earth with falling showers, 
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Rjsing* or ftHing, gtitl advance his pnlse. 

His praise, ye Winds, that from four qfialters blow. 

Breathe soft or loud ; and, wave yoor tops, ye Pines, 

With every plant in sign of worship wave. 

Fountains, and ye that watble, as ye flow, 

Melodious murmurs, warbfing tune his praise. 

Join voices, all ye living Rouls : ye Bird^ 

That singing up to Heaven^te ascend, 

Bear on your wings and in your notes his prtdse. 

Ye that in waters ^de, and ye that walk 

The earth; and stately tread or lowly creep ; 

Witness if I be silent, mom or even, 

To hill or valley, fountiun or ft-esh shade. 

Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 

Hail, universal Lord, be bounteous still 

To give us only good j and if the night 

Have gfathcr'd aught of evil or conceal'd. 

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark ?*• 

So prayM they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recover'd soon, and wonted calm. 
On to their morning's rural work they haste. 
Among sweet dews and flowers ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reached too far 
Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitless embraces : or they led the vine 
To wed her elm ; she, spous'd, about him twines 
Her marriageable anns, and with her brings 
Her dower, the' adopted clusters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employ'd beheld 
With pity Heaven's high King, and to him call'd 
Raphael, the sociable Spirit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and secur'd 
His marriage with the seventimes-wcddcd maid. 

« Raphael, (snd he,) thou hear'st what stir on 
Earth 

Digitized by Google 



146 PAKmui LOST. Booh 5. 

Satan» from Hell 'soap'd through the darksome gulf. 

Hath rais'd in Paradise ; and how disturb 'd 

This night the human pair ; how he designs 

In them, at once to ruin all mankind. 

Oo, therefore, half this day as friend with friend 

Converse with Adam, in what bower or shade 

Thou find'st him from the heat of noon retired. 

To respite his day-labour with repast, 

Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on. 

As may advise him of his happy state. 

Happiness in his power left free to will. 

Left to his own free will ; his will though free. 

Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 

He swerve not, too secure : tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 

Late fall'n himself from Heaven, is plotting now 

The fall of others from like state of bliss ; 

By violence ? no, for that shall be withstood ; 

But by deceit and lies : this let him know. 

Lest, wilfully transgressing, he pretend 

Suiprisal, unadmonish'd, unforewam'd." 

So spake the' Eternal Father, and fuliill'd 
AH justice : nor delay'd the winged Saint 
After his charge receiv'd ; but from among 
Thousand celestial Ardors, where he stood 
Yeil'd with his gorgeous wings, up springing light, 
Flew through the midst of Heaven ; the' angelic 

quires. 
On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 
Through all the* empyreal road ; till, at the gfate 
Of Heaven arriv'd, the gate self-open'd wide 
On gt>lden hinges turning, as by work 
Divine the sov'ran Architect had fram'd. 
From hence no doud, or, to obstruct his sight. 
Star interpos'd, however small he sees 
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Not uBConfoim to otlier shining globes^ 

Earth, and the garden of God, with cedars ciown'd 

Above all hUls. As when by night the glass 

Of Galileo, less assur'd, observes 

Imagin'd lands and regions in the moon ; 

Or pilot, from amidst the Cyclades 

Delos or Samoa first appearing, kens 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 

He speeds, and through the vast ethereal sky 

Sails between worlds and worlds, with steady wing 

Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 

Winnows the buxom air; till, within soar 

Of towering et^les, to all th^ fowh he seema 

A phcenix, gaz'd by all, as that sole bird. 

When, to enshrine his reliques in the Sun's 

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 

At once on the* eastern cliff of Paradise 

He lights, and to bis proper shape returns 

A seraph wing'd : six wings he wore, to shade 

His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 

Each shoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breast 

With regal ornament ; the middle pair 

Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 

And colours dipt in Heaven ; the third his feet 

Shadowed from either heel with feather'd mail, 

Sky-tinctur'd grain. Like Maia's son he stood. 

And shook his plumes, that heavenly fragrance fill'd 

The circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands 

Of Angels under watch ; and to his state. 

And to his message high, in honour rise ; 

For on some message high they guess'd him bound. 

Their glittering tents he pass'd, and now is come 

Rjto the blissful field, through groves of myrrh. 
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And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm ; 

A wilderness of sweets ; for Nature here • * 

Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 

Her Tir^n fancies, pourings forth more sweet. 

Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 

Him through the spicy forest onward come 

Adam discem'd as in tlie door he sat 

Of his cool bower, while now the mounted sun 

Shot down direct his fervid rays to warm 

Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam 

And Eve within, due at her hour prepar'd [needs : 

For dinner savoury fruits, of taste to please 

True appetite, and not disrelish thiist 

Of nectarous draughts between^ from milky stream. 

Berry or grape : to whom, thus Adam call'd : 

'* Haste hither. Eve, and worth thy aght behold 
Eastward among those trees, what glorious shape 
Comes this way moving; seems another mom 
Bis'n on mid-noon ; some great behest from Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchsafe 
This day to be our guest But go with speed. 
And what thy stores contain bring forth ; and pour 
Abundance, fit to honour and receive 
Our heavenly stranger : well may we afford . 
Our givers their own gifts, and large bestow 
From large bestow'd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertile growth, and by disburdening grows 
More fruitful, which instructs us not to spare." 

To whom thus Eve : " Adam, earth's hallowM 
mould. 
Of God inspir'd ! small store will serve, where store. 
All seasons, ripe for use hang^ on the stalk ; 
Save what by frugal storing firmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous moist consumes : 
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But I will haste, and from each bough and brake, 
Eachplant and juiciest g^urd, will pluck such choice 
To entertain our AngeUg^est, as he 
Beholding shall confess, 4hat here on Earth 
God hath dispensed his bounties as in Heaven." 

So saying, with dispatchful looks in haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best. 
What order, so contriv'd as not to mix 
Tastes, not well join'd inelegant, but bring 
Taste after taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her theri, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever Earth, all-bearing mother, yields 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus or the Punic coast, or where 
Alcinus reignM, fruit of aU kinds, in coat 
Rough, or smooth liild, or bearded husk, or shell, 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand : for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths 
From many a berry, and from sweet kernels press'd 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to hold 
Wants her ^t vessels pure ; then strows the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unfum'd. 

Meanwhile our primitive great sire, to meet 
His god-like guest, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himself was aU his state. 
More solemn than the tedious pomp that wuts 
On princes, when their rich retinue long, 
Of horses led, and grooms besmear'd with gold. 
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them aU agape. 
Nearer his presence Adam, though not aw'd. 
Yet with sUbmiss approach and reverence meek. 
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As to' a superior nature bowing low. 
Thus said : ** Native of Heaven, for other place 
None can than Heaven such glorious shape contain ; 
Since, by descending from the thrones above. 
Those happy places thou haat deign'd awhile 
To want, and honour these, vouchsafe with us 
Two only, who yet by sov'ran gift possess 
This spacious g^und, in yonder shady bower 
To rest; and what the garden choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline." 

Whom thus the' angelic Virtue answer'd mild : 
** Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thou sudi 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heaveiv 
To visit thee : lead on then where thy bower 
O'ershades ; for these mid-hours, till evening xise^ 
I have at will." — So to the sylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smil'd, 
With flowerets deck'd, and fragrant smells ; but £ve, 
Undeck'd save with herself, more lovely fair 
Than Wood-Nymph, or the fairest Goddess feigfn'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked strove. 
Stood to* entertain her guest from Heaven ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infiitn 
Ahei^d her cheek. On whom the Angel JBml 
Bestow'd, the holy salutation us'd 
Long after to blest Mary, second Eve. 

« Hail, Mother of Mankind, whose fruitftil womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy sons^ 
Than with these various fVuits the trees of God 
Have heap'd this table." Rais'd of grassy turf 
Their table was, and mossy seats had round. 
And on her an^le square from ude to side 
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All automn p3'd, though sprifig' and aiiitanm here 
Dane'd hand in hand. A wh3e discourse they hold ; 
No fear lest dinner cool ; when thus hegmn 
Our author : •* Hearenly stranger, please to taste 
These bounties, which ourNourisher, fVom whom 
All p^erfect good, unmeasured out, descends 
To us for food and for delight hath eausM 
The earth to yield ; unsavoury food perhaps 
To spiritual natures ; only this I know. 
That one celestial Father gives to all.** 

To whom the Angel : •• Therefore what He gives 
(Whose praise be ever sung) to man in part 
Spiritual, may of purest Spirits be found 
No' ingratefii} food : and food' a£ke those pure 
Intelligential substances rehire, 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 
Of sense, whereby they hear, see, smell, toach, tast^ 
Tasting concoct, digest, assimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal tunl. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be sustain'd and fed : of elements 
The grosser feeds the purer, earth the sea, 
Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fire» 
Ethereal, and as lowest first the Moon ; 
Whence in her visage round those spots, uAparg'd 
Vapours not yet into her substance tum'd. 
Nor doth the Moon no nourishment e:di«^ 
From her moist continent to higher orbs. 
The Sun, that light imparts to all, receive* 
From all his ahmental recompense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 
Sups with the Ocean. Though in Heaven the treea 
Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 
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Yield nectar ; thougii from off the boughs each mom 
We brush melfifluous dews, and find the ground 
Coyer'd with peaiiy g^n ; yet God hath here 
Varied his bounty so with new delights, 
As may compare with Heaven ; and to taste 
Think not I shall be nice.*' So down they sat, 
^ And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 
The Angel, nor in mist, (the common gloss 
Of theologians,) but with keen dispatch 
Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 
To transubstantiate : what redounds, transpires 
Through Spirits with ease ; nor wonder ; if by fire 
Of sooty coid the' empiric alchemist 
Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 
Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold. 
As from the mine. Meanwhile, at table Eve 
Minister'd naked, and their flowing cups 
With pleasant liquors crown'd: O innocence 
Deserving Paradise ! if ever, then. 
Then had the sons of God excuse to' have been 
Enamour'd at that sight ; but in those hearts - 
Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealousy 
Was understood, the injur'd lover's helL 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had snf- 
Not burden'd nature, sudden mind arose [fic'd. 
In Adam, not to let the' occasion pass 
Given him by this g^reat conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 
Who dwell in Heaven, whose excellence he saw 
Transcend his own so far ; whose radiant forms^ 
Divine effulgence, whose high power, so far 
Exceeded human ; and his waiy speech 
Thus to the' empjnreal minister he fram'd : 

''Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
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Thy favour^ in this honour done to Man ; 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsafed 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted so. 
As that more willingly thou couldst not seem 
At Heaven's high feasts to' have fed; yet what com- 
To whom the winged Hieiarch replied : [pare ?" 
« O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him return. 
If not deprav'd from good, created all 
Such to peifection, one first matter all. 
Endued with various foims, various degrees 
Of substance, and, in things that live, of life : 
But more refin'd, more spirituous, and pure. 
As nearer to him plac'd, or nearer tending 
Each in their several active spheres assign'd. 
Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 
Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 
Springy lighter the green stalk,from thence the leaves 
More aery« last the bright consummate flower 
Spirits od6rous breathes : flowers and their fruit,. 
Man's nourishment, by gradual scale sublim'd. 
To vital spirits aspire, to Ihimal, 
To intellectual ; give both life and sense. 
Fancy and understanding ; whence the soul 
Reason receives, and reason is her being, 
Discurave or intuitive ; discourse 
Is oftest yours, the latter most is ours. 
Differing but in degree, of kind the same. 
Wonder not then, what God for you saw good 
If I refuse not, but convert, as you. 
To proper substance. Time may come, when men 
With Angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 
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Your bodies m«y st last turn all to spirit, 
Improved by tract of time, and, wing'd, ascend 
Ethereal, as we ; or may, at choice. 
Here or in heayenly Psrsdises dwell ; 
If ye be found obedient, and retsin 
Unalterably firm His love entire, 
Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjpj 
Your fill What happineas this happy state 
Can comprehend, incapable of more.*' 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied : 
«' O favourable Spirit, propitious guest. 
Well hast thou taught the way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set 
From centre to circumference ; whereon. 
In contemplation of created things. 
By steps we may ascend to God. But say. 
What meant that caution join'd. If ye be found 
Obedient ? Can we want obedience then 
To Him, or possibly his love desert, 
Who foim'd us from the dust, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Human desires can seek Sr apprehend ?** 

To whom the Angel :-«" Son of Heaven and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God ; 
That thou continuest such, owe to thyself. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein stand. 
This was that caution given thee ; be advis'd. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to persevere 
He left it in thy power ; ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not over-rul'd by fate 
Inextricable, or strict necessity ; 
Our voluntaiy service he requires^ 
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Not our necessitated ; such with him 
finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tried whether they eerve 
Willing or no, who will but what they must 
By destiny, and can no other choose ? 
Myself, and all the' angelic host, that stand 
In sight of Grod, enthron'd, our happy state 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds ^; 
On other surety none : freely we serve. 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
To love or not ; in this we stand or fall : 
And some are fall'n, to disobedience fall'n, 
And so from Heaven to deepest Hell ; O fall 
From what high state of bliss, into what woe !*' 

To whom our great progenitor : " Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted ear. 
Divine instructor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic songs by night from neighbouring hills 
Acreal music send ; nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we never shall forget to love 
Our Maker, and obey him whose command 
Single is yet so just, my constant thoughts 
Assur'd me' and still assure : though what thou tell'st 
Hath pass'd in Heaven, some doubt witlun me move. 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent. 
The full relation, which must needs be strange. 
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ; 
And we have yet large day, for scarce the Sun 
Hath finish'd half his journey, and scarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of Heaven." 

Thus Adam made request ; and Raphael, 
After short pause assenting, thus began : 

"High matter thou enjoin'st me, O prime of men, 
o2 
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Sad task and hard: for how shall I relate 

To human'aenac the' invisible exploits 

Of waning BiHrits P bow, without reinorse« 

The ruin of so many gloiious once 

And perfect while they stood ? how last unfold 

The secrets of another worid, perhaps 

Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 

This is dispensed ; and what surmounts the reach 

Of human sense, I shall delineate so, 

By likening spiritual to corporal forras^ 

As may express them best ; though what if Earth 

Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 

Each to other hke, more than on earth is thou^t ? 

'< As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where these Heavens now roll, where Eaith 
Upon her centre pois'd ; when on a day, [now refits 
(For time, though in eternity, applied 
To motion* measures all thii^ durable 
By present, past, and future,) on such day 
As Heaven's great year brings forth the' empyreal 
Of Angels by imperial summons call'd, [host 

Innumerable before the* Almighty's throne 
Forthwith, from all the ends of Heaven appeared 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thousand thousand en^gns high advanc'd. 
Standards and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for distinction serve 
Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tissues bear imblaz'd 
Holy memorials, acts of zeal and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpressible they stood. 
Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, 
By whom in bliss imbosom'd sat the Son, 
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Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake:*^ 

< Hear, vl\ ye Angels, progeny of light, 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Po verSy 
Hear my decree, which unrevok'd abaXi stand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
Hy only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 
At my right hand ; your head I him appoint : 
And by myself have sworti, to him shall bow 
All knees in Heaven, and shall confess hia Lord ; 
Under his great vicegerent reign abide 
United, as one individual soul. 
For ever hi^py : him who disobeyd, 
Me disobeys, breaks union ; and that day^ 
Cast out from God, and blessed viaioii, fidls 
Into' utter darkness, deep ingulf 'd, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end/ 

^ So spake the' Omnipotent, and with his words 
All seem'd well pleas'd ; all seem'd, but were not all. 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent ' 
In song and dance about the sacred hill; 
Mystical dance, wUch yonder starry sphere 
Of planets, and of fiz'd, in all her wbeels 
Resembles nearest, mazes intricate. 
Eccentric, intervoVd, yet regular 
Then most, when most irreg^ular they seem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 
So smooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 
Listens delighted. Evening now approach'd, 
(For we have also our evening and our mom. 
We o\irs for change delectable, not need ;) 
Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they turn 
Desirous ; all in circles as they stood. 
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Tables are set, and on a sudden pU'd 
With Angels food, and rubied nectar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold. 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 
On flowers repos'd, and with fresh flowerets crown'd. 
They eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 
Quaff immortality and joy, secure 
Of surfeit, where full measure only bounds 
Excess, before the' all-bounteous King, who showered 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 
Now when ambrosial night with clouds exhaled 
From that high mount of God, whence light and 
shade [chang'd 

Spring both, the face of brightest Heaven had 
To grateful twilight, (for night comes not there 
In darker veil,) and roseat dews dispos'd 
All but the* unsleeping eyes of God to rest ; 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain outspread, 
(Such are the courts of God,) the' angelic throng, 
Dispers'd in bands and files, their camp extend 
By living streams among the trees of life. 
Pavilions numberless, and sudden rear'd. 
Celestial tabernacles, where they slept [course, 
Fann'd with cool winds ; save those, who, in their 
Melodious hymns about the sov'ran throne 
Alternate all niglit long* But not so wak'd 
Satan ; so call him now, his former name 
Is heard no more in Heaven ; he of the first. 
If not the first Arch-angel, great in power. 
In favour and pre-eminence, yet fraught 
With envy' against the Son of God, that day 
Honour'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd 
Messiah King anointed, could not b^ar 
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ThKNigh pride that aght, and tbooght faimelf 

impair'd. 
Deep malice thence conceiTUig and dudaiiiy 
Soon as mid night .brought on tbe dusky hour 
friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolv*d 
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 
Unworshipt, unobeyed, the throne supreme, 
Contemptuous ; and his next subordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in seoret spake : (dose 

*Sleep'8t thou. Companion dear? What sleep can 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember'st what decree 
Of yesterday, so late hath pass'd the lips 
Of Heaven's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart ; 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent ? New laws thou seest impos'd ; 
New laws from him who leigns, new minds may 
In us who serve, new counsels, to debate [raise 
What doubtful may ensue : more in this plaoe 
To utter is not safe. Assemble thou 
Of all those myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell them, that by command, ere yet dim night 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste. 
And all who under me their banners wave, 
Homewai^ with flying mardi, where we possess 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Fit entertcdnment to receive our King, 
The great Messiah, and his new commands. 
Who speedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pass triumphant, and give laws.' 

** So spake the fidse Arch-angel, and infus'd 
Bad influence into the' unwary breast 
Of his associate : he together cdls, 
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Op bcvcmI one by one, the regent Powers, 
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught. 
That the Host High commanding, now ere ni^^^ 
Now ere dim nig^t had disincumber'd Heaven, 
The great hierarchal standard was to move ; 
Tells the suggested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity : but all obe3r'd 
The wonted mgnal, and superior voice 
Of their great Potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven ; 
His countenance, as the moming-star that guides 
The stany flock, alhir'd them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third pari of Heaven's host 
Meanwhile the' Eternal eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Rebellion rising ; saw in whom, how spread 
Among the sons of mom, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppose his high decree ; 
And, smiling, to his only Son thus ssdd : 

* Son, thou in whom my gloiy I behold 
In full resplendence. Heir of all my might. 
Nearly it now concerns us to be sure 
Of our Onmipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire : such a foe 
Is rising, who intends to' erect his throne 
Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north ; 
Nor so content, hath in his thought to tty 
In battle, what our power is, or our right, 
I'Ct us advise, and to this hazard draw 
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With speed what force is left, and all employ 
In our defence ; lest unawares we lose 
This OUT hig^h place, our sanctuary, our hill.' 

*' To whom Uie Son with calm aspect and clear, 
lightning divine, ineffable, serene, 
Mside answer : * Mighty Father, thou thy foes 
Justly hast in derision, and, secure, 
Laugh'st at their vain designs i^d tumults vain. 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
Illustrates, when they see all regal power 
Given me to quell their pride, and in event 
Know whether I be dextrous to subdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worst in heaven.' 

<* So spake the Son ; but Satan, wi^ his Powen^ 
Far was advanc'd on winged speed ; an host 
Innumerable as the stars of night. 
Or stars of morning, dew-drops, which the sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones^ 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 
Stretch'd into lon^tude ; which having pass'd. 
At leng^ into the limits of the north 
They came ; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Rais'd on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (so call 
That structure in the dialect of men 
Interpreted,) which not long after, he. 
Affecting all equality with Gkid, 



d by Google 



163 PABABISS LOST. JBooA? 5. 

In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declar'd in sight of Heaven, 
The Mountain of the Congregation caU'd? 
For thither he assembled all hia train. 
Pretending so commanded to consult 
About the great reception of their King, 
Thither to come, and with calumnious ait 
Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears ; 

* Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Tirtues, 
If these magnific titles yet remain [Powers ; 

Not merely titular, since by decree 
Another now hath to himself ingross'd 
All power, and us eclips'd under the name 
Of King anoiated, for whom all this haste 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here. 
This only to consult how we may best, 
"Wiih what mi^ be devis'd of honours new. 
Receive him, coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribttte yet unpud, prostration vile ! 
Too much to One ! but double how endur'd ; 
To One, and to his linage now proclaim'd ? 
But what if better counsels might erect 
Our minds, and teach us to cast off this yoke ? 
Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
The supple knee ? Ye will not, if I trust 
To know ye right ; (»•, if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sons of Heaven, possess'd before 
By none ; and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well consist 
Who can in reason then or right, assume 
Monarchy over such as live by right 
His equals, if in power and splendour less. 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
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Law and edict on us, who without law 
Err not ? much less for this to be our Lord, 
And look for adoration, to the* abuse 
Of those imperial titles, which assert 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to serve.' 

** Thus fiir his bold discourse without control 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zesl ador'd 
The Deity, and divine commands obey'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe 
The current of his fiiry thus oppos'd : 

* O argument blasphemous, false and proud ! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven 
Expected, least of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyself so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree of God, pronounc'd and sworn, 
That to his only Son by right endued 
With regal sceptre, eveiy aoul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confess him rightful King ? unjust, thou say'st. 
Flatly unjust, to bind with laws thee free. 
And equal over equals to let reign, 
One over all with untucceeded power! 
Shalt thou give law to God ? shalt thou dispute ' 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, andform'd the Powers of Heaven 
Such as he pleas'd, and circumscrib'd their being ? 
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good> 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is ; how far from thought 
To make us less, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy state, under one head more near 
United. But to grant it thee unjust. 
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That equal over equals monarch reign : 
Thyself, though g^eat and glorious, dost thou count. 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one, 
Equal to him begotten-Son ? by whom. 
As by his Word, the mighty Father made 
All things, even thee ; and all the Spirits of Heaven 
By him created in their brigfht degrees, 
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory nam'd 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 
Essential Powers ; nor by his reign obscured. 
But more illustrious made ; since he, the head. 
One of our number thuA reduced becomes ; 
His laws our laws ; all honour to him done 
Returns our own. Cease then this impious nge^ 
And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease 
The' incensed Father, and the' incensed Son, 
While pardon may be found in time besought.* 
** So spake the fervent Ang^l ; but his zeal 
None seconded, as out of season judged. 
Or sing^ar and rash : whereat rejoic'd 
The* Apostate, and, more haughty, thus replied : 
< That we were form'd then, say'st thou ? and the 
Of secondary hands, by task transferr'd [work 

From Father to his Son ? strange point and new ! 
Doctrine which we would know whence leamll : 

who saw 
When this creation was ? remember'st thou 
Thy making, while thy Maker gave thee being i 
We know no time when we were not as now ; 
Know none before us, self-bego^ self-rais'd 
By our own quickening power, when fatal course 
Had circled his full oth, the birth mature 
Of this our native Heaven, ethereal sons. 
Our puissance is our own ; our own right hand 
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Shsdl teach us highest deeds, by proof to try 
Who is our equal : then thou shalt behold 
Whether by supplication we intend 
Address, and to begirt the' ahnighty throne 
Beseeching or besieging. This report. 
These tidings carry to the' anointed King ; 
And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight' 

" He said ; and, as the sound of waters deep, 
Hoarse murmur echo'd to his words applause 
Through the' infinite host ; nor less for that 
The flaming Seraph fearless, though alone 
Encompass'd round with foes, thus answer'd bold : 

' O alienate from God, O Spirit accurs'd. 
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy fall 
Determin'd, and thy hapless crew involv'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 
Both of thy crime and punishment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah ; those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsaf 'd ; other decrees 
Against th^e are gone forth, without recall ; 
That golden sceptre, which thou didst reject^ 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thou didst advise ; 
Tet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath 
Impendent, ragging into sudden flame. 
Distinguish not : for soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn. 
When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know.' 

'< So spake the Seraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, fiiithful only he ; 
Among innumerable &lse, unmov'd. 
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Unshaken, unsednc'd, unteirified. 

Ills loyalty he kept, his loTe, his zesl ; 

Nor number, nor example, with him wruuglil 

To swerve from troth, or change his constant mind. 

Though nngle. From anudst them forth he paas'd 

Long way tfeoough hostile scorn, which he sostsin'd 

Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught; 

And, witli retorted scorn, his back he tnm'd 

On those proud towers to sinf t destmctioa doom'd." 
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*< Aix nigfat the dreadless Angel, unpunu'd, 
Tbrouf^ Heaven's wide champain held his way; 

tin Mom, 
Wak'd by the circlmg Houra^ with rosy hand 
Unbair'd the gates of light. There la a cave 
Within the mount of God, fast by his throne. 
Where light and Darkness in perpetual round 
Lodge and dislodge by turns, which makes through 
Grateful vidsmtude, like day and night : [Heaven 
light issues forth, and at the other door 
Obseqiuous Darkness enters, till her hour [well 
To veil the Heaven, though darkness there might 
Seem twilight here : and now went forth the Mom 
Such as in highest Heaven arra3r'd in gold 
Empyreal ; from before her vanish^ Night, 
Shot through with orient beams ; when all the plain 
Cover'd with thick embattled squadrons bright. 
Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiety steeds. 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, first met his view : 
War he perceiv*d, war in product j and found 
Already known, what he for news had thought 
To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 
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^ong thoM friendly Powers, who him receiv'd 
With joy and acclamations loiid, that one. 
That of 80 many myriads falPn, yet one 
Betum'd, not lost On to the sacred hill 
They led him high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme ; from whence a voice 
From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was heard • 

• Servant of God, weU done; weU hast thou fouiAt 
The better fight, who single hast maintained 
Against revolted multitudes the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms; 
And for the testimony' of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach, far worse to bear 
Than violence ; for this was all thy care 
To stjuid approved in sight of God, though worMs 
Judg d thee perverse : the easier conquest now 
Bemams tiiee, aided by this host of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return. 
Than scom'd thou didst depart; and to subdue 
By force, who reason for their law refuse. 
Bight reason for their law, and for their Kine 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go Michael, of celestial armies prince. 
And thou, in miUtaiy prowess next^ 
Gabriet lead fbrth to batUe these my sons 
Bivincble ; lead forth my armed Saints. 
By thousands and by milKons, rang'd for iight. 
Equal m number to that gx)dlcss crew 
Bebellious : them witii fire and hostile arms 
Fearless assault; and, to the brow of Heaven 
Fursumg, dnve tiiem out from God and bliss. 
fatoUieir place of punishment, the «ilf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receive their fall.' 
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** So spake the Sov'ran Voice, and clouds began 

To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 

In dusky wreaths, reluctant flames, the sigpn 

Of wrath awak'd ; nor with less diead the loud 

Ethereal tiumpet from on hig^ 'gan blow : 

At which command the Powers militant^ 

That stood for Heaven, in mighty quadrate join'd 

Of union irresistible, mov'd on 

In alence their bright legions, to the sound 

Of instrumental harmony, that breath'd 

Heroic ardour to adyenturous deeds 

Under their godlike leaders, in the cause 

Of God and his Messiah. On they move 

Indissolubly firm ; nor obvious hiU, 

Nor straitening vale, nor wood, nor stream, divides 

Their perfect ranks ; for high above the ground 

Their march was, and the passive air upbore 

Their nimble tread : as when the total Hnd 

Of birds, in orderiy array on wing. 

Came summoned over Eden to receive 

Their names of thee ; so over many a tract 

Of Heaven they march'd, and many a province mde, 

Tenfold the length of this teirene : at last. 

Far in the' horizon to the north appeared 

From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretched 

In battailous aspect, and nearer idew 

Bristled with upright beams innumerable 

Of rigid spears, and helmets thronged, and shields 

Various, with boastful argument portray'd* 

The banded Powers of Satan hasting on 

With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 

That self-same day, by fight, or by surprise. 

To win the mount of God, and on his tiirone 

To set the Envier of his state, the proud 
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Aspirer ; but their thoughts piOv'd fond and i 
In the mid way : though strange to us it seem'd 
At first, that Angel should with Angel war. 
And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in festivals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as sons c^ one great Sire, 
Hymning the' Eternal Father : but the shout 
Of battle now began, and rushing sound 
Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 
High in the midst, exalted as a God, 
The' Apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat^ 
Idol of majes^ divine, endos'd 
With flaming Cherubim, and golden shields ; 
Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
'Twizt host and host but narrow space was lef^ 
A dreadful interval, and front to front 
Presented stood in terrible array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudy van. 
On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 
Satan, with vast and haughty strides advanced. 
Came towering, arm'd in adamant and gold ; 
Abdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 
Among the mightiest, bent on li.g^est deeds. 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores t 

' O Heaven! that such resemblance of the Highest 
Should yet remain, where faith and re&lity [might 
Bemain not: wherefore should not strength and 
There fail where virtue fail^ or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance, trusting in the' Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 
Unsound and false ; nor is it aught but just. 
That he, who in debate of truth hath won. 
Should win in anna, in both disputes alike 
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Victor ; though bratUh that contort and fool. 
When reason hath to deal with force, yet so 
Most reason is that reason oyercome.' 

** So pondering, and from his armed peen 
Forth stepping opposite, half-way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens'd, and thus securely him defied : 

' Proud \ art thou met ? thy hope was to iure 
The heighth of thy aspiring unoppos'd, [reach'd 
The throne of God unguarded, and his ride 
Absuidon'd, at the tenor of thy power 
Or potent tongue : fool! not to think how vain 
Against the' Omnipcrtent to rise in arms ; 
Who out of smallest things could, without end. 
Have rris'd incessant armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with solitary hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow. 
Unaided, could have linish'd thee, and whelm'd 
Thy legions under darkness : but thou seest 
All are not of thy train : there be, who faith 
Prefer and piety to God, though then 
To thee not risible, when I alone 
Seem'd in thy worid erroneous to dissent 
From all ; my sect thou seest ; now learn too late 
How few sometimes may know, when thousands err.' 

'* Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye askance^ 
Thus answered : ' 111 ibr thee, but in wish'd hour 
Of my revenge, first sought for, thou retum'st 
From flight, seditious Angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of thb right hand provok'd, since first that tongae* 
Inspir'd with contradiction, durst oppose 
A ^rd pait of the Gods in synod met 
Their deities to assert; who, while they feel 
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Vigour divine with them, can allow 
Omiupotence to none. But well thou com'st 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 
From me some plume, that thy success may show 
Destruction to the rest : this pause between, 
(Unanswer'd lest thou boast,) to let thee know^ 
At first I thought that liberty and Heaven 
To heavenly souls had been all one ; but now 
I see that most through doth had rs^er serve* 
Minist'ring Spirits, train'd up in feast and song ! 
Such hast thou arm'd, the minstrelsy of Heavm, 
Servility with freedom to contend, ' 
As both their deeds compar'd this day shall prove.' 

** To whom in brief thus Abdiel stem replied ; 
' Apostate ! still thou err'st, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
Unjustly thou deprav'st it with the name 
Of servitude, to serve whom Qod oidains. 
Or Nature: God and Nature bid the same. 
When he who rules is worthiest, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is servitude. 
To serve th' un^ndse, or him who hath rebell'd 
Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee. 
Thyself not free, but to thyself enthrall'd ; 
Yet lewdly dar'st our ministering upbnud. 
Reign thou in Hell, thy Idngdom ; let me serve 
In Heaven God ever blest, and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obeyed j 
Yet chains in Hell, not realms, expect : meanwhile 
Prom me retum'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight. 
This greeting on thy impious crest receive.' 

•* So sayings a noble stroke he lifted high, 
"Wluch hung not, but so> swift with tempest fell 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no ^ght. 
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Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield. 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear upst£ud ; as if on earth 
Winds under ground, or waters forcing way. 
Sidelong had push'd a mountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with aU his pines. Amazement seiz'd 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus foil'4 their mightiest; ours joy fill'd, and shout,^ 
Presage of victory, and fierce desire 
Of battle : whereat Michael bid sound [Heaven 
The' Arch-angel trumpet; through the vast of 
It sounded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hosarma to the Hiohxst : nor stood at guze 
The adverse legions, nor less hideous join'd 
The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose. 
And clamour such as heard in Heaven till now 
Was never : arms on armour clashing bray*d 
Horrible discord, and the madding wheels 
Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict; over head the dismal hiss 
Of fieiy darts in flaming vollies flew. 
And flying vaulted either host with fire. 
So under fiery cope together rush'd 
Both battles main, with ruinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage. All Heaven 
Resounded ; and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her centre shook. What wonder ? when 
MUlions of fierce encountering Angels fought 
On either side, the least of whom could wield 
These elemi nts, and arm him with the force 
Of aU their regions : how much more of power 
Army' against army numberless to raise 
Dresulful combustion waning, and disturb, 
a 
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Though not destroy, their happy native seat ; 

Had not the' Eternal King Omnipotent, 

From his strong hold of Heaven, high over-rul'd 

And limited their might ; though numbered such 

As each divided legion might have seem'd 

A numerous host ; in strength each armed hand 

A lepon ; led in fight, yet leader seem'd 

Each warrior single as in chie^ expert 

When to advance, or turn the sway 

'Of battle ; open when, and when to close 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight. 

None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 

That argued fear ; each on himself relied. 

As only in his arm the moment lay 

Of victory : deeds of eternal fame 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 

That war, and various ; sometimes on firm ground 

A standing fight, then, soaring on main wing. 

Tormented all the air ; all air seem'd then 

Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale 

The battle hung ; till Satan, who that day 

Prodigious power had shown, and met in arms 

No equal, ranging through the dire attack 

Of fighting Seraphim confus'd, at length 

Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and feU'd 

Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed sway 

Brandish'd aloft, the horrid edge came down 

Wide-wasting ; such destruction to withstand 

He hasted, and oppos'd the rocky orb 

Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 

A vast circumference. At his approach 

The g^at Aich-angel from his warlike toil 

Surceas'd, and glad, as hoping here to end 

Intestine war in Heaven, the' arch-foe subdued 



d by Google 



JSook 6. P1V1.0I8E LOST. 177 

Or captiTe dragged in chains, with hostile frown 
And visage all inflam'd, first thus began : 

* Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 
Unnam'd in Heaven, now plenteous, as thou seest 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all, 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself. 
And thy adherents : how hast thou disturbed 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ! how hast thou instilPd 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright 
And faithiiil, now prov'd false ! but think not here 
To trouble holy rest j Heaven casts thee out 
From all her confines : Heaven, the seat of bliss. 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along. 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils. 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sudden vengeance, wing'd from God, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain.' 

" So spake the Prince of Angels ; to whom thus . 
The Adversary : * Nor think thou with wind 
Of airy threats to awe, whom .yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Hast thou tum'd the least of these 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rise 
Unvanquish'd, easier to transact with me 
That thou shouldst hope,imperious, and with threats 
To chase me hence ? err not, that so shall end 
The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 
The strife of gloiy $ which we mean to win. 
Or turn this Heaven itself into the Hell 
Thou fablest ; here however to dwell free. 
If not to reign : meanwhile thy utmost force, 
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And join Him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 
I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh.' 

''They ended parle, and both address'd for fight 
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicuousj that may lift 
Human imagination to such heighth 
Of godlike power ? for likest Gods they seem'd. 
Stood they or mov'd, in stature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now wav'd their fiery swords, and in the air 
Hade horrid circles ; two broad suns their shields 
Blaz'd oppoute, while Expectation stood 
In horror : from each hand with speed retir'd. 
Where erst was thickest fight, the* angelic throng. 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion ; such as (to set forth 
Great things by small) if, nature's concord broke. 
Among the constellations war were sprung. 
Two planets, rushing from aspect Inalign 
Of fiercest oppontion, in mid sky 
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound. 
Together both with next to* almighty arm 
Uplifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat. 
As not of power at once ; nor odds appeared 
In might or swift prevention : but the sword 
Of Michael from the armoury of God 
Was given him temper*d so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge : it met 
The sword of Satan, with steep force to smite 
Descending, and in half cut sheer ; nor staid. 
But with swih wheel reverse, deep entering, shar'd 
All his right side : then Satan first knew pain. 
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And writh'd hiin to and fro convolv'd ; so sore 
The gfriding" sword with discontinuous wound 
Pass*d through him : but the' ethereal substance 
Not long divisible ; and from the gash [clos'd, 

A stream of nectarous humour issuing flow'd 
Sanguine, such as celestial Spirits may bleed. 
And all his armour stain'd, erewhile so bright. 
Forthwith on all sides to his aid was run 
By Angels many' and strong, who interpos'd 
Defence, while others bore him on their shields 
Back to his chariot, where it stood retir'd 
From off the files of war: there they him laid 
Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame, 
To find himself not matchless, and his pride 
Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet soon he heal'd ; for Spirits that Uve throughout 
Vital in every part^ not as frail man 
In entrails, heart or head, fiver or reins. 
Cannot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 
All intellect^ all sense ; and, as they please. 
They limb themselves, smd colour, shape, or size. 
Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 

** Meanwhile in other parts Uke deeds deserv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Giabriel fought. 
And with fierce ensigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king, who him defied. 
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
Kefrain'd his tongue blasphemous ; but anon 
Down cloven to the waist, with shatter'd anna 
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And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond ann'd, 
Vanquish'd Adramelech, and Asmadai, 
Two potent Thrones, that to be less than Gods 
Disdwn'd,but meaner thoughts learn'd in their flight. 
Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and 
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy [mail. 

The atheist-crew, but with redoubled blow 
Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Bamiel scorch'd and blasted, overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth; but those elect 
Angels, contented witli their fame in Heaven, 
Seek not the praise of men : the other sort. 
In might though wondrous and in acts of war. 
Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom 
Cancell'd from Heaven and sacred memory. 
Nameless in dark oblivion let them dwell. 
For streng^ from truth divided, and from just, 
Illaudable, nought merits but dispraise 
And ignominy ; yet to glory* aspires, 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy seeks fame : 
Therefore, eternal silence be their doom, [swerv'd, 
"And now, their mightiest quell'd, the battle 
With many an inroad gor'd; deformed rout 
Enter'd, and foul disorder ; all the g^und 
With shiver*d armour strown, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overturn'd, 
And fiery-foaming steeds ; what stood, recoiPd 
0*er-wearied, through the faint Satamc host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear surpris'd. 
Then first with fear surpris'd, and sense of paifis 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 
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By sin of disobedience ; till that hour 

Not liable to fear, or {light, or pain. 

Far otherwise the' inviolable Saints, 

In cubic phalanx firm, advanced entire. 

Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd ; 

Such high advantages their innocence 

Gave them above their foes ; not to have sinn'd. 

Not to have disobey'd ; in fight they stood 

Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 

By wound, though from their place by violence mov'd. 

" Now Night her course began, and over Heaven 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce iropos'd. 
And silence on the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Victor and vanquished ; on the foughten field 
Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in g^ard their watches round. 
Cherubic waving fires : on the' other part, 
Satan with his rebellious disappear'd, 
Far in the dark dislodg'd ; and, void of rest. 
His potentates to council call'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismajr'd began : 

* O now in danger tried, now known in arms 
Not to be overpower'd. Companions dear. 
Found worthy not of Uberty alone, 
Too mean pretence ! but what we more afifect, 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have sustain'd one day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 
'what Heaven's Lord had powerfullest to send 
Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to his will. 
But proves not so : then fallible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 



d by Google 



182 rimisisx lost. JSook 6. 

Omniscient thought True is, less firmly arm*d. 

Some disadvantage we endured and pain, 

TiU now not known, but, known, as sooncontemn'd ; 

Since now we find this our empyreal form 

Incapable of mortal injuiy. 

Imperishable^ and, though pierc'd with wound. 

Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd. 

Of evil then so smaU as easy think 

The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms. 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 

May serve to better us. and worse our foes. 

Or equal what between us made the odds. 

In nature none : if other hidden cause 

Left them superior, while we can preserve 

Unhurt our minds, and understanding sound. 

Due search and consultation will disclose.* 

** He sat ; and in the assembly next upstood 
Nisroch, of Principalities the prime ; 
As one he stood escap'd from cruel fight. 
Sore toil'd, his riven arms to havoc hewn, 
And cloudy in aspect thus answering spake : 

* Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For Gods, and to unequal work we find. 
Against unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Against unpain'd, impassive ; from which evil 
Ruin must needs ensue ; for what avails [pain. 

Valour or strength, though matchless, quell*d with 
Which all subdues, and makes remiss the hands 
Of mightiest P Sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life, perhaps, and not repine. 
But live content, which is the calmest life ; 
But pain is perfect miseiy, the worst 
Of evils, and, excessive, overturns 
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All patience. He who therefore can invent 
WiUi what more forcible we may offend 
Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
No less than for deliverance what we owe.' 

•• Whereto with look compos'd Satan replied : 
' Not uninvented that, which thou aright 
Believ'st so main to our success, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of this ethereous mould whereon we stand. 
This continent of spacious Heaven, adom'd 
With plant, fruit, flower ambrosial, g^ms, and gold ; 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 
These thingpi, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground, materials dark and crude. 
Of spiritous and fiery spume, till, touch 'd 
With Heaven's ray, and temper'd, they shoot forth 
So beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 
These in their dark nativity the deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame ; 
Which into hollow engines, long and round. 
Thick rammM, at the' other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth 
From far, with thundering noise, among our foes 
Such implements of mischief, as shall dash 
To pieces, and o'erwhelm whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarm'd 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shaU be our labour ; yet ere dawn. 
Effect shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive ; 
Abandon fear ; to strength and counsel join'd 
Think nothing hard, much less to be despair'd.* 

"He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlighten'd, and their lang^sh'd hope reviv'd. 
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The' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be the* inventer miss'd ; so easy it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound most would hare 
Impossible : yet, haply, of thy race [thought 

In future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
IVith devilish machination, mig'ht devise 
Like instrument to plague the sons of men 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew ; 
None arguing stood ; innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they tum*d 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 
The' originals of nature in their crude 
Conception ; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with subtle art 
Concocted and adjusted, they reduc'd 
To blackest g^n, and into store convey'd : 
Part hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth 
Entrails unlike) of mineral and stone, 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missive ruin ; part incentive reed 
Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 
So all ere day-spring, under consdous night. 
Secret they finished, and in order set. 
With silent circumspection, unespied. 

" Now when fwr mom orient in Heaven appear'd, 
Up rose the victor-Angels, and to arms 
The matin trumpet sung : in arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded ; others fnim the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and scouts each coast light-armed 
Each quarter, to descry the distant foe, [scour, 

Where iodg*d, or whither fled, or if, for fight, 
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In motion or in bait : him soon they met 
Under spread ensigns moving nigh, in slow 
But firm battalion ; back with spee<^est sail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the swiftest wing, 
Came flying, and in mid air aloud thus cried : 

* Arm, Warriors, arm for fight ; the foe at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
This day ; fear not his flight ; so thick a cloud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see 
Sad resolution, and secure : let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit weU his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield. 
Borne even or high ; for this day will pour down. 
If I conjecture aught, no drizzling shower. 
But rattluig storm of arrows barb'd with fire.' 

*< So wam'd he them, aware themselves, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm. 
And onward mov'd embattled : when, behold ! 
Not distant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilish engineiy, impal'd 
On every side with shadowing ^squadrons deep. 
To hide the fraud. At interview both stood 
A while ; but suddenly at head appear'd 
Satan, and thus was heard comman<Ung loud : 

' Vang^rd, to right and left the front unfold ; 
That all may see who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and composure, and with open breast 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perverse : 
But that I doubt ; however, witness Heaven ! 
Heaven, witness thou anon ! while we discharge 
Freely our part j ye, who appointed stand. 
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Do as you have in charge, and hiiefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear.' 

<< So scoffing in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 
Which to our eyes discovered, new and strange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels, (for like to pillars most they seem'd. 
Or hollow'd bodies made of oak or fir. 
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell'd,) 
Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind 
A Seraph stood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire ; while we, suspense, 
Collected stood within our thoughts amus'd. 
Not long ; for sudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent applied 
With nicest touch. Immediate in a flame. 
But soon obscured with smoke, all Heaven appeared. 
From those deep-throated engines belch'd, whose 
Embowell'd with outrageous noise the air, [roar 
And all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
Their devilish glut, chain'd thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes; which, on the victor-host 
LeveU'd, with such impetuous fury smote. 
That, whom they hit, none on their feet might stand, 
Though standing else as rocks, but down they fell 
By thousands. Angel on Arch-angel roll'd ; 
The sooner for their arms ; unarmed they might 
Have easily, as Spirits, evaded swift 
By quick contraction or remove ; but now 
Foul dissipation foUow'd, and foro'd rout ; 
Nor serv'd it to relax their seined files. 
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What should they do P if on they nish'd, repulse 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet more despis'd. 

And to their foes a laug'hter ; for in view 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row. 

In posture to displode their second tire 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They worse abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight^ 

And to his mates thus in derision call'd : 

< Friends ! why come not on these victors proud? 
Erewbile they fierce were coming ; and when we. 
To entertain them fair with open front 
And breast, (what could we more ?) propounded 

terms 
Of composition, straight they chang'd their minds. 
Flew off, and into strange vagaries fell, 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they seem'd 
Somewhat extravagant and wild ; perhaps 
For joy of oifer'd peace : but I suppose. 
If our proposals once again were heard. 
We should compel them to a quick result' 

'<To whom thus Belial, in like gamesome mood: 
* Leader ! the terms we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home ; 
Such as we might perceive amus*d them all. 
And stumbled many ; who receives them right. 
Had need from head to foot well understand ; 
Not understood, this gift they have besides. 
They show us when our foes walk not upright' 

« So they among themselves in pleasant vein 
Stood scofhng, heighten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory : Eternal Might 
To match with their inventions they presumed 
So easy, and of his thunder made a scorn, 
And all his host derided, while they stood 

R 
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A while in trouble : but they stood not long i 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them aims 
Ag^nst such hellish mischief fit to' oppose. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power, 
"Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd !) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety from Heaven 
Of pleasure situate in hill and dale) 
Light as the ligfatning-glimpse they ran, they flew ; 
From their foundations loosening to and fro, 
They pluck'd the seated hills, with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 
Uplifting bore them in their hands ; amaze. 
Be sure, and terror, seiz'd the rebel-host. 
When coming towards them so dread they saw 
The bottom of the mountiuns upward tum'd ; 
Till on those cursed engines, triple-row 
They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep ; 
Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the sdr 
Came shadowing, andoppress'd whole legions ann*d; 
Their armour help'd their harm, crush'din and bruis'd 
Into their substance pent, which wrought them pan 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan ; 
Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 
Out of such prison, though Spirits of purest light, 
Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 
The rest, in imitation, to like arms 
Betook them, and the neighbouring hills uptore : 
So hills amid the air encountered hills, 
HurPd to and fro with jaculation dire ; 
That under ground they fought in dismal shade ; 
Infernal noise ! war seem'd a civil game 
. To this uproar ; horrid confusion heap'd 
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Upon confusion rose : and now aQ Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overspread ; 

Had not the' Aknighty Father, where hfe sits 

Shrin'd in his sanctuaiy of Heaven secure. 

Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advis'd ; 

That his great purpose he might so fulfil. 

To honovr his anointed Son aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

An power on him transferred : whence to his Son, 

The' Assessor of his throne, he thus began : 

'Effulgence of my gloiy. Son belov'd. 
Son, in whose face invisible is beheld 
Visibly, what by Deity I am ; 
And in whose hand what by decree I do. 
Second Onmipotence ! two days are past. 
Two days, as we compute the days of Heaven, 
Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 
These disobedient : sore hath been their fight. 
As likeliest was, when two such foes met arm'd ; 
For to themselves I left them ; and, thou know'st, 
Equal in their creation they were form'd. 
Save what sin hath impaired; which yethath wrought 
Insensibly, for I suspend their doom ; 
Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last 
Endless, and no solution will be found : 
War wearied hath performed what war can do. 
And to disordered rage let loose the reins, [makes 
With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd,; which 
Wild work in Heaven, and dangerous to the main. 
Two days are therefore past, the third is thine ; 
For thee I have ordain'd it ; and thus far 
Have suffer'd, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war, since none but Thou 
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Can end it Into thee such vxrtae aoid gnce 
Immense I have transfus'd, that all may know 
In Heaven and Hell thy power above compare; 
And, this perverse commotion gi>vera'd thus. 
To manifest thee worthiest to be Heir 
Of all things ; to be Heir, and to be King 
By sacred unction, thy deserved right. 
Go then, Thou Mightiest, in thy Father's mig^ ; 
Ascend my chariot, g^ide the rapid wheels 
That shake Heaven's basis, bring forth aU my war, 
My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 
Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thigk ; 
Pursue these sons of darkness, drive them out 
From all Heaven's bounds into the utter deep : 
There let them learn, as likes tliem, to despise 
God, and Messiah his smointed Ring.' 

" He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full; he all his Father fiill express'd 
Ineffably into his face receiv'd ; 
And thus the Filial Godhead answering spake : 

* O Father, O SujMreme of heavenly Thrones, 
First, Highest, Holiest, Best ! thou always seek'lt 
To glorify thy Son, I sdways thee. 
As is most just : this I my glory* account. 
My exaltation, and my whole deUght, 
That thou, in me well pleas'd, declar^st tliy wffl 
Fulfiird, which to fulfil is all my bliss. 
Sceptre and power, thy giving, I assume. 
And gladlier shall resign, when in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever ; and in me all whom thou lov'st : 
But whom thou hat'st, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on, 
Imag^ of thee in all things ; and shall soon. 
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Ann'd with thy might, rid Heaven of these rebell'd ; 

To their prepar'd ill mansion driven down. 

To chains of darkness, and the* undying worm ; 

That from thy just obedience could revolt, 

Whom to obey is happiness entire. 

Then shall thy saints unmix'd, and from the' impure 

Far separate, circling thy holy mount. 

Unfeigned Halleluiahs to thee sing, 

Hymns of high praise, and I among them Chief/ 

** So said. He, o'er his sceptre bowing, rose 
From the right hand of Glory where he sat ; 
And the third sacred morn began to shine, 
Dawnii^ through Heaven. Forth rush'd withwhirl- 
The chariot of Paternal Deity, [wind sound 

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, 
Itself instinct with Spirit, but convoy'd 
By four Cherubic shapes ; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with stars, their bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes; with eyes the wheels 
Of beryl, and careering fires between ; 
Over their heads a crystal firmament. 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colours of the showery arch. 
He, in celestial panoply all arm'd 
Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought. 
Ascended ; at his right hand Victory 
Sat eagle-wing'd ; beside him hung his bow 
And quiver, with three-bolted thunder stor'd ; 
And from about him fierce effusion roU'd 
Of smoke, and bickering flame and sparkles dire : 
Attended with ten thousand thousand Saints, 
He onward came ; far off his coming shone ; 
And twenty thousand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand, were seen : 
b2 
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He «n the wings of Chenib rode sublime 
On the cryBtifline tiky, in sapphire thron'd, 
Illiistrious far and wide ; bat by his own 
First seen : them unexpected joy sarpri^d. 
When the great ensign of Messiah blaz'd 
Aloft by Angels borne, his sign in Heaven ; 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduc'd 
His army, circumfus'd on either wing. 
Under their Head imbodied all in one. 
Before him Power Divine his way prepai'd ; 
At his command the' uprooted hills retir'd / 

Each to his place ; they heard his voice, and went 
Obsequious ; Heaven his wonted face renew'd. 
And with fresh flowerets hill and valley smii'd. 

** This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdui^d. 
And to rebellious fight rallied their Powers, 
Insensate, hope conceiidng from despair. 
In heavenly Spirits could such pen'erseness dwell ? 
But to convince the proud what signs avail. 
Or wonders move the* obdurate to relent ? 
They, harden'd more by what might most reclaim, 
Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 
Took envy ; and aspiring: to his heighth. 
Stood re-embattled fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to prosper, and at length previul 
Against God and Messiah, or to fall 
In universal ruin last ; and now 
To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 
Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
To all his host on either band thus spake : 

« Stand still in bright array, ye Saints ; here stand, 
Ye Angels arm'd ; this day from battle rest ; 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God* 
Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause ; 
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And as ye have receiv'd, so have ye done, 
Invincibly : but of this cursed crew 
The punishment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 
Number to this day's ^ork is not ordain'd. 
Nor multitude ; stand only, and behold 
God's indignation on these godless pour'd 
By me ; not you, but me, they have despis'd. 
Yet envied ; against me is all their rage. 
Because the Father, to whom in Heaven supreme 
Kingdom, and power, and gloiy appertains, 
Hath honour'd me, itccording to his will. 
Therefote to me their doom he hath assign'd ; 
That they may have their wish, to try with me 
In battle which the stronger proves : they all. 
Or I alone against them ; since by strength 
They measure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe.' 

" So spsike the Son, and into terror chang'd 
His countenance too severe to be beheld. 
And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread out their stany wings 
With dreadful shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous host. 
He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheels 
The stedfast empyrean shook throughout. 
All but the throne itself of God. Full soon 
Among them he arrived ; in his right hand 
Grasping ten thousand thunders, which he sent 
Before him, such as in their souls infix'd 
Plagues : they, astonish'd, all resisUncelost, 
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All courage ; down their idle weapons dropt : 
O'er shields, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 
Of Thrones and nughty Seraphim prostate. 
That wish'd the mountains now might be agun 
Thrown on them as a shelter from his ire. 
Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 
His arrows, from the fouifold-visag'd Four 
Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 
Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 
One Spirit in them rul'd; and every eye 
Glar'd Ughtning, and shot forth pernicious fire 
Among the* accurs'd, that withered all their strength. 
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd. 
Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fall'n. . 
Yet half his strength he put not forth, but check'd 
His thunder in mid volley ; for he meant 
Not to destroy, but root them out of Heaven : 
The overthrown he rais'd, and as a herd 
Of goats or timorous flock together thronged 
Drove them before him thunder-struck, pursued 
"With terrors, and with furies, to the bounds 
And crystal wall of Heaven ; which, opening wide, 
Boll'd inward, and a spacious g^p disclos'd 
Into the wasteful deep ; the monstrous sight 
Struck them with horror backward, but far worse 
Urg'dthem behind ; headlongthemselves they threw 
Down from the verge of Heaven ; eternal wrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomless pit 

" Hell heard the* unsufferable noise, Hell saw 
Heaven running from Heaven, and would have fled 
Aflrighted ; but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 
Nine days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd. 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
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Thiougfa his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
Incumber'd him with niin : Hell at last 
Yawning received them whole, and on them dosM ; 
Hell their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disburden'd Heaven rejoic'd, and soon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roU'd. 
Sole victor, from the' expulsion of his foes, 
Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd : 
To meet him all his Saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts. 
With jubilee advanced ; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm,' each order bright. 
Sung triumph, and him sung ' Victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion g^ven. 
Worthiest to reig^/ He, celebrated, rode 
Triumphant through mid Heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father, thron'd 
On high ; who into gloiy him receiv'd. 
Where now be sits at the right hand of bliss. 
<* Thus, measuring things in Heaven by things on 
Earth, 
At thy request, and that thou may'st beware 
By what is past, to thee I have reveal'd 
What might have else to human race been hid ; 
The discord which befel, and war in Heaven 
Among the' angelic Powers, and the deep fall 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebell'd 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy state. 
Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that, with him 
Bereav'd of happiness, thou may'st partake 
ffis punishment, eternal misery ; 
Which would be all his solace and revenge, 
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As a despite done against the Most Ifigh, 

Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 

But listen not to his temptations ; warn 

Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to' have heard. 

By terrible example, the reward 

Of disobedience ; firm they might have stood. 

Yet fell ; remember, and fear to transgress." 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Raphael, at the veqoett of Adam, relatn how and wherefore thit 
world was fint created ; that God, after the expelling of Satan 
and hit Angels out of Heat en, declared his pleasure to create 
another world, and other creatures to dwdl therein; sends hia 
Son with glory and attendance of Angels to perlbrm die work 
of Creation in she days : the Angels celebrate widi hymna tke 
perfbrmance thereof, and his re ascension into Heaven. 
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Dbscskd from Heaven, Urani^ by that name 
If rightfy thou art caU'd, whose voice divine 
Following, above the' Olympian hill I aoar. 
Above the flight of Pegascan wing. 
The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 
Nor of the Kuses nine, nor on the top ^ 

Of old Olympus dweU'tt ; but, heavenly-bom. 
Before the hiUs appear'd, or fountain flow'd. 
Thou with eternal Wisdom didst converse. 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 
In presence of the' Almighty Father, pleas'd 
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 
Into the Heaven of Heavens I have presum'd. 
An earthly gpiest, and drawn empyreal air. 
Thy tempexiag : with like safety g^ded down 
Return me to my native element : 
Lest from this flying steed unrein'd, (as once 
BeUerophon, though fix>m a lower clime,) 
Dismounted, on the' Aleian field I fall, 
Brroneous there to wander, and forlorn. 
Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 
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Within the visible diumaT sphere; 
Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 
More safe I sing with mortal voice, unchanged 
To hoarse or mute, though fall'n on evil days. 
On evil da3rs though falPn, and evil tongues ; 
In darkness, and with dangers cotnpass'd round. 
And solitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
"Visit'st my slumbers nightly, or when mom 
Purples the east : sdll govern thou my song, 
Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 
But drive far off the barbarous dissonance 
Of Bacchus and his revellers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
In Rhodop^, where woods and rocks had ears 
To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the Muse defend 
Her son. So fail not thou, who thee implores ; 
For thou art heavenly, she an empty dream. 
Say, goddess, what ensued when Raphael, 
The affable Arch-angel, had forewam'd 
Adam, by dire example, to beware 
Apostacy, by what befel in Heaven 
To those apostates ; lest the like befall 
In Paradise to Adam or his race 
(Chaig'd not to touch the interdicted tree) 
If they transgress, and slight that sole command. 
So easily obey'd, amid the choice 
Of all tastes else to please their appetite. 
Though wandering. He, vrith his consorted Eve, 
The stoiy heard attentive, and was fill'd 
With admiration and deep muse, to hear 
Of things so high and strange : things, to their 
So unimaginable, as hate in Heaven, [thought 

And war so near the peace of God in bliss. 



d by Google 



J300k 7. FA&ASISE LOST. 201 

l^ith such confufflon: but the evil soon. 
Driven back, redounded as a flood on those 
From whom it sprung ; impossible to mix 
M^ith blessedness. Whence Adam soon repealed 
The doubts that in his heart arose : and now 
Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know 
What nearer might concern him, how thb world 
Of Heaven and Earth conspicuous first began ; 
When, and whereof created ; for what cause ; 
What within Eden, or without, was done 
Before his memory ; (as one whose drouth 
Yet scarce allay'd, still eyes the current stream. 
Whose liquid murmur heard, new thirst excites,) 
Proceeded thus to ask his heavenly guest : — 

** Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 
Far differing from this world, thou hast reveal'd. 
Divine interpreter ! by favour sent 
Down from the empyrean, to forewarn 
Us timely of what might else have been our loss. 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach: 
For which to the' infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive, with solemn purpose to observe 
Immutably his sov'ran will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast vouchsafd 
Gently, for our instruction, to impart 
Things above earthly thought, (which yet concemM 
Our knowing, as to highest wisdom seem'd,) 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
(What may no less, perhaps, avail usr knowi^) 
How first began this Heaven which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving fires adom'd 
Innumerable ; and this which yields or fills 
All space, the ambient air wide interfus'd 
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Embracing round this florid Earth ; what cause 

Mov'd the Creator, in his holy rest 

llirough all eternity, so late to boHd 

In Chaos ; and the work begun, how soon 

Absoly'd ; if unfoibid thou may'st unfold 

What we, not to e3q>lore the secrets ask 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the g^at lig^t of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race though steep ; suspense in Heaven, 

Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears. 

And longer will delay to hear thee tell 

His generation, and the rinng birth 

Of Nature from the imapparent Deep ; 

Or if the star of evening and the moon 

Haste to thy audience, Night with her will bring 

Silence ; and Sleep, listening to thee, will watch ; 

Or we can bid his absence, till thy song 

End, and dismiss thee ere the morning shine.'* 

Thus Adam his illustrious guest besought ; 
And thus the godlike Angel answer'd mild : 
« This also thy request, with caution ask'd. 
Obtain ; though to recount almi^ty woika 
What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice* 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thou canst attuh, which best may serve 
To glorify thy Ifaker, and infer 
Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing; such commission from above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond, abstain 
To ask ; nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things not reveal'd, which the' invisible King, 
Only Omniscient, hath suppress'd in night; 
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To none communicable in Earth or Hearen : 
Enough is left besides to search and know. 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. 

** Know then, that, after Lucifer from Heaven 
(So call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of Angels, than that star the stars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son retum'd 
Victorious with his Saints, the' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus spake : — 

' At last our envious Foe hath fail'd, who thought 
All like himself rebellious, by whose aid 
This inaccessible high strength, the seat 
Of Deity supreme, us dispossess'd, 
He trusted to have seiz'd, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more : 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I see. 
Their station ; Heaven, yet populous, retains 
Number sufficient to possess her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With ministeries due, and solemn rites : 
But, lest his heart exalt him in the harm 
Already done, to have dispeopled Heaven, 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if such it be to lose 
Self-lost ; and in a moment will create 
Another world, out of one man a race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 
Not here ; till, by degrees of merit rais'd, 
s2 
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They open to themBelves at leng;th the way 
Up hither, under long obedience tried : [Earth, 
And Earth be chang'd to Heaven, and Heaven to 
One kingdom, joy and union without end. 
Meanwhile inhabit lax, ye Powers of Heaven ; 
And thou, my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I peifoim; speak Thou, and be it done ; 
My overshadowing Spirit and Ifigfat with thee 
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the Deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heaven and Earth ; 
Boundless the Deep, because I ax who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the space. 
Though I, uncircumscrib'd myself retire 
And put not forth my goodness, which is free 
To act or not; Necessity and Chance 
Approach not me, and what I will is Fate.' 

<< So spake the' Almighty, and to what he spake 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gave efFect 
Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Than time or motion^ but to human ears 
Cannot without process of speech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, 
When such was heard declared the' Almighty's will; 
* Glory, they sung, to the Most High ! good will 
To future men, and in their dwelling^ peace ! 
Gloiy to Him, whose just avenging ire 
Had driven out the' ungodly from his sight 
And the' habitations of the just ; to Him 
Glory and praise ! whose wisdom had ordain'd 
Ciood out of eidl to create ; instead 
Of Spirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffuse 
His good to worlds and -ages infinite.' 
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** So sang the Hierarchies : — ^Meanwhile, the Son 
On his great expedition now appeared. 
Girt with Omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of Majesty divine : sapience and love 
Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged Spirits, and chariots ^ng'd 
From the' armoury of God ; where stand of old 
Myriads, between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Against a solemn day, hamess'd at hand. 
Celestial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous ; (for within them Spirit liv'd. 
Attendant on their Lord :) Heaven open'd wide 
Her ever-during gates, hsurmonious sound 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his powerful Word 
And Spirit, coming to create new worlds. 
On heavenly ground they stood ; and from the shore 
They view*d the vast immeasurable abyss 
Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild. 
Up from the bottom tum'd by furious winds 
And sur^g waves, as mountains to assault 
Heaven's height, and with the centre mix the pole. 

• Silence, ye troubled Waves, and thou, Deep, 
peace,' 
Said then the' Omnific Word ; • your discord end !* 
Noi^ staid ; but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into Cliaos, and the world unborn ; 
For Ch aos heard his voice. Him all his train 
FoHow'd in bright procesnon, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then staid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
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He took the golden compasses, prepared 
In God's eternal store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created things : 
One foot he centr'd, and the other tum'd 
Round through the vast profundity obscure. 
And said, ' Jhus fiaur extend, thus far thy bounds. 
This be thy just circumference, O World!* — 
Thus God the Heaven created, thus the Earth, 
Matter unform'd and void : darkness profound 
Cover'd the* abyss ; but on the watery calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outspread. 
And vital virtue' infus'd, and vital warmth. 
Throughout the fluid mass ; but downward purged 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs. 
Adverse to life : then founded, then conglob'd 
Like things to like ; the rest to several place 
Disparted, and between spun out the air ; 
And Earth self-balanc'd on her centre hung. 

• Let there be Light,' said God; and forthwith light 
Ethereal, first of things, quintessence pure. 
Sprung from the deep ; and from her native east 
To journey through the airy gloom beg^an, 
Spher'd in a radiant cloud, for yet the sun 
"Was not ; she in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God saw the light was good; 
And light from darkness by the hemisphere 
Divided : light the ' Day,' and darkness * Night,' 
He nam'd. Thus was the first day even and mom : 
Nor past uncelebrated, nor unsung 
By the celestial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling first from darkness they beheld ; 
Birth -day of Heaven and Earth ; with joy and shout 
The hollow universal orb they fiU'd, 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hymning pniis'd 
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God and his works ; Creator lutnr they 8ung» 
Both when first evening was, and when first mom. 

" Again, God said, < Let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters ;' and God made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid, pure. 
Transparent, elemental air, dUfus'd 
In circuit to the uttermost convex 
Of this great round; partition firm and sure, 
The waters underneath from those above 
Dividing ; for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 
Crystalline ocean, and the loud misrule 
Of Chaos for remov'd ; lest fierce extremes 
Contiguous might distemper the whole frame : 
And Heaven he nam'd the « Firmament :* so even 
And morning chorus sung the second day. 

** The Earth was form'd, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involved, 
Appear'd not : over all the f&ce of Earth 
Main ocean flow*d not idle ; but, with warm 
Prohfic humour softening all her globe. 
Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with general Moisture ; when God said^ 
* Be gathered now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear.' — 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 
Emetgent, wid their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds ; their tops ascend the sky : 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, so low 
Down sunk a hollow bottom broad and deep, 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they 
Hasted with glad precipitance, uproll'd. 
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As drops on dust conglobing from the diy : 
Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct. 
For haste ; such flight tiie great command impressed 
On the swift floods : as armies at the call 
Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast heard) 
Troop to their standard ; so the watery throng. 
Wave roUJng after wave, where w^ay they found. 
If steep, with torrent rapture, if through plain. 
Soft ebbing ; nor withstood them rock or hill ; 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide. 
With serpent error wandering, found their way. 
And on the washy ooze deep channels wore ; 
Easy, ere. God had bid the ground be dry. 
All but within those banks, where rivers now 
Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 
The dry land, * Earth ;' and the great receptacle 
Of congreg&ted waters he call'd ' Seas :' 
And saw that it was good : and said, ' Let the' Earth 
Put forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed. 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind. 
Whose seed is in herself upon the Earth.' 
He scarce had said, when the bare Earth (till then 
Desert and bare, unsightly, unadom'd) 
Brought forth the tender grass, whose verdure clad 
Her universal face wi^h pleasant green ; 
Then herbs of every leaf, that sudden flower'd 
Opening their various colours, and made g^y 
Her bosom, smelling sweet: and, these scarce blown, 
Forth flourish'd thick the clustering vine, forth crept 
The swelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 
Embattled in her field, and the' humble shrub. 
And bush with frizzled hair impHcit : last 
Hose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 
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Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm'd 
Their blossoms : with high woods the hills were 

crown'd ; 
With tufts the valleys, and each fountain side ; 
With borders long ihe rivers : that Earth now 
Seem'd like to Heaven, a seat where Gods might 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt [dwell. 
Her sacred shades : though God had yet not rsdn'd 
Upon the Earth, and man to 611 the ground 
None was; but from the Earth a dewy mist 
Went up, and water'd all the ground, and each 
Plant of the field ; which, ere it was in the* Earth, 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green stem : God saw that it was good : 
So even and morn recorded the third day. 

«* Again the* Almighty spake, 'Let there be lights 
High in the' expanse of Heaven, to divide 
The day from night ; and let them be for signs. 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven, 
To give light on the Earth ;' and it was so. 
And God made two great lights, great for their use 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The less by night, altem ; and made the stars, 
And set them in the firmament of Heaven 
To* illuminate the Earth, and rule the day 
In their vicissitude, and rule the night. 
And light from darkness to divide. God saw. 
Surveying his great work, that it was good : 
For of celestial bodies first the Sun 
A mighty sphere he fram'd, unlightsome first. 
Though of ethereal mould : then form'd the Moon 
Globose, and every magnitude of stars. 
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And Bow'd with stars the Heaven, thick as a field : 
Of light by far the greater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and plac'd 
In the Sun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light ; firm to retain 
Her gather'd beams, great palace now of light. 
Hither, as to their fountsun, other stars 
Repairing, in their g(^en urns draw light. 
And hence the jnotning planet ^ds her horns ; 
By tincture or reflection they augment 
Their small peculiar, though from human sight 
So far remote, with diminution seen. 
First in his east the glorious lamp was seen. 
Regent of day ! and all the' horizon round 
Invested with bright rays, jocund to lun 
His k>ngitude through Heaven's high road ; the gray 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him danc'^ 
Shedding sweet influence : less bright the Moon, 
But oppowte in levell'd west was sel^ 
His mirror, with fiill face borrowing her light 
From him ; for other light she needed none 
In that aspect, and still that distance keeps 
Tan ni|^t; then in the east her turn she shines, 
Revolv'd on Heaven's great axle, and her reign 
With thousand lesser lights dividual holds, 
With thousand thousand stars, that then appear'd 
SpangUng the hemisphere : then first adom'd 
With their bright luminaries that set and rose. 
Glad evemi^ and glad mom crown'd the fourth day. 

" And God said, « Let the waters generate 
Reptile with spawn abundant, living soul : 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
Disf^ay'd on the' open firmament of Heaven.' — 
And God created the great whales, and each 
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Soul liying, eadi that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds ; 
And every bird of wing after his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and bless'd them, saying, 
' Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas, 
And lakes» and running streams, die waters fill : 
And let the fowl be multiplied on the' Earth.'— 
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay. 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 
Offish that with their fins, and shining scales. 
Glide under the g^een wave, in sculls that oft 
Bank the mid sea ; part single, or with mate. 
Graze the sea-weed tiieir pasture, and through groves 
Of coral stray ; or, sporting with quick glance, 
Show to the sun their wav'd coats drop,t with gold; 
Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend 
Moist nutriment ; or under rocks their food 
In jointed armour watch : on smooth the seal. 
And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait. 
Tempest the ocean : there leviathan, 
Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 
Stretch'd like a promontory, sleeps or swims, 
And seems a moving land ; and at his giHs 
Draws in^ and at his trunk spouts out, a sea. 
Meanwhile tlie tepid caves, and fens, and shores. 
Their brood as numerous hatch, from the' ^^^ that 
Bursting with kindly rupture forth disclos'd [soon 
Their callow young ; but feather'd soon and fledge 
They summ'd their pens; and soaring the air sublime> 
With clang despis'd the g^und, under a cloud 
In prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 
On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build : 
Part loosely wng the region, part more wise 
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In common, ranged in figure, wedge their way. 
Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 
Their aeiy caravan, high over seas 
Flying, and over land&iwith mutual wing 
Easing their flight ; so steers the prudent crane 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 
Floats as they pass, fannM with unnumber'd plumes; 
From branch to branch the smaller birds with song 
Solac'd the woods, and spread their painted wings 
Till even ; nor then the solemn nightingale 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her soft lays: 
Others on silver lakes and rivers bathM 
Their downy breast; the swan ^th arched necl:, 
Between her wliite wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her state with oary feet; yet oft they quit 
The dank, and, rising on stiff pennons, tower 
The mid aerial sky : others on ground 
Walk'd firm ; the crested cock whose clarion sounds 
The silent hours, and the' other whose gay train 
Adorns him, coloured with the florid hue 
Of rainbows and starry eyes. The waters, thus 
With fish replenish'd, and the air with fowl. 
Evening and mom solemmz'd the fifUi day. 

" The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With evening harps and matin : when God said, 
* Let the' Earth bring forth soul living in her kind. 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the* Earth, 
Each in their kind.' — ^The Earth obey*d, and straight 
Opening her fertile womb teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfect forms, 
Limb'd and full grown : out of the ground up rose. 
As from his lair, the wild beast where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd: 
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The cattle in the fields and meadows green : 

Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 

Pasturing at once, and in broad herds up sprung. 

The g^rassy clods now calv'd ; now half appeared 

The tawny lion, pawing to get free 

His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds. 

And rampant shakes his brinded mane ; the ounce. 

The Ubbard, and the tiger, as the mole 

Rising, the crumbled earth above them threw 

In hillocks ; the swifl stag from under ground 

Bore up his branching head : scarce from Ms mould 

Behemoth, biggest bom of earth, upheav'd 

His vastness : fleec'd the flocks and bleating rose. 

As plants : ambiguous between sea and land 

The river horse, and scaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground. 

Insect or worm ; those wav'd their limber fans 

For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 

In all the liveries deck'd of summer's pride. 

With spots of gold and purple, azure' and green : 

These, as a line, their long dimension drew, 

Strealdng the ground with sinuous trace ; not aU 

Minims of nature ; some of serpent-kind. 

Wondrous in length and corpulence, involv'd 

Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept 

llie parsimoiuous emmet, provident 

Of future ; in small room large heart enclos'd ; 

Pattern of just equality perhaps 

Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty ; swarming next appear'd 

The female bee, that feeds her husband-drone 

Deliciously, and builds her waxen ceUs 

With honey stor'd : the rest ar^ numberless. 
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And thou their natures know'st, and gav'st fhem 
Needless to thee repeated ; nor unknown [names. 
The serpent, subtlest beast of all the field. 
Of huge extent sometimes, with brazen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

** Now Heaven in all her giory shone, and roll'd 
Her motions, as the great first Mover's hand 
First wheel'd their course : Earth in her rich attire 
Consummate lovely smil'd ; «r, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flown, was swum, waswalk'd 
Frequent ; and of the sixth day yet remain*d: 
There wanted yet the master-work, the end 
Of all yet done ; a creature, who not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His stature, and upright with front serene 
Govern the rest, self-knowing ; and from thence 
Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his gt)od 
Descends, thither with heart, and voice, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God Supreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works : therefore the' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Present ?) thus to his Son audibly spake : 

' Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our similitude, and let them rule 
Over the fish and fowl of sea and air. 
Beast of the field, and over all the Earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground.'— 
This said, he form'd thee, Adam ; thee, O Man ! 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils brcath'd 
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The breath of life ; in his own image he 
Created thee, the image of God 
Express ; and thou becam'st a living soul 
Male he created thee : but thy consdrt 
Female, for race ; then bless'd mankind, and ssud, 
< Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the Earth ; 
Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fish of the sea, and fowl of the air. 
And eveiy Uving thing that moves on the* Earth.' — 
Wherever thus created, for no place 
Is yet distinct by name, thence (as thou know'st) 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 
This garden, planted with the trees of Grod, 
Delectable both to behold and taste ; 
And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 
Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all the' Earth 
Variety without end ; but of the tree [yields. 

Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and evil. 
Thou may'st not; in the day thou eat'st, thou diest ; 
Death is the penalty imposed : beware. 
And govern well thy appetite ; lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant, Death.* 
" Here finished he, and all that he had made 
Viewed, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So even and mom accomplished the sixth day } 
Tet not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though unwearied, up retum'd, 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens, his high abode ; 
Thence to behold this new created world. 
The' addition of his eAipire, how it show'd 
In prospect from his throne, how good, how fair. 
Answering his g^at idea. Up he rode 
J^oHow'd with acclamation, and the sound 
* Symphonious often thousand harps, that tim'd 
t2 
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Angetic haiTOonies : the e»th, the air 
Resounded, (tliou remembet'st, for thou heaid'sC,) 
The heavens and all the constelbttiont rwig; 
The planets in their station listening stoo<^ 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 

* Open, ye everlasting gates !' they sung, 

• Open, ye Heavens ! your liidnf*- doom ; let m 
The great Creator fVoin his work returned 
Magnificent, his six days work, a World ! 
Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 
To visit oft the dwelfings of just men. 
Delighted ; and with frequent intercourse 
Thither wiD send his winged messengers 

On errands of supernal grace.* — So sung. 

The glorious train ascending : He through Heaven, 

That open'd wide her blazing portals, led 

To God's eternal house direct the way ; 

A broad and ample road, whose dust is gold] 

And pavement stars, as stars to thee appear. 

Seen in the gafexy, that milky way. 

Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou seest 

Powdered withsUrs. And now on Barththe seTentib 

Evening arose in Eden, for the sun 

Was set, and twilight from the east came on. 

Forerunning night ; when at the holy mcnrat 

Of Heaven's high-seated top, the* imperial throne 

Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and sure. 

The Filial Power arriv'd, and sat him down 

With his great Father ; for he also went 

Invisible, yet staid, (such privilege 

Hath Omnipresence,) and the work ord^n'd. 

Author and End of all things ; and, from work 

Now resting, bless'd and hallow'd the seventh day. 

As resting on that dafy from all his work^ 
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But not in mFeiHie holy kept : the hti^ 
Had work and rested not ; the solemn pip^9 
And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop, 
All sounds OH fret by string or golden wire, 
Temper'd softtunirtgs^ intermlxM with voice 
Choral or unisbn r of incense elouds, 
Fuming frbm golden censers, hid the mount 
Creation and the six days aiets they sun^g, 
« Great are thy works, Jehovah ! infinite 
Thy power? what thought can measfrre thee, or 
Relate thee ? Greater now in thy returA [tongne 
Than from the giant Angels : thee that day 
Thy thunders mikgnxfied : but to create 
Is greater than created to destroy. 
Who can impair thee, Mighty King, or bound 
Thy empire ? Easily the proud attempt 
Of Spirits apostate, and their counsels vain. 
Thou hast repell'd; while impiously they thought 
Thee to ^minish, and from thee vrithdraw 
The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen thee, against his purpose serves 
To manifest the more thy might : his evil 
> Thou usest, and from thence creat'st more good* 
Witness this new-made World, another Heaven, 
From Heaven-gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glassy sea ; 
Of amplitude almost immense, with stars 
Numerous, and every star perhaps a world 
Of destin*d habitation ; but thou know'st 
Their seasons t among these the seat of Men, 
Earth, with her nether ocean circumfus'd. 
Their pleasant dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men, 
And sons of Men, whom God hath thus advanc'd ! 
Created in his image, there to. dwell 
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And wonhip him ; ind in reward to nile 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air. 
And multiply a rice of worshippers 
Holy and just : thrice happy, if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright !' 
" So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
With halleluiahs : thus was Sabbath kept 
And thy request think now fujfill'd, that ask'd 
How first this world and face of things began, 
And what before thy memoiy was done 
From the beginning : that posterity, 
Inform'd by thee, might know : if else thou seek'st 
Aught, not surpassing human measure, say."— 
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Adtm inquirM eoaeeming eelestial motknu; ii doubtftdly 
anfwered, and exhorted to teareh niber things more worthy 
of knowledge : Adam anents ; and, ttill dteirons to detain 
Raphael, rriatet to him what he remembered nnee his own 
creation ; his placing In Paradise; his ullc with God coneecning 
solitude and fit society; his fint meeting and naptials with 
Eve ; his diseonrse with the Angel thereupon ; who, lAcr td- 
monitions repeated, departs. 
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Thb Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
9o charming leftfais voice, that he awhile 
Thought him still speaking, still stood fix'd to hear ; 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully replied : 

" What thanks sufficient, or what recompense 
Equal, have I to render thee, divine 
Historian ! who thus largely hast allay'd 
The thirst I had of knowledge, and vouchsaTd 
This friendly condescenaon to relate 
Thingfs, else by me unsearchable ; now heard 
'With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With gloiy attributed to the high 
Creator? Something yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy solution can resolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world. 
Of Heaven and Blarth consisting ; and compute 
Their magnitudes ! This Earth, a spot, a gnun. 
An atom, with the firmament compar'd 
And all her numbered stars, that seem to roll 
Spaces incomprehensible, (for such 
Their distance argues, and their swift return 
Diurnal,) merely to officiate light 
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Bound this opacous Earth, this punctual spot. 
One day and night ; in all their vast survey 
Useless besides ; reasoning I oft admire. 
How Nature wise and frugal could commit 
Such disproportions, with superfluous hand 
So many nobler bodies to create. 
Greater so manifold to this one use, 
(For aught appears,) and on their orbs impos,e 
Such restless revolution day by day 
Repeated ; while the sedentary Earth, 
That better might with far less compass move, 
t Serv'd by more noble than herself, attains 
Her end without least motion, and receives. 
As tribute, such a sumless journey brought 
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to describe whose swiftness number fails." 

So spake our Sire, and by his countenance seem'd 
Entering on studious thoughts abstruse ; which Eve 
Perceiving, where she sat retir'd in sigfht. 
With lowliness majestic from her seat. 
And g^race that won who saw to wish her stay. 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To visit how they prosper'd, bud and bloom. 
Her nursery : they at her coming sprung. 
And, touch'd by her fair tendance, gladUer grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high: such pleasure she reserv'd, 
Adam relating, she sole auditress ; 
Her husband the relater she preferr'd 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather ; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful di^^ssions, and solve high dispute 
w^ith' conjugal caresses: from his lip 
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Not words alone pleas'd her. O ! when meet now 

Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd ? 

With goddess-like demeanour forth she went. 

Not unattended ; for on her, as Queen, 

A pomp of winning- Graces waited still. 

And from about her shot darts of desire 

Into all eyes, to wish her still in sight. 

And Raphael now, to Adam's doubt proposed. 

Benevolent and facile thus replied : 

<< To ask or search, I blame thee not ; for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee set. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
Ifis seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heaven move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the rest 
From Man or Angel the great Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, ^nd not divulge 
His secrets, to be scann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire : or, if they list to try 
Conjecture, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter ; when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the stars, how they will wield . 
The mighty frame ; how build, unbuild, contrive 
To save appearances ; how gird the !^here 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er. 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb : 
Already by thy reasoning this I guess, 
Who are to lead thy offspring, and supposest 
That bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor Heaven such journeys run. 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit. Consider first, that great 
tj 
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Or bright infers not excellence : the Earth 

(Thoug^h, in comparison of Heaven, so small. 

Nor glistering) may of solid good contain 

More plenty than the Sun that barren shines ; 

Whose virtue on itself works no effect. 

But in the fruitful Earth ; there first received. 

His beams, unactive else, their vigour find. 

Yet not to Earth are those bright luminaries 

Officious ; but to thee. Earth's habitant. 

And for the Heaven's wide circuit, let it speal 

The Maker's high magnificence, who built 

So spacious, and his line stretch'd out so far; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own ; 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a small partition ; and the rest 

Ordain'd for uses to his Lord best known. 

The swiftness of those circles attribute, 

Though numberless, to his Omnipotence, 

That to corporeal substances could add 

Speed almost spiritual: me thou think'st not slow, 

Who since the morning-hour set out from Heaven 

Where God resides, and ere mid-day arriv'd 

In Eden ; distance inexpressible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge« 

Admitting motion in the Heavens, to show 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov'd ; 

Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on Earth. 

God, to remove his ways from human sense, 

Plac'd Heaven from Earth so far, that earthly sight. 

If it presume, might err in things too high. 

And no advantage gain. What if the Sun 

Be centre to the world ; and other stars. 

By his attractive virtue and their own 
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Incited, dance tbout him various rounds ? 
Their wandering course now high, now low, then 
Progressive, retrograde, or standing still, [hid. 
In six thou seest ; and what if seventh to these 
The planet Earth, so sted&st thou^ she seem, 
Insenfflbly three different motions move ? 
Which else to several spheres thou must ascribe, 
Kov'd contrary with thwart obliquities ; 
Or save the Sun his labour, and that swift 
Nocturnal and diurnal riiomb suppos'd, 
Invisible else above all stars, the wheel 
Of day and night; which needs not thy belief. 
If Earth, industrious of herself, fetch day 
Travelling east, and with her part averse 
From the Sun's beam meet Night, her other part 
StUl luminous by his ray. What if that light. 
Sent from her through the wide transpicuous air, 
To the terrestrial Moon be as a star,| 
Enlightening her by day, as she by night 
This earth ? reciprocal, if iand be there, 
Fields and inhabitants : her spots thou seest 
As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her soften'd soil, for some to eat 
Allotted there ; and other suns perhaps, 
With their attendant moons, thou wilt descry. 
Communicating male and female light ; 
Which two g^at sexes animate the world, 
Stor'd in each orb perhaps with some that live. 
For such vast room in nature unpossessed 
By living soul, desert and desolate, 
Only to shine, yet scarce to c6ntribute . 
Each orb a glimpse of light, convey'd so fiur 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to dispute. 
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But whether thus these things^ or whether not; 
Whether the Sun, predominsnt in Hefl;ireiii, 
Rise on the Earth ; or Earth rise on the Sun; 
He from the east his flaming road be[^n ; 
Or she from west her silent coarse advance 
With inoffensive pace, that spinning sleeps 
On her soft axle, while riie paces even, 
And bears thee soft with the smooth air along ; 
Solicit not th^ thoughts with matters hid ; 
Leave them to God above; Him serve, and fear ; 
Of other creatures, as him pleases best. 
Wherever plac'd, let him ^spose ; joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradise 
And thy fair Eve ; Heaven is for thee too high 
To know what passes there ; be lowly wise : 
Think only what concerns thee, and thy being ; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 
Live, in what state, condition, or deg^e ; 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth only, but of lughest Heaven.*' 

To whom thus Adam, cleared of doubt, replied : 
** How fUlJy hast thou satisfied me, pure 
Intelligence of Heaven, Angel serene ! 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to five 
The easiest way ; nor with perplexing thougHts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
God liath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 
And not molest us ; unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and notions 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove [vain. 

Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end; 
Till wam'd, or by experiefhce taught, she learn. 
That, not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and subtle ; but, to know 
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That which before us lies in daily Ufe, 

Is the prime wisdom : what is more is fume. 

Or emptiness, or fond impertinence : 

And renders us, in things that most concern, 

Unpractis'd, unprepar'd, and still to seek. 

Therefore, from this high pitch let us descend 

A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 

Useful ; whence, haply, mention may arise 

Of something not unseasonable to ask. 

By sufferance, and thy wonted favour, deig^'d. 

Thee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance : now, hear me relate 

My stoiy, which perhaps thou hast not heard ; 

And day i» not yet spent ; till then thoa seest 

How subtly to detain thee I devise ; 

Inviting thee to h^wr while I relate ; 

Fond ! were it idt in hope of thy reply : 

For, while I sit with thee, I seem in Heaven ; 

And sweeter thy discoure is to my ear 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleasantest to thirst 

And hunger both, from labour, at the hour 

Of sweet repast : they satiate, and soon fill. 

Though pleasant ; but thy words with grace divine 

Imbued, bring to their sweetness no satiety." 

To whom thus Raphael answer'd, heaveidy meek: 
" Nor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of Men ! 
Nor tongue ineloquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gif^s hath also pour'd 
Inward and outward both, his image fair : 
Speaking, or mute, all comeliness and grace 
Attends thee ; and each word, each motion, fonns ; 
Nor less think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-servant, and inquire 
Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
u2 
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For God, we tee, hath honour'd thee, and set 
On Hsn his equal lore : say therefore on ; 
For I that day was absent, as befel. 
Bound on a vojrage uncouth and obscure. 
Far on ezcurnon toward the gtttes of Hell ; 
Squar'd in luU legion (such command we had} 
To see that none thence issued forth a spy 
Or enemy, while Gpd was in his woil: ; 
Lest he, incens'd at such eniptioA bold, 
Destruction with creation might have mix'd. 
Not that they durst without his leave attempt ; 
But us he sends upon his high behests 
For state as Sov'ran King ; and to inure 
Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fast shut. 
The dismal gates, and barricadoM strong ; 
But long ere our approaching heard inathin 
Noise, other than the sound of dance or song. 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rag«. 
Glad we retum'd up to the coasts of light 
Ere sabbath^vening: so we had in chaige. 
But thy relation now ; for I attend, 
Pleas'd with thy words no less than thou with mine. 
So spake the godlike Power, and thus our Sire : 
« For Bfan to teU how human life began 
Ishanl ; for who himself beginmng knew ? 
Desire with thee still longer to converse 
Induc'dme. As new wak'd from soundest sleep, 
Soft on the floweiy heib I found me laid. 
In balmy sweat ; which with his beams the Sun 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moistuK fed. 
Straight toward Heaven my wondering eyes I 

turn'd. 
And gaz»d awhile the ample sky : till, rais'd 
By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung. 
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As thitherward endeavouring^, and upright 
Stood on my feet : about me round I saw 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains, 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams ; by these 
Creatures that liv'd, and mov'd, and waik'd, or flew; 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smil'd ; 
With fragrance and with joy my heart o'eiflow'd. 
Myself I then perus'd, and limb by limb 
Survey'd, and softietimes went, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause, 
Knew not ; to speak I tried, and forthwith spake ; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whate'er I saw. ' Thou Sun, (sidd I,) fair light» 
And thou enlighten'd Earth, so fresh and gay. 
Ye Hilb, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fsdr Creatures, tell, 
Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here ?— 
Not of myself ; — ^by some great Maker then. 
In goodness and in power pre-eminent ; 
Tell me how may 1 know him, how adore. 
From whom I have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that I am happier than I know.'— 
While thus I call'd, and stray*d I knew not whither, 
Prom where I first drew ur, and first beheld 
This happy light ; when, answer none returned. 
On a green shady bank, profuse of flowers. 
Pensive I sat me down : there gentle Sleep 
First found me, and with soft oppression seiz'd 
My drowsed sense, untroubled ; (though I thought 
I then was passing to my former stale 
Insensible, and forthwi^ to dissolve :) 
When suddenly stood at my head a Dream, 
Whose inward apparition gently mov'd 
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My fancy to believe I yet had beings, 

And Uv'd : one came, methought of shape divine. 

And said, * Thy manuon wants thee, Adam ; rise. 

First Man, of men innumerable ordain'd 

First Father ! call'd by thee, I come thy guide 

To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepar'd/ 

So saying, by the hand he took me rais'd. 

And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth sliding without step, Ust led me up 

A woody mountain ; whose high top was plun, 

A circuit wide, enclos'd, with goodliest trees 

Planted, with walks, and bowers ; that what I saw 

Of Earth before, scarce pleasant seem'd. Each tree 

Loaden with fairest fruit, that hung to the' eye 

Tempting, stirr'd in me sudden appetite 

To pluck and eat ; whereat I wak'd, and found 

Befoie mine eyes all real, as the dream 

Had lively shadow'd. Here had new begpm 

My wandering, had not He, who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appeu^d. 

Presence Divine ! Rejoicing, but with awe. 

In adoration at his feet I feU [I am,* 

Submiss : He rear'd me, and ' Whom thou sought* st 

Said mildly, ' Author of all this thou seest 

Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Para(]Use I give thee, count it thine 

To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat : 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth : 

But of the tree whose operation brings 

Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 

The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith. 

Amid the g^arden by the tree of life. 

Remember what I warn thee, shun to taste. 
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And shun the bitter consequence : for know 
llie day thou eat'st thereof, my sole command 
Transgressed, inevitably thou shalt die ; 
From that day mortal ; and this happy state 
Shalt lose, expell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and sorrow.' — Sternly he pronounc'd 
The rigid interdiction, which resounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 
Not to incur ; but soon his clear aspect 
Retum'd, and gracious puipose thus renew'd : 
< Not only these fair bounds, but all the Earth 
To thee and to thy race I give : as lords 
Possess it, and all things that therein Uve, 
Or live in sea or air; beast, fish, and fowl. 
In sign whereof, each bird and beast behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low subjection : understand the same 
Offish within their watery residence. 
Not hither summon'd, since they cannot change 
Their element, to draw the thinner air.'— 
As thus he spake, each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two and two ; these cowering low 
With blandishment : each bird stoop'd on his wing. 
I nam*d them as they pass*d, and understood 
Their nature ; with such knowledge God endued 
My sudden apprehension ; but in these 
I found not what methought I wanted still ; 
And to the heavenly Vision thus presum'd ;— 
' P, by what name, for thou above all these. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpassest far my naming ; how may I 
Adore thee, Author of tlus universe. 
And all this good to man ? for whose well-being 
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So amply, and with hands so liberal. 
Thou hast provided all things : but with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
"What happiness, who can enjoy alone ; 
Op, all enjoying, what contentment find ?* — 
Thus I presumptuous ; and the Vision bright. 
As with a smile more brighten'd, thus replied : 

< What call'st thou solitude ? Is not the Earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 
Replenish'd, and all these at thy command 
To come and play before thee P Know'st thou not 
Their language and their ways ? They also know. 
And reason not contemptibly : with these 
Find pastime, and bear rule ; thy realm is laige.'— 
So spake the Universal Lord, and seem'd 
So ordering : I, with leave of speech implor'd. 
And humble deprecation, thus replied : 

* Let not my words offend thee, Heavenly Power, 
My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 
Hast thou not made me here thy substitute. 
And these inferior far beneath me set ? 
Among unequals what society 
Can sort ; what harmony, or true delight ? 
Which must be mutual, in proportion due 
Given and receiv'd; but, in disparity. 
The one intense, the other still remiss. 
Cannot well suit with either, but soon prove 
Tedious alike : of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek, fit to participate 
All rational delight : wherein the brute 
Cannot be human consort : they rejoice 
Each with their kind, lion with lioness ; 
So fitly them in pairs thou hast combin'd : 
Much less can bird with beast, or fish with fijwl 
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So well converse, nor with the ox the ape ; 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of alL* 

"Whereto the' Almighty answer'd, not displeas'd : 
* A mce and subtle happiness, I see. 
Thou to thyself proposest, in the choice 
Of thy associates, Adam ! and wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What think'st thou then of me, and this my state ? 
Seem I to thee sufficiently possess*d 
Of happiness, or not ? who am alone 
From all eternity ; for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much less. 
How have I then with whom to hold conv^e. 
Save with the creatures which I made, and those 
To me inferior, infinite descents 
Beneath what other creatures are to thee ?' 

•* He ceas'd ; I lowly answered : — * To attain 
The height and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come short. Supreme of things ! 
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 
Is no deficience found : not so is Man, 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By conversation with his like to help. 
Or solace his defects. No need that thoa 
Shouldst propagate, already Infinite ; 
And through all niunbers absolute, though One : 
But Man by number is to manifest 
His angle imperfection, and beget 
like of his like, his image multiplied. 
In unity defective ;• which requires 
Collateral love, and dearest amity. 
Thou in thy secrecy although alone. 
Best with thyself accompanied, seek*st not 
Sodal communication ; yet, so pleas'd^ 
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Canst raise thy creature to what hdght thou wilt 

Of union or coinmuniony deified : 

I, by convernng, cannot these erect 

From prone; nor in their ways complacence find.'— 

Thus I embolden'd spake, and freedom us'd 

Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gain'd 

This answer from the gracious Voice Divine. 

* Thus far to tiy thee, Adam, I was pleas'd ; 
And find thee knowing,* not of beasts alone, 
"Which thou hast rightly nam'd, but of thyself; 
^ Expressing well the spirit within thee firee. 
My image, not imparted to the brute ; 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason was thou freely shouldst dislike ; 
And be so minded still : I, ere thou spak'st. 
Knew it not gtxxl for Man to be alone ; 
And no such company as then thou saw'st 
Intended thee ; for trial only brought. 
To see how thou could'st judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assur'd. 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self. 
Thy wish exactly'to thy heart's desire.' 

** He ended, or I heard no more ; for now 
My earthly by his heavenly overpowePd, 
MThich it had long stood under, strain'dtotfae' hdght 
In that celestial colloquy sublime, 
(As with an object that excels the sense,) 
Dazzled and spent, sunk down ; and sought repair 
Of sleep, whidi instantly fell on me, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and dos'd mine eyes. 
IbGne eyes he dos'd, but open left the cell 
Of fancy, my internal sight; by which. 
Abstract as in a trance, methought I saw. 
Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw the shape 
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still glorious before whom awake I stood : 

YHio stooping open'd my left side, and took 

From thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm. 

And life-blood streaming fresh ; wjde was the wound* 

But suddenly with flesh fiU'd up and heal'd : 

The rib he form'd and fashion'd with his hands ; 

Under his forming hands a creature grew, 

Man-like, but different sex ; so loyely fair, 

That what seem'd fair in all the world, seem'd now 

Meaiv or in her summ'd up, in her contahi'd 

And in her looks ; which from that time infus'd 

Sweetness into my heart, nnfelt before. 

And into all things from her air inspired 

The spirit of lore and amorous delight. 

She disappeared, and left me dark ; I wak'd 

To find her, or fw ever to deplore 

Her loss, and other pleasures all abjure : 

When out c^hope, behold her, not &r off. 

Such as I saw her in my dream, adom'd 

With what tSA Earth or Heaven could bestow. 

To make her amiable : on she came. 

Led by her heavenly Maker, though unseen. 

And guided by his voice ; nor uninfbrmM 

Of nuptial sanctity, and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all her steps. Heaven in her eye. 

In every gesture dignity and love. 

I, oveijoj^^d, could not forbear aloud :— 

'This turn hath made amends ; thou hast fulfill^ 
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign. 
Giver of all tlungs fair! but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 
Before me : Woman b her qame ; of Man 
Extracted : for this cause he shall forego 

X 
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Father and mother, and to' Yna wife adhere ; 
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one souL' 

** She heard me thus; and though ^Yinely brought, 
Tet innocence, and virgin modesty, 
Her virtue, and the conscience .of her worth. 
That would be woo'd, and not unsought be won. 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retired. 
The more desirable ; or, to say all. 
Nature herself, though pure of mnful thought, 
"Wrought in her so, that, seeing me, she tum'd : 
I foUow'd her; she what was honour knew. 
And with obsequious majesty approved 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 
I led her blushing like the mom : all Heaven, 
And happy constellations, on that hour 
Shed their selectest influence ; the Earth 
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hiU ; 
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airs 
Whisper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub. 
Disporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung spousal, and bid haste the evening-star 
On his hill-top, to light the bridal lamp. — 
Thus have I told thee all my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earUily bliss. 
Which I enjoy ; and must confess to find 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As, us'd or not, works in the mind no change. 
Nor vehement desire ; these delicacies 
I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, and flow- 
Walks, and the melody of birds : but here [ers, 
Far otherwise, transported I behold. 
Transported touch ; here passion first I felt. 
Commotion strange ! in all enjoyments else 
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Superior and unmov'd ; here only weak 
Against the charm of Beauty's powerful glance. 
Or Nature fail'd in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain ; 
Or, from my side subducting, took perhaps 
More than enough ; at least on her bestow'd 
Too much of ornament, in outward show 
Elaborate, of inward less exact. 
For weU I understand in the prime end 
Of Nature her the' inferior, in the mind 
And inward faculties, which most excel ; 
In outward also her resembling less 
His image who made both, and less expresiung 
The character of that dominion given 
Cer other creatures : yet when I approach 
Her loveliness, so absolute she seems, 
And in herself complete, so well to know 
Her own, that what she wills to do or say. 
Seems wisest, virtuousest, discreetest, best : 
All higher knowledge in her presence falls 
Degraded ; Wisdom in discourse with her 
Loses discount'nanc'd, and like Folly shows ; 
Authority and Reason on her wait, 
As one intended first, not after made 
Occasionally ; and, to consummate all. 
Greatness of mind and Nobleness their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic plac'd." 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow : 
" Accuse not Nature, she hath done her part ; 
Do thou but thine ; and be not diffident 
Of Wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most thou need'st her nigh,- 
By attributing overmuch to things 
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Less excellent, is thou thyself pereeiv*8t 
For, what admir'st thou, what transports thee so, 
An outside P fair, no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love ; 
Not thy subjection .- » eigh widi her thyself; 
Then value : oft-times nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grounded on just and ri^t 
Well manag'd ; of that skill the more thou know'st, 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her riiows : 
Made to adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honour thou may'st love 
Thy mate, who seest when thou art seen least wise. 
But if the ^nse of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated, seem such dear delight 
Beyond all other ; think the same vouchsaf *d 
To cattle and each beast ; which would not be 
To them made common and divulg'd, if aught 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passion in him mov«t. 
What higher in her society thou find'at 
Attractive, human, rationid, love still ; 
In loving thou dost well, in passion not^ 
Wherein true love consists not : love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlaiges ; hath his seit 
In reason, and is judicious ; is the scale 
By which to heavenly love thou may'st ascend. 
Not sunk in carnal pleasure ; for which cause. 
Among the beasts no mate for thee was found.** 

To whom thus, half abash'd, Adam rephed : 
« Neither her outside form'd so fair, nor aught 
In procreation common to all kinds, 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far. 
And with mysterious reverence I deem,} 
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So much, delights me, as those graceful acts. 
Those thousand decencies, that daily flow 
From all her words and actions, rnixM with love 
And sweet compliance, which declare unfeign'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one soul; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 
More gprateful than harmonious sound to the' ear. 
Tet these subject not ; I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd. 
Who meet with various objects, from the sense 
Variously representing ; yet, still free, • 
Approve the best, and foUow what I approve. 
To love, thou blam'st me not ; for love, thou say'st^ 
Leads up to Heaven, is both the way and guide ; 
Bear ^th me then, if lawful what I ask : 
Love not the heavenly Spirits, and how their love 
Express they ? by looks only ? or do they mix 
Iiradiance, virtual or immediate touch ?" 

To whom the Angel, with a smile that glow'd 
Celestial rosy red, love's proper hue, 
Answer'd: ^Let it suffice thee that thou know'st 
Us h^py, and without love no happiness. 
Whatever pure thou in the body enjoy'st, 
(And pure thou wert created,) we enjoy 
In eminence ; and obstacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, excluave bars ; 
Easier than air with air, if Spirits embrace. 
Total they mix, uiuon of pure with pure 
Desiring ; nor restrain'd conveyance need. 
As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with souL 
But I can now no more ; the pardng sun 
Beyond the Earth's green cape and verdant bias 
Hesperian sets, my signal to depart. 
Be strong, live happy, and love ! But, first of all, 
x2 
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Hun, whom to lore b to obey, tnd keep 
His great commaad ; take heed lest passion swsy 
Thy judgment to do aught, which else free will 
Would not admit : thine, and of all thy sons. 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware ! 
I in thy persevering shall rejoice. 
And all the Blest: standfast; to stand orftH 
Free in thine own aibitrement it lies. 
Perfect within, no outward aid require ; 
And all temptation to transgress repel." 

So saying, he arose ; whom Adam thus 
Followed with benediction : " Since to part, 
Go, heavenly Guest, etherenl Messenger, 
Sent from whose sov'ran goodness I adore ! 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honoured ever 
With grateful memoiy : thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly still, and oft return !" 

So parted they ; ^e Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bower. 
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THE AB6UUENT. 

Sfttui, htTing eomiMMied the Earth, with meditated gmle letaoK, 
u « milt, by nii^t into P&ndise; enten into the Serpent deep* 
ing. Admm and Ere in the raoming go fbrth to thdr iabonn, 
whidi Eve propoiet to divide in ■erenl pieoea, cftdi UMHuteg 
npan ; Adam eonaenu not, alleging the danger, kit that enemy, 
of whom they were forewarned, should attempt her found akne: 
Eve, loth to be thought not eircumtpeet or firm enough, ages 
her gomg apart, the rather desiroua to make trial of her strength; 
Adam at hut yield* : the Serpent find* her alone ; hb subtle ap* 
pioach, first gazhig, then speaking; with mneh flattery extolliag 
Eve above all other ereatures. Eve, wondering to hear the Ser- 
pent speak, asks how he attained to human apeceh, and suehun* 
derstanding, not till now ; the Serpent answers, that by tutinc 
of a c«>nain tree in the garden he attained both to speech and 
reason, till then void of both: Eve requires him to being her to 
that tree, and finds it to be the tree of knowlfdgefiMbadden: die 
Serpent now grown bolder, with many wiles and aigumcats, in- 
duces her at length to eat; she, pleased with the taste, delibentes 
a while whether to impart th(*reof to Adam or not ; at hMt brings 
him of the ftuit; rehites what persuaded her to eat thereof: 
Adam, at first amaied, but perceiving her knt, resolvea, through 
veiieroenoe of love, to perish with her; and« extenuating the 
trespass, eau also of the firuit: the effects thereof in them both, 
they seek to eover their nakedneiss thai ihU to irarianee and 
aecwMMm of one another. 
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No more of talk where God or Angel guest 

^th Many as with his friend, familiar ua'd 

To at indulgent^ and with him partake 

Bural repast; permitting him the while 

Venial discourse unUam'd. I now must change 

Those notes to tragic ; ibul distrust, and breach 

Disloyal on the part of Man, revolt. 

And disobedience : on the part of Heaven 

Now alienated, distance and distaste. 

Anger and just rebuke, and judgment given, 

That brought into tins world a world of woe. 

Sin and her shadow Death, and Misery, 

Death's harbinger : sad task, yet argument 

Not less but more heroic than the wrath 

Of stem AchiHes on his foe pursued 

Thrice fugitive about Troy-wall ; or nge 

Of Toxmia for Lavinia disespous'd ; 

Or Neptune's ire, or Juno's, that so long 

Perplez'd the Greek, and Cytherea's son ; 

If answerable style I can obtain 

Of my celestial patroness, who deigns 

Her nightly vintation unimplor'd. 
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And dictates to me slumbering ; or inspires 
Easy my unpremeditated verse : 
Since first this subject for heroic song 
Pleas'd me, long choosing, and beginning late ; 
Not sedulous by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only argument 
Heroic deem'd ; chief mastery to dissect 
With long and tedious havoc fabled knights 
In battles feignM ; the better fortitude 
Of patience and heroic martyrdom 
Unsung; or to describe races and g^ames. 
Or tilting furniture, imblazon'd shields. 
Impresses quaint, caparisons and steeds. 
Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous Icnights 
At joust and tournament ; then maishall'd feast 
Serv'd up in hall with sewers and seneshals ; 
The skill of artifice or office mean. 
Not that which justiy gives heroic name 
To person, or to poem. Me, of these 
Nor skill'd nor studious, higher argument 
Remains; sufficient of itself to ndse 
That name, unless an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 
Depress'd ; and much they may, if all be min^ 
Not hers, who brings it nightiy to my ear. 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short ari>iter 
'Twixt day and lught, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd the' horizon round : 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On man's destruction, maugre what might hap 
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Of heavier on himself, fearless retum'd. 

By night he fled, and at midnight returned 

From compassing the earth ; cautious of day. 

Since Uriel, regent of the sun, descried 

His entrance, and forewam'd the Cherubim 

That kept their watch ; thence full of anguish driven. 

The space of seven continued nights he rode 

With darkness : thrice the equinoctial line 

He circled ; four times cross'd the car of night 

Prom pole to pole, traversing each col6re ; 

On the* eighth retum'd ; and, on the coast averse 

From entrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 

Found unsuspected way. There was a place. 

Now not, (though sin, not time, first wrought the 

Where llgris, at the foot of Paradise, [change,) 

Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 

Rose up a fountain by the tree of life ; 

In with the river sunk, and with it rose 

Satan, involved in rising mist ; then sought 

Where to lie hid ; sea he had searched, and land. 

From Eden over Pontus and the pool 

Mxotis, up beyond the river Ob ; 

Downward as far antarctic } and in length. 

West from Orontes to the ocean barr'd 

At Darien ; thence to the land where flows 

Ganges and Indus : thus the orb he roam'd 

With narrow search; and ivith inspection deep 

Consider'd every creature, which of all 

Most opportune might serve his wiles ; and found 

The Serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 

Him, after long debate, irresolute 

Of thoughts revolv'd, his final sentence chose 

Kt vessel, fittest imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark ^ggestions hide 
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From sharpest sight : for, id the wUy snake 
Whatever sleights, none would sus^cious mark* 
As from his wit and native subtlety 
Proceeding ; which, im other beasts obscrv'd, 
Doubt might beget (rf'dii^olic power 
Active within, beyond the sense of Siule^ 
Thus he resdv'd, but first from inward grief 
His bursting passion into plants thus poured: 

« O Earth, how fike to Heaven, if not prefen^d 
More justly, seat worthier of God^ aa buik 
With second thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
For what God, after better, worse would buBd } 
Terrestrial Heaven, danc'd round by oUier Heanrens 
That shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps, 
I<ight above light, for thee alone, aa seems. 
In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of sacred inftuence ! As God in Heaven 
Is centre, yet extends to all ; so thou^ 
Centring, reoeiv*st from att those orbs: in thec^ 
Not in themselves, aH their known virtue' appears 
Productive in heih, phuit, and nobler Urth 
Of creatures animate wkh gradual life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all summ'd up in Mao. 
With what delight could I have watk'd thee round, 
If I could joy in aught ; sweet interchange 
Of hill and vdley, rivers, woods, and plains, 
Now land, now sea, and shores, wilk forest csown'd. 
Rocks, dens, and caves ! But I in none of these 
Find place or refbge ; and the more I see 
Pleasures about me, so- much more I feel 
Torment within me, as fi»m the hateful siege 
Of contraries: all good to me becomes 
Bane, and m Heavea much worse wiMild be my 
But neither here seek I, no nor in Heaven [state. 
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To dwell, unless by magtering Heaven's Suppeme; 

Nor hope to be myself less miserable 

By what I see^ bat others to make such 

As I, though tliereby worse to me redound : 

For only in dest^ying I find ease 

To my relentless thoughts ; and, him destroy-d. 

Or won to what may work his utter loss. 

For whom all tbis was made, aQ this wiH soon 

FoUow, as to him hnk'd in weal or woe ; 

In woe then j that destruction wide may range • 

To me shaU be the glory sole «mong 

The' infernal Powers, in one day to have mart'd 

What he ' Ahnigfcty* stylM, six nights and days 

Continued making ; and who knows how long 

Before had been contriving ; though perhaps 

Not longet Itei wnce I, in one night, freed 

From servitude inglorious well nigh hatf 

The' angelic name, and thinner left the dtton^ 

Ofhisadorefs: He, to be aveng'd. 

And to repaff his numbers thusimpair'd. 

Whether such virtucspent of old now fail'd 

More Angels te oifeate, (if they at least 

Are his created,) or, to spite us more, 

Betermin'd to.advance into our room, 

A creature form'd of earth, and hhn endow, 

Exalted from so bade original. 

With heavenly spoils; our spoUs. What he decreed, 

He' effected : Man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this world, and earth his seat. 

Him lord pronounc'd ; and, O indignity ! 

Subjected to his service angel-wings. 

And flaming ministers to watch and tend 

Their earthly charge : of these the vigiknce 

T dread ; and, to elude, thus wrapt in mist 
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Of midnight vapour glide obscure, and pty 
In every bush and brake, where hap may find 
The Serpent sleeping; in whose mazy folds 
To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 
O foul descent ! that I, who erst contended 
With Gods to sit the highest, am now constiain'd 
Into a beast ; and, mix'd with bestial slime. 
This essence to incarnate and imbrute. 
That to the heighth of Deity aspir'd ! 
But what will not ambition and revenge 
Descend to ? Who aspires, must down as low 
As high he soar'd ; obnoxious, first or last. 
To basest things. Revenge, at first though sweet. 
Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 
Let it; I reck not, so it light well aim'd. 
Since higher I fall short, on him who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite 
Of Heaven, this man of clay, son of despite. 
Whom, us the more to spite, his Maker rais'd 
From dust : spite then with spite is best repaid." 

. So sajring, through each thicket dank or dry. 
Like a black mist low-creeping, he held on 
His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The Serpent : him fast sleeping soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roll'd. 
His head the midst, well stor'd with subtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den. 
Nor nocent yet ; but, on the grassy herb. 
Fearless unfear'd he slept : in at his mouth 
The Devil enter'd ; and his brutal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing, soon inspir'd 
With act intelligential ; but his sleep 
Disturb'd not, waiting close the' approach of mom 

Now, when as sacred light began to dawn 
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In Eden on the humid flowers, that breath'd 
Their morningincense, when all things, that breathe. 
From the' Earth's great altar send up silent praise 
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 
With grateful smell, forth came the human pair. 
And join'd their vocal worship to the quire 
Of creatures wantmg roice ; that done, partake x 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs : 
Then commune, how that.daj they best may ply 
Their growing work ; for much their work outgrew 
The hands' dispatch of two gardening so wide ; 
And Eve first to her husband thus began : — 

" Adam, well may we labour still to dress 
This garden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower. 
Our pleasant task enjoin'd ; but, tUl more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows. 
Luxurious by restraint ; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind. 
One night or two with wanton growth derides. 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise. 
Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present :— 
Let us divide our labours ; thou, where choice • 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct 
The clasping ivy where to climb ; while I, 
In yonder spring of roses intermix'd 
With myrUe, find what to redress till noon : 
For, while so near each other thus all day 
Our task we choose, what wonder if so near 
Looks intervene and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on ; which intermits 
Our day's work, brought to little, though begun 
Early, and the' hour of supper comes uneam'd ?" 

To whom mild answer Adam thus retum'd ; 
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*' Sole Ere, «S8oeiaie sole, to me beyond 
Compsre above all livings creatures dear ! 
Weil hastthoQ mo^on'd, well thy thoaghta empky'd, 
How we might best fulfil the work which here 
Godhathaasign'dus; norof me shah pass 
Unpnds'd : for nothing loreher can be found 
In woman, than to study household good. 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not so strictly hath our lord impos'd 
Labour, as to debar us when we need 
Refreshment, whether food, or talk between, 
(Food of the mind,) or this sweet intercoune 
Of looks and smiles ; for smiles from reason flow, 
To brute denied, and are of love the food ; 
Love, not the lowest end of human life. 
For not to irksome toil, but to delight. 
He made us, and delight to reason joined, [hands 
These paths and bowers doubt not but our joint 
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
Assist us : but, if much converse perhaps 
Thee satiate, to short absence I could yield : 
For solitude sometimes is best so<nety. 
And short retirement urges sweet return. 
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Befall thee, sever'd from me ; for thou knoVst 
What hath been wam'd us, what malicious foe 
Envying our happiness ; and of his own 
Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame 
By dy assault, and somewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 
His wish and best advantage, us asunder ; 
Hopeless to circumvent us join*d, where each 
To other speedy aid might lend at need : 
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Whether his first design be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God, or to disturb • 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps no bliss 

Enjoy'd by us excites his envy more ; 

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithful side 

That gave thee being, stiU shades thee, and protects. 

The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks. 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stays. 

Who guards her, or with her the worst endures." 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, 
As one who loves, and some unkindness meets. 
With sweet austere composure thus replied : 

** Offspring of Heaven and Earth, and all earth's 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks [Lord 1 
Our ruin, both by Uiee inform'd I learn. 
And from the parting Angel over-heard. 
As in a shady nook I stood behind. 
Just then retum'd at shut of evening flowers. 
But, that thou shouldst my firmness therefore doubt 
To God or thee, because we have a foe 
May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
His violence thou fear'st not, being such 
As we (not capable of death or pain) 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plain infers 
Thy ^qual fear, that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduc'd ; 
Thoughts, which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam, mis-thought of h^r to thee spdear ?" [breast. 

To whom with healing words Adam repUed : 
" Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve ! 
For such thou art ; from sin and blame entire : 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from mv ^ght, but to avoid 
t2 
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The* attempt itself, intended by our foe. 

Por4ie who tempts, though in vain, at least aq>enes 

The tempted with dishonour foul ; suppos'd 

Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 

Against temptation: thou thyself with scorn 

And anger wouldst resent the offer'd wrong, 

Though ineffectual found : misdeem not then, 

If such affront I labour to avert 

From thee alone, which on us both at once 

The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare ; 

Or daring, fii*st on me the' assault shall light. 

Nor thou his malice and false guile contemn ; 

Subtle he needs must be, who could seduce 

Angels ; nor think superfluous others' aid. 

I, from the influence of thy looks, receive 

Access in every virtue ; in thy sight 

More wise, more watchful ; stronger, if need were. 

Of outward strength ; while shame, thou lookiog on, 

Shime to be overcome or over-reach'd. 

Would utmost vigour ndse, and raisM unite. 

IVhy shouldst not thou like sense within thee feel 

When I am present, and thy trial choose 

With me, best witness of thy virtue tried ?" 

So spake domestic Adam in his care 
And matrimonial love ; but Eve, who thought 
Less attributed to her faith sincere. 
Thus her reply with accent sweet reflnew'd : 

** If this be our condition, thus to dwell 
In narrow circuit straiten'd by a foe. 
Subtle or violent, we not endued 
Single with like defence, wherever met ; 
How are we happy, still in tear of harm ? 
But harm precedes not sin : only our foe. 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul esteem 
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Of our integrity: his foul esteem 

Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 

Foul on himself: then wherefore shunn'd or feared 

By us ? who rather double honour g^n 

From his surmise prorM false ; find peace withinj 

Favour from Heaven, our witness, ftom the* event. 

And what is faith, love, virtue, unassay'd 

Alone, without exterior help sustained ? 

Let us not then suspect our happy state 

Left so iii\perfect by the Maker wise. 

As not secure to sin^e or combined. 

Fndl is our happiness, if this be so. 

And Eden were no Eden, thus expos'd." 

^ To whom thus Adam fervently replied : 

*< O Woman, best are all things as the will 

Of God ordain'd them : His creating hand 

Nothing imperfect or deficient left 

Of all that he created, much less Man, 

Or aught that might his happy state secure. 

Secure from outward force ; within himself 

The danger hes, yet lies within his po^er : 

Against his will he can receive no harm. 

But God left ftee the will ; for wha,t obeya 

Reason is free ; and Reason he made right. 

But bid her well be ware, and stiU erect ; 

Lest, by some fair-«ppearing good surprised. 

She dictate false ; and misinfotm the will 

To do what God expressly hath fbtbid. 

Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins. 

That I should mind thee oft ; and mind thou me. 

Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve ; 

Since Reason not impossibly may meet 

Some specious object by the foe subom'd, 

And fall into deception unaware. 
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Not keeping itrictest watch, as she was wani'd. 

Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and most likely, if from me 

Thou sever not : trial will come unsought 

Wouldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 

First thy obedience : the' other who can know. 

Not seeing thee attempted P who attest? 

But, if thou tlunk, trial unsought may find 

Us both securer than thus wam'd thou seem'st. 

Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more ; 

Go in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou hast of virtue : summon all ! 

For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine.** 

So spake the patriarch of mankind; but Eve 
Persisted : yet submiss, though last, replied : 

** With thy permission then, and thus forewam'd 
Chiefly by what thy own last reasoning words 
Touch'd only ; that our trial, when least sought, 
Ifay find us both pertiaps far less prepared. 
The willinger I go, nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek ; 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse." 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand 
Soft she withdrew ; and, like a Wood-njrmph light, 
Oread or Diyad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves ; but Delia's self 
In gait surpass'd, and goddess-like deport. 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd. 
But with such gardening tools as Art yet rude. 
Guiltless of fire, had foim'd, or Angels brought 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likest she seem'd, (Pomona, when she fled 
Vertumnus,) or to Ceres in her prime. 
Yet viigin c^ Proserpina from Jove. 
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Her long with ardent look his eye porsued 
Delighted, but demring more her stay. 
Oft he to her his charge of quick return 
Repeated ; i^e to him as oft engag'd 
To be retum'd by noon amid the bower. 
And all things in best order to invite 
Noontide repast, or afternoon's repose. 

O much deceiv'd, much failing (hapless Eve) 
Of thy presum'd return ! event perverse ! 
Thou never fix)m that hour in Paradise 
Found 'st either sweet repast, or sound repose ; 
Such ambush, hid among sweet flowers and shades. 
Waited with hellish rancour imminent 
To intercept thy way, or send thee back 
Despoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliss ! 
For now, and since first break of dawn, the Fien^ 
Here Serpent in appearance, forth was come ; • 
And on his quest, where likeliest he might find 
The only two of Mankind, but in them 
The whole included race, his purpos'd prey. 
In bower and field he sought, where any tuft 
Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay. 
Their tendance, or plantation for delight ; 
By fountain or by shady rivulet 
He sought them both, but wish'd his hap might find 
Eve separate ; he wish'd, but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chanc'd ; when to his wish. 
Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood. 
Half spied, so thick the roses blushing round 
About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 
Each flower of slender stalk, whose head, though gay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or speck*d with gold. 
Hung drooping unsustsdnM ; them she upstays 
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Gently with myrtle-band, mindless the while 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 
From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk trav6rs'd 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine,' or palm ; 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, now seen. 
Among thick-woven arborets, and flowers 
Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious than those g^ardens feign'd 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd 
Alcinous, host of did Laertes' son ; 
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 

Much he the place admired, the person more. 
As one who long in populous city pent. 
Where houses thick and sewers annoy the ur, 
Sorth issuing on a summer's mom, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives delight; 
The smell of grain, or tedded grass, or kine. 
Or dairy, each rural sight, each rural sound ; 
If chance, with n3rmph.like step, fair virgin pass, 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more ; 
She most, and in her look sums all delight : 
Such pleasure took the Serpent to behold 
This flowery plat, the sweet recess of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone : her heavenly form 
Angelic, but more soil and feminine, 
Her graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gesture, or least action, overaw'd 
His malice, and with rapine sweet bereav'd 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought 
That space the Evil-one abstracted stood 
From his own evil, and for the time remained 
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Stupidly good ; of enmity (Usarm'd, 
Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge : 
But the hot Hell that always in him burns. 
Though in mid Heaven, soon ended his delight, 
And tortures lun^now more, the more he sees 
Of pleasure, not for him ordainM : then soon 
Pierce hate he recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites. 

** Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! with what 
Compulsion thus transported, to forget [sweet 

What hither brought us ! hate, not love ; nor hope 
Of Paradise for Hell, hope here to taste 
Of pleasure ; but all pleasure to destroy. 
Save what is in destrojdng j other joy 
To me is lost. Then, let me not let pass 
Occafflon which now smiles ; behold alone 
The Woman, opportune to all attempts, 
Her husband (for I view far round) not nigh, 
Whose higher intellectual more I shun. 
And strength, of courage haughty, and of limb 
Heroic built, though of terrestrisd mould ; 
Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound, 
I not; so much hath Hell debas'd, and pain 
Enfeebled me, to what I was in Heaven. 
She fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods ! 
Not terrible, though terror be in love 
And beauty, not approach'd by stronger hate. 
Hate stronger, under show of love well feign'd ; 
The way which to her ruin now I tend." 

So spake the enemy of mankind, endos'd 
In serpent, inmate bad ! and toward Eve 
Address'd his way : not with indented wave. 
Prone on the ground, as since ; but on his rear. 
Circular base of rising folds, .that tower'd 
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Fold dioye fbld, a turging maze ! his head 
Crested aloft, and carbuncle hia eyes ; 
With bumbh'd neck of verdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass 
Floated redundant : pleasing waa^iia shape 
And lovely ; never since of serpent-kind 
Lovelier ; not those that in Ill3rria chang'd 
Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidaurus ; nor to which transform'd 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline was seen; 
He with Olympias ; this with her who bore 
Scipio, the heigfath of Rome. With tract oUique 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear'd 
To interrupt, side-long he works his way. 
As when a ship, by skilful staettman wrouf^t 
Nigh river's mouth or fiareland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft so steers, and shifts her sail : 
So varied he, and of his tortuous train 
Curl'd many a wanton wreath in sight c^Eve, 
To lure her eye ; she, buned, heard the sound 
Of rustling leaves, but minded not, as us'd 
To such disport before her through the field. 
From every beast ; more duteous at her call. 
Than at Circean call the herd disguis'd. 
He, bolder now, uncall'd before her stood. 
But as in gaze admiring : ofthebow'd 
His turret crest, and sleek enamell'd neck. 
Fawning ; and Uck'd the ground whereon she trod. 
His gentle dumb expression tum'd at length 
The eye of Eve, to mark his play ; he, gUwl 
Of her attention gain'd, with serpent-tongue 
Organic, or impulse of vocal air. 
His fraudulent temptation thus began : 
'* Wonder not, sov'nui Bfistress, if pexhi^ 
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Tiiou canali, who art aole wonder ! much 1efl» ann 
Thy looks, the heaven of nuldnest, with diedaia ; 
DiBpleas'd that I approach thee thus» and gaze 
Insatiate : I thus single ; nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus retir'd. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair, 
The^ all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty' adore, 
With ravishment beheld ! there bestbeheld, 
Where universally admir'd; but here 
In this enclosure wild, these beasts among, 
(Beholders rude, and sbdlow to discern 
Balf what in thee is fair,) one man except. 
Who sees thee ^ (and what is one ?) who should be 
A Goddess among Gods, ador'd and serv'd [seen 
By Angela numberless, thy daily train.^ 

So g^oz'd the Tempter, and his proem tun'd 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way, 
Though at the voice much marvelling : at length. 
Not unamaz'dy she thus in answer spake, [nounc'd 

'* What may this mean ? language of man prc^ 
By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd P 
The fint, at least, of these I thought denied 
To beasts ; whom God, on. their creAtiMMiay, 
Created, mute to all nticulate sound : 
The latter I demur ; for in their looks 
Huch xeason» and in their actions, oft appears. 
Thee, Serpent, subtlest beast of all the field 
I knew, but not with human voice endued : 
Bedouble then this miracle, and say. 
How cam^st thou speakable of mute, and how 
To me so friendly grown above the rest 
Of brutal kind, that daily are in sight ? 
Say, for such wonder claims attention due." 
z 
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To whom the giuleful tempter thus replied : 
<* Empress of this fair world, resplendent Eve ! 
Easy to me it u to tell thee all [obej'd : 

What thou comraand'st ; and right thou shouldst be' 
I was at first as other beasU that graze 
The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and low. 
As was my food ; nor aught but food discem'd. 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till, on a day roving the field, I chanc'd 
A goodly tree far distant to behold, 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mix'd. 
Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury odour blown, 
Gratefol to appetite, more pleas'd my sense 
Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
Unsuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To satisfy the sharp desire I had 
Of tasting those fair apples, I resolv'd 
Not to defer; hunger and thirst at once. 
Powerful persuaders, quicken'd at the scent 
Of that alluring fruit, urg'd me so keen. 
About the mossy trunk I wound me soon ; 
For, high from ground, the branches would require 
Thy utmost reach or Adam's : rotmd the tree 
All other beasts that saw, with like desire 
Longing and envying stood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 
I spar'd not ; for, such pleasure till that hour. 
At feed or fountain, never had I found. 
Sated at length, ere long I might perceive 
Strang^ alteration in me, to degree 
Of reason in my inward powers ; and speech 
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Wanted not long ; though to this shape retained 
Thenceforth to speculations high or deep 
I tum'd my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
Considered all things visible in Heaven, 
Or £larth, or Middle ; all things fidr and good : 
But all that fair and good in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty's heavenly ray. 
United I beheld ; no fair to diine 
Equivalent or second ! which compell'd 
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 
And gaze, and worship thee, of right declar*d 
Sov'ran of creatures, universal Dame !•* 

So talk'd the spirited sly Snake ; and Eve, 
Yet more amaz'd, unwary thus replied : 

** Serpent, thy overpndsing leaves in doubt 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee first prov'd ; 
But say, where grows the tree ? from hence how far ? 
For.many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradise, and various, yet unknown 
To us ; in such abundance lies our choice. 
As leaves a greater store of fruit untouch'd. 
Still banging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their provision, and more hands 
Help to disburden Nature of her birth." 

To whom the wily Adder, blithe and glad : 
" Empress, the way is ready, and not long ; 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat. 
Fast by a fountain, one small thicket past 
Of blowing myrrh and balm : if thou accept 
My conduct, I can bring thee thither soon." 

•« Lead then," said Eve. He, leading, swiftly roU'd 
In tangles, and made intricate seem straight. 
To mischief swift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest: as when a wandering fire, 
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Compact of unctuous Topour, vAoA the niglit 
Condenses and the cold environs imnd. 
Kindled tlntough agitation to a flame. 
Which oft, thejr aay, some evH Spirit ifttends. 
Hoveling and blazmg with dehuive Cght, 
Misleads the' amaz'd night-wandcver Iron his vnj 
To bogs and miies, and oft through pond or poll ; 
There swaUow'd up and lost, from auceour ftr. 
So gUster'd the din Snake ; and into Aand 
Led Eve, our credulous motfier, to the tree 
Of prohibition, root of stll our woe « 
Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spake 

" Serpent, we might have q;>ai'd our cominghither, 
Fruitless to me, though fruit be here to* excess 
The credit of whose virtue rest with thee ; 
Wondrous, indeed, if cause of such effects. 
But of this tree we may not taste nor toudi ; 
God so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice ; the rest, we fire 
Law to ouTMlves ; our reason is our law.** 

To whom the Tempter guilefuAly replied : 
<* Indeed ! hath God then said that «pf ^e ^rnit 
Of all these garden-trees ye shall not eat. 
Yet Lords dedar'd of all in earth or aur ?" 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : '••Of the frmt 
Of each tree in the gaMen we may eat ; 
But of the fruit of this fair tree snidst 
The garden, God hath said, Te shaH not est 
Thereof nor shall ye toneh it, lest ye die.** [bold 

She scarce had said, though brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but widi show of zeal and lore 
To Man, and indignation at his wrong. 
New part puts on ; and, as to pasaon mov'd. 
Fluctuates distMvb'd, yet comely and in act 
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Bais'd, as of some great matter to begin. 
As when of old some orator renown'd. 
In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence [dressed, 
Flourish'd« since mute, to some great cause ad- 
Stood in himself collected ; while each part. 
Motion, each act, won audience ere the tongue ; 
Sometimes in heighth began, as no delay 
Of preface brooking, through his zeal of right : 
So standing, moving, or to heighth up grown. 
The tempter, all impassion^ thus began : — 
«* O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of science ! now I feel thy power 
Within me clear ; not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of highest agents, deem'd however wise. 
Queen of this universe ! do not believe 
Those rigid threats of death : ye shall not die : 
How should you P — ^by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge ; — by the threatener ? look on me. 
Me, who have touch'd and tasted ; yet both live. 
And life more perfect have attained than Fate 
Meant me, by venturing higher than ray lot 
Shall that be shut to Man, which to the beast 
Is open ? or will God incense his ire 
For such a petty trespass ? and not praise 
Rather your dauntless virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, 
Deterr*d not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good and evil ; 
Of good, how just ? of evil, if what is evil 
Be real, why not known, sii|ce easier shunn'd ? 
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just ; 
Not just, not God ; not fear*d then, nor obey'd : 
Your fear itself of death removes the fear. 
z2 
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Why then wMthUfoffbid? Why , hut to awe ? 
Why, but to keep ye low tiid ig^norait. 
His wonhiiipen ? He knows that in the di^" 
¥e eU thereof, your eyes that seem bo clear, 
Tet are but din, shall perfectly be then 
Opened and elear'd, and ye shaU be as Gods, 
Knowing both good and evil, as they know. 
That ye shdl be as Goda, since I as Mm, 
Internal Man, is but proportion meet ; 
I, of brute, hunan ; ye, of human, Gods. 
So ye shatt die'peihaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wisVd, 
Though threatened, which no worse than this cm 

bring. 
And what are Gods', that Man may not become 
As they, participating God.like food ? 
The Gods are first, and that advantage use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds : 
I question it ; for this ftdr Earth I see, 
WannM by the Sun, producing eveiy kind ; 
Them, nothing : if they all things, who encWd 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 
That whoso eats thereof forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 
The' offence, that Man should thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
• Impart against his will, if all be his ? 
Or is it envy ? and can envy dwell 
In heavenly breasts ? — These, these, and many more 
Causes import your need of this fair fruit. 
Goddess humane, reach then, and freely taste." 
He ended ; and his words, replete ^nth guile, 
Into her heart too easy entrance won : 
Fix'd on the fruit she gaz'd, which to behold 
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Might tempt «lone ; and in her ears the loond 
Tet rung oif his persuasive words, impregn'd 
With reason, to her seeming, and with truth : 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and wak*d 
An eager appetite rais'd by the smell 
So savouiy of that fruit, which with deidre 
(Inclinable now grown to touch or taste) 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
Pausing awhile, thus to herself she mus'd : 

■* Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of finitt. 
Though kept from man^ and worthy to be' admired; 
Whose taste, too long foiborne, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech to speak thy praiie: 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 
Conceals not from u9, naming thee the tree 
Of Knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
Forbids us then to taste ! but his foriiidding 
Commends the more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : 
For good unknown sure is not had ; or, had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what lorbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise ? 
Such prohibitions bind not. But, if death 
^Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Our inward freedom ? In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shull die ! 
How dies the Serpent ? he hath eaten and lives^ 
And knows and speaks, and reasons and discerns. 
Irrational till then. For us alone 
Was death invented ? or to us denied 
This intellectual food, for beasts rcserv'd ? 
For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which fij?t 
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As drops on dust conf^loljin; 
Part rise in crystal wall, or r.'. 
For haste; such flight th<' gi« . 
On the swift floods : m ani.i^ 
Of trumpet (for of arrru'-H tlj- 
Troop to their stamlard ; ho 
Wave rolling" after wav*-, win. 
If steep, with torrent raptur 
Sfjftehbing; nor with«»tof,'l • 
B«it they, or under ffroufjfl, ' 
"With s<;rpent error war.d*: 
And on the washy ofr/.c r!< ' •• 
Kasy, ere (iod ha^l birl th^ ;, 
All but within those banks, v ' 
Htream, and perpetual rlruv/ <' 
The dry land, * Karth ;* and »< 
Of congregated water* he r:i'' 
And saw that it wasgo/xl : nii" 
Put forth the Tei^iani gT.'iA:», ii 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit u- 
"Whose seed is in hervlf upo.. 
He scarce had said, when titc . 
Desert and bare, unsightly, m 
Brought forth the tender gia.- - 
Her universal face wiVJ» pl« a-. 
Then herbs of every lejif, \iuf 
Openmg their various cohnn . 
Her bosom, smelling sw*-*'t; a. 
Forth flourishM thick th^ < h; 
The swelling gourd, up nto- 
Embattled in her fiel/I, and ' ■ 
And bush with frizzled i-.i'- 
Hose, as in dance, the stu^f I; • 
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tier ^ so to add what wants 
ic more to draw his love, 
more equal ; and perhiqps, 
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inferior, who is free f 
11 ; but what if God have seen, 
Mc f^ tlien I shall be no more ! 
-dded to another Eve, 
her enjoying, I extinct : 
.ilk: confirmed then I resolve, 
:■(: u ith me in bliss or woe : 
c ulni, that with him all deaths 
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from tlie tree her step she tum'd ; 
reverence done, as to the Power 
within, whose presence had infus'd 
it sciential sap, deriv'd 
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Hath tasted envies not, but brings with joy 

The good befall'n him, author unsuspect. 

Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 

What fear I then ? rather, what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil. 

Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine. 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste. 

Of virtue to make wise. What hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body' and mind ?" 

So sajring, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluck'd, she eat ! 
Earth felt the wound ; and Nature from her seat. 
Sighing through all her works, g^ve signs of wocj 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The g^ty Seipent ; and well might ; for Eve, 
Intent now whoUy on her taste, nought else 
Regarded ; such delight tiU then, as seem'd. 
In fnut she never tasted, whether true 
Or fancied so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge ; nor was Godhead from her thought 
Greedily she* ingorg'd without restraint. 
And knew not eating death. Satiate at leng^ 
And heighten'd as with wine, jocund and boon^ 
Thus to herself she pleasingly began : 

•• O sov'ran, virtuous, precious of all trees 
In Paradise ! of operation blest 
To sapience, hitherto obscur'd, infam'd. 
And thy fairfruit let hang, as to no end 
Created; but henceforth my early care. 
Not without song, each morning, and due praise, 
Shall tend thee, and tlie fertile burden ease 
Of thy fuH branches offered free to all ; 
Till, dieted by thee, I grow mature 



d by Google 



Jiook9. FA-miBIBX UMT. 267 

In knowledg^e, as the Gods, who all thinga know ; 
Though others envy what they cannot give : 
For had the gpfl been theirs, it had not h«« 
Thus g^wn. Experience, next, to thee I owe, 
Best guide ; not following thee, I had remain^ 
In ignorance ; thou open'st Wisdcnn's way. 
And giv'st access, though secret ^e retire. 
And I perhaps am secret : Heaven is high. 
High, and remote to see from thence distinct 
Each thing <»i Earth ; and other care peibaps 
May have diverted from continual watch 
Our great Forbidder, safe with all his apies 
About him But to Adam in what sort 
ShaU I appear P shall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happiness with me, or rather not. 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my power 
Without copartner ? so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to draw his lov«» 
And render me more equal ; and perhaps, 
A thing not undesirable, sometimes 
Superior; for, inferior, who is free f 
This may be well ; but what if God haT« seen. 
And death ensue ? then I shall be no more ! 
And Adam, wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying, I extinct : 
A death to think : confirm'd then I resolve, 
Adam shall share with me m bliss or woe : 
So dear I love him, that with him all deaths 
I could endure, without him live no life." 

So saying, from the tree her step she tum'd ; 
But first low reverence done, as to the Power 
That dwelt within, whose presence had inftts'd 
Into the plant sciential sap, deriv'd 
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From Nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while. 
Waiting desirouB her return, liad wove 
Of chcncest flowers a garland, to adorn 
Her tresses, and her rural labours crown ; 
As reapers oft are wont their harvest^queen. 
Great joj he promised to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her jetum, so long delay'd : 
Tet oft his heart, divine of something ill. 
Misgave him ; he the faltering measure felt. 
And forth to meet her went, the way she took 
That mom when first they parted : by the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass ; there he her met. 
Scarce from the tree returning ; in her hand 
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smil'd. 
New gathered, and ambrosial smell diffused. 
To him she hasted ; in her face excuse. 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt ; 
Which, with bland words at will, she thus addressed: 

** Hast thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my stay ? 
Thee I have miss'd, and thought it long, depriv'd 
Thy presence ; agony of love till now 
Not felt, nor shall be twice ; for never more 
Mean I to try, what rash untried I sought. 
The pain of absence from thy sight Hut strange 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear : 
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
Of danger tasted, nor to evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of divine effect 
To open eyes, and make them Gods who taste ? 
And hath been tasted such; the Serpent wise. 
Or not restrained as we, or not obeying, "^ 
Hath eaten of the fruit ; and is become. 
Not dead, as we are threaten'd, but henceforth 
Endued with human voice and human sense. 
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Reasoning to admiration ; and with me 
Persuasively hath so prevail'd, that I 
Have also tasted, and have also found 
The* effects to correspond; opener mine eyes. 
Dim erst ; dilated spirits, ampler heart, 
And growing up to Godhead ; which for thee 
Chiefly I sought, without thee can despise. 
For bUss, as thou hast part, to me is bliss ; 
Tedious, unshar'd with thee, and odious soon. 
Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot 
May join us, equal joy as equal love ; 
J^st, thou not tasting, different degree 
Disjoin us, and 1 then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit" 

Thus Eve with countenance blithe her story told; 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow'd. 
On the' other side, Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Eve, amaz'd, 
Astonied stood and blank, while horror chill 
Ban through his veins, and all his joints relax'd; 
From his slack hand the garland.wreath'd for Eve 
Down dropt, and all the faded roses shed : 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke : — 

" O fidrest of Creation, last and best 
Of all God's works. Creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to sight or thought be form'd. 
Holy, divine, g^ood, amiable, or sweet ! 
How art thou lost ! how on a sudden lost, 
Defac'd, deflower'd, and now to death devote ! 
Rather, how hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidd'n ! some cursed fraud 
of enemy' hath beguil'd thee, yet unknown^ 
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And me with thee hath fuia'd ; for wiUi thee 
Certain my resolutiim is to die ; 
How can I live without thee ! how forego 
Thy sweet conv^rsey and love so desriy jmn'^ 
To live again in these wild woods foriom ! 
Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rih afford* yet loss of thee 
Would never from my heart : no, no ! I feel 
The link of Nature draw me : flesh of aeah. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy stttbe 
Mine never shall be paited, bliss or woe." 

So having said, as one from sad dismay 
Reoomforted, and after thoughts disturbed 
Submitting to what seem'd remediless. 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum'd: 

" Bold deed thou, hast presum'd^ adventuroa^Evc^ 
And peril great provok'd, who thus hast.dar'4 
Had it been ovly coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence. 
Much more to taste it under ban to touch. 
But past who can recall, or done undo P 
Not God Omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so 
Perhaps thou shalt not die, perhaps the fiwt 
Is not so heinous now, foretasted frui^ 
Profan'd first by the Serpent, by him firat 
Made common and unhallow'd, ere our taste; 
Nor yet on him found deadly .- he yet lives ; 
Lives, as thou saidst, and gains to live, aa MBl^ 
Higher degree of life; inducement strong 
To us, as likely tasting to attain 
Proportional ascent ; which cannot be 
But to be Gods, or Angels, demi-Gods. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wise. 
Though threatening, will in earnest so destroy 
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Us his prime creatures, dignified so high. 

Set over all his works ; which in our fall. 

For us created, needs with us must fail. 

Dependant made ; so God shall uncreate^ 

Be frustrate, do, undo, and labour lose : 

Not well conceived of God, who, though his power 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loth 

Us to abolish, lest the Adversaiy 

Triumph, and say : ' Fickle their state whom God 

Most favours ; who can please him long ? Me first 

He niin'd, now Mankind ; whom will he next ?'— 

Matter of scorn, not to be ^ven the Foe. 

However I with thee have fix»d my lot, 

Cettun to undergo like doom : if death 

Consort with thee, death is to me as life ; 

So forcible within my heart I feel 

The bond of Nature draw me to my own ; 

My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; ^ 

Our state cannot be sever'd ; we are one. 

One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose myself." 

So Adam ; and thus Eve to bimreplied : 
** O glorious trial of exceeding love. 
Illustrious evidence, example high ! 
^gaging me to emulate ; but, short 
Of thy perfection, how shall I attain, 
Adam ? from whose dear side I boast me sprung. 
And gladly of our union hear thee speak. 
One heart, one soul in both ; whereof good proof 
This day affords, declaring thee resolv'd. 
Rather than death, or aught than death more dread. 
Shall separate us, link'd in love so dear. 
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime. 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit ; 
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds, 
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Direct^ or by occasion) hath presented 

This happy trial of thy love, which else 

So eminently never had been known. 

Were it I thought death menac'd would ensue 

This my attempt, I would sustain alone 

The worst, and not persuade thee ; rather die 

Deserted, than oblige thee with a &ct 

Pernicious to thy peace ; chiefly, assur'd 

Remarkably so late of thy so true. 

So ftithful, love unequall'd : but I feel 

Far otherwise the' event ; not death, but life 

Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys. 

Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 

Hath touch'd my sense, flat seems to this, and harsh. 

On my experience, Adam, freely taste. 

And fear of death deliver to the winds." 

So saying, she embraced him, and for joy 
Tenderiy wept ; much won, that he his love 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to' incur 
Divine displeasure for her sake, or death. 
In recompense, (for such compliance bad 
Such recompense best merits,) from the bough 
She gave him of thatfair enticing fruit 
With liberal hand : he scrupled not to eat. 
Against his better knowledge ; not deceiv'dy 
But fondly overcome with female charm. 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 
In pangs ; and Nature gave a second groan ; 
Sky lour'd; and, muttering thunder, some sad drops 
Wept at completing of the mortal sin 
Original : while Adam took no thought. 
Eating his fill ; nor Eve to iterate 
Her former trespass fear'd, the more to soothe 
Hun with her lov'd society ; that now. 
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« As with new wine intoncated both, 
TKey swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within- them breeding* wings, 
Wherewith to scorn the earth ; but that false fiuit 
Far other operation first displayed. 
Carnal desire inflaming ; lie on Eve 
Beg^ to cast lascivious eyes ; she him 
As wantonly repaid ; in lust they bum : 
Till Adam thus 'gan Eve to dalliance move : 

" Eve, now I see thou art exact of taste. 
And elegant, of sapience no smaU part ; 
Since to each meaning savour we apply. 
And palate call judicious ; I the praise 
Yield thee, so well this day thou hast purvey'd. 
Much pleasure we lUve lost, while We abstain'd 
From this delightful fruit, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting. : if such pleasure be 
In things to us forbidden, it might be wish'd» 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, so well refreshed, now let us play^ 
As meet is, after such deUcious fare ; 
For never did thy beau^, since the di^r 
I saw thee first and wedded thee, adom'd 
With all perfections, so inflame my sense 
With ardour to enjoy thee ; fairer now 
Than ever; bounty of this virtuous tree l" 

So said he, and forbore not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent ; well understood 
Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he_seiz'd ; and to a shady bank. 
Thick over-head with verdant roof imbower'd. 
He led her nothing loth ; flowers were the couch, 
Pansie8,'1ind violets, and asphodel, 
And hyacinth; Earth's freshest softest lap. 
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There they their fill of love and love*s disport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the seal. 
The solace of their sin ; till dewy sleep 
Oppressed them, wearied with their amorous play. 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit. 
That with exhilarating vapour bland 
About their spirits had play*d, and inmost powers 
Made err, was now ezhal'd ; and grosser sleep. 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious dreams 
Incumbered, now had left them ; up they rose 
As from unrest ; and each the other viewing. 
Soon found their eyes bow open'd, and their minds 
How darkened : Innocence, that as a veil 
Had sbadow'd them from knowing ill, was gone ; 
Just confidence, and native rigBtcousncas, 
And honour, from about them, naked left 
To guilty Shame ; he cover'd, but lus robe 
Uncover*d more. So rose the Danite strong, 
Herculean Sampson, from the hariot-lap 
Of Philist^an Dalili^, and wak'd 
Shorn of his strength. They destitute and bare 
Of all their virtue ; silent, and in face 
Confounded, long they sat, as strucken mute : 
Till Adam, tiiougfa not less than Bve abash'd. 
At length gave utterance to these words constndn'd: 

** O Eve, in evil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit Man^s voice ; true in our fall. 
False in our promis'd rising ; since our eyes 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and evil ; good lost, and evil got ; 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know; 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void^ 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity. 
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Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and fltain'd. 
And in our faces eTident the agns 
Of foul concupiscence : whence evil store ; 
Even shame, the last of evils ; of the first 
Be sure then. — How shall I behold the fkce 
Henceforth of God or Angel, erst with joy 
And rapture so' oft beheld ? those heavenly shapeit 
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze 
Insufferably bright. O ! might I hete 
In solitude live savage ; in some glade 
Obscur'd, where highest woods, impenetrable 
To star or sun-lij^t, spread their umbrage broad 
And brown as evening : cover me, ye pines ! 
Te cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never see them more !•— 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 
What best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of each from other, that seem most 
To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together 

sew*d 
And girded on our loins, may coyer round 
Those middle parts ; that this new comer. Shame, 
There sit not, and reproach us as unclean." 
So counseU'd he, and both together went 
Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose 
The fig-tree ; not that kind for fruit renown'd^ 
But such as at this day, to Indians known. 
In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 
Branching so t»oad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother tree, a pillar'd shade 
High over-arched, and echoing walks between : 
There oft the Indian herdsman, shunning heat, 
▲ a3 
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Sheltert in cool, and tends his pastiirincp herds 
At loop-holes cut through thickest shade : those 
They gathered, bioad SB Amawmian targe; [leaves 
And, with what skill they had, together seVd, 
To gird their waist t vain covering, if to hide 
Their guilt and dreaded shame ! O, how unlike 
To that first naked glory! such of late 
Columbus found the' American, so girt 
With feathered cincture ; naked else^ and wild 
Among the trees on isles and woody shores. 
Thus fcnc'd, and, as they thought, their shame m part 
Cover*d, but not at rest or ease of mind. 
They sat them down to weep ; nor only tears 
Rain'd at their eyes, but high winds vPorse within 
Began to rise, high passions, anger, hate, 
IGstnist, suspicion, discord ; and shook sore 
Their inward state of miiid, calm region once 
And full of peace, now tost and turbulent : 
For Understanding nil'd not, and the Will 
HeaM not her lore ; both in subjection now 
To sensual Appetite, who from beneath 
Usurping over sov'ran Reason daim'd 
Superior sway : from thus distempered breast^ 
Adam, estranged in look and altered style. 
Speech intermitted thus to Eve renewed : [staid 
''Would thou hadst hearken'd to my words, and 
With me, as I besought thee, when that strange 
Desire of wandering, this unhappy mom, 
I know not whence possessed thee ; we had then 
Remain'd still happy ; not, as now, despoil'd 
Of all our good ; shamed, naked, miserable ! 
Let none henceforth seek needlesscauseto' approve 
The fiuth they owe ; when earnestly they seek 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail.** 
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To whom, soon mov'd with touch of blame» thus 
Eve: 
<* What words hare passM thy lips, Adam severe 1 
Imput'st thou that to my deiinilt, or will 
Of wandering, as thou calPst it, which who knows 
But might as ill hbve happened thou being by. 
Or to thjrself perhaps ? hadst thou been there. 
Or here the attempt, thou couldst not have dis- 

cem'd* 
Fraud in the Serpent, speaking as he spake ; 
No ground of enmity between us known. 
Why he should mean me ill, or seek to harm. 
Was I to* have never parted from thy side ? 
As good have grown tiiere still a lifeless rib. 
Being as I am, why didst not thou, the head. 
Command me absolutely not to go, 
Going into such danger, as thou saidst P 
Too facile then, thou didst not much gainsay ; 
Nay, didst permit, approve, and fair dismiss. 
Hadst thou been firm and fix'd in thy dissent. 
Neither had I transgress'd, nor thou with me." 

To whom, then first incens'd, Adam replied : 
^ Is this the love, is this the recompense 
Of mine totiiee, ingrateitilEve! expressed 
Immutable, when thou wert lost, not I ; 
Who might have liv'd, and 'joy'd immortal bliss, 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee ? 
And am I now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressing ? not enough severe, 
It seems, in thy restraint : what could I more ? 
I wam'd thee, I admonish'd thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy * 
That lay in wait; beyond this, had been force ; 
And force upon free will hath here no pbice. 
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But confidence then bore thee on : secure 
Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial ; and periiaps 
I also err^d, in orennadi admiring 
What seem'd in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee ; but I me 
That ettor now, which is become 1117 crime, 
And thou the' Accuser. Thus it shall befall 
Him, who^ to worth in women oveibrusting. 
Lets her will rale : restraint she will not brook; 
And left to' herself, if eril thence ensue. 
She first his weak indulgence will accuse." 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither selfcondemning ; 
And of their vain contest appeared no end. 
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BOOK X. 



MsASWHiLB the heinous and despiteful act 
Of Satan, done in Paradise ; and how 
He, in the Serpent, had perverted Eve, 
Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruit. 
Was known in Heaven;. for what can 'scape the eye 
Of God all-seeing^, or deceive his heart 
Omniscient ? who, in all thing^s wise and just» 
Hindered not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of Man, with streng^ entire, and free will arm'd. 
Complete to have discover'd and repuls'd 
Whatever wiles of foe or seeming friend. [ber'd 
For stin they knew, and ought to' have still remem- 
The high injuction, not to taste that fruit. 
Whoever tempted ; which they not obeying. 
Incurred (what could they less ?) the penalty ; 
And, manifold in sin, deserv'd to faU. 
Up into Heaven from Paradise in haste 
The' angelic guards ascended, mute, and sad. 
For man ; for of his state by this they knew. 
Much wondering how the subtle Fiend had stol'n 
Entrance unseen. Soon as the' unwelcome news 
From Earth aniv'd at Heaven-gate, displeas'd 
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All were who heard ; dun sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages, yet, miz'd 
With pity, violated not their bliss. 
About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 
The'' ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befel : they towards the throne Supreme, 
Accountable, made haste, to make appear. 
With righteous plea, their utmost vigilance. 
And easily approv'd ; when the Most High 
Eternal Father, from his secret cloud 
Amidst, in thunder utter'd thus his voice : 

** Assembled Angels, and ye Powers retum'd 
From unsnccessfbl charge, be not dismay'd. 
Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth. 
Which your sincerest care could not'prevent ; 
Foretold so lately what would come to paas, 
When first this Tempter cro86*d the gulf from HeO. 
I told ye then be should prevail, and speed 
On his bad errand ; Man should be seduc'd. 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker ; no decree (tf mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fall. 
Or touch with lightest moment of impulse 
His free will, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. But fall'n he is ; and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his transgression,— death denounc'd that day ? 
Which he presumes already vain and void. 
Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 
By some immediate stroke ; but soon shall find 
Fori>earance no acquittance, ere day end. 
Justice shaH not return as bounty scom'd. 
But whom send I to judge them ? whom bat thee, 
Vicegerent Son ? to thee I have transferred 
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Alljod^ment^ whether in Heaven, or Earth, or Hell. 

"Easj it may be seen that I intend 

Hercy colleague with justice, sending thee, 

Man*s friend, his Mediator; his design'd 

Both noiBom and Redeemer voluntaty, 

And destin'd Man himself to judge Man fallen." 

So spake the Father ; and, unfolding bright 
Toward the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blaz'd forth unclouded Deity : he full 
Resplendent all his Father manifest 
Expressed, and thus difrinely answer'd mild : 

« Father Eternal, thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do thy will 
Supreme, that thou in me, thy So^ belov*d, 
Majr'st ever rest well pleas'd. I gt) to judge 
On earth these thy transgressors ; but thou know'st. 
Whoever judg'd, the worst on me must light, 
When time shall be ; for so I undertook 
Before thee ; and, not repenting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their doom. 
On me derived ,• yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy, as may illustrate most 
Them fiilly satisfied, and Thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, ifbr train, where none 
Are to behold the judgment but the judg'd. 
Those two ; the third best absent is condemned, 
Convict by flight, and rebel to all law : 
Conidction to the Serpent none belongs.'* 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 
Of high collateral gloiy : him Thrones, and Powers, 
Princedoms, and Dominations ministrant, 
Ac<x>mpanied to Heaven-gate ; from whence 
Eden, and aU the coast, in prospect lay. 
Down he descended straight : (the speed of Gods 
Bb 
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Time counts not, thoug^h with swiftest minutes 
Now was the sun in western qadence low [wing'd.) 
From noon, and gentle airs, due at their hour. 
To fan the earth now wak'd, and usher in 
The evening cool ; when he, from wrath more cool, 
Came, the mild Judge and intercessor both. 
To sentence Ifan : the voice of God they heard 
Now walking in the garden, by soft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day declin'd; they heard. 
And from his presence hid themselves among 
The thickest trees, both man and wife ; till God, 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud : 

** Where art thou, Adam, wont with joy to meet 
My coming seen far off ? I miss thee here. 
Not pleas'd, thus entertain'd with solitude. 
Where obvious duty' ere while appear'd unsought: 
Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 
Absents thee, or what chance detains ?— Come 
forth!" [first 

He came ; and with him Eve, more loth, though 
To' offend ; discduntenanc'd both, and discompos'd; 
Love was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each other ; but apparent guilt 
And shame, and perturbation, and despair. 
Anger and obstinacy, and hate and guile. 
Whence Adam, faltering long, thus answer'd brief : 

" I heard thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself." — ^To whom 
The gracious Judge, without revile, replied: 

"My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not 
But still rejoic'd; how is it now become [fear'd. 
So dreadful to thee ? That thou art naked, who 
Hath told thee ? Hast thou eaten of the tree. 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat ?" 
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To whom thus Adam, sore heset, replied : 
** O heaven ! in evil strait this day I 8tan(| 
Before my Judge, either to undergo 
Myself the total crime, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life ; 
Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 
I should conceal, and not expose to hlame 
By my complaint ; but strict necessity 
Subdues me, and calamitous constraint ; 
Lest on my head both sin and punishment. 
However insupportable, be all 
Devolved; though should I hold my peace^ yet thou 
Wouldst easily detect what I conceal.— 
This Woman, whom thou mad'st to be my help, 
And gav'st me, as thy perfect gift, so good. 
So fit, so acceptable, so divine. 
That from her hand I could suspect no ill^ 
And what she did, whatever in itself. 
Her doing seem'd to justify the deed ; 
She gave me of the tree, and I did eat." 

To whom the Sov'ran Presence thus replied : 
** Was she thy God, that her thou didst obey 
Before his voice ? or was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee' above her, made of thee 
And for thee, whose perfection far excelled 
Hers in all real dignity ? Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely, to attract 
Thy love, not thy subjection .; and her gifts 
Were such, as under government well seem'd; r 
Unseemly to bear rule ;' which was thy part 
And person^ ha^ist thou known thyself aright." 
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So haying said, he dios to Eve in few : 
" Say Womaiit what is this which thou hast done V* 

To whom sad Eve, with shame nifi^h overwhehn'd. 
Confessing soon, yet not before her Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abash'd replied : 
<^ The Serpent me beguU'd, and I did eat'* 

Which when the Lord God heard* without d^l^ 
To judgment he proceeded on the* accus'd 
Serpent, though biute ; unable to transfer 
The guilt on him, who made him instiuinent 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation ; justly then accurs'd. 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Concem'd not Man, (since he no further knew,) 
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at last 
To Satan, first in sin, his doom appliedf 
Though in mysterious tenns, judg'd as then best; 
And on the Serpent thus his curse let fall :— 

** Because thou hast done this, thou art acoors'd 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy belly grovelling thou shalt go. 
And dust shalt eat all the days of thy life. ' 
Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, and between thine and her teed; 
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise hisheeL" 

So spake this oracle, then verified 
When Jesus, Son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall, like lightning, down from Heaven, 
Prince of the air; then, rising from his grave, 
SpoiPd Principalities and Powers, triumphed 
In open show ; and, with ascension bright. 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan, long usurped ; 



d by Google 



Book 10. FAnADISE LOST. 28^ 

Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 
£y'n he, who now foretold his fatal bniise ; 
And to the Woman thus his sentence tum'd : — 

" Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception; children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 
Thine shall submit ; he over 'thee shall rule." 

On Adam last thus judgment he pronounc'd : 
«« Because thou' hast hearken'd to tiie* voice of tliy 
And eaten of the tree, concerning which, [wife, 
I charg'dthee, saying, • Thou shalt not eat thereof;* 
CuTs'd is the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat tl^ereof, all the days of thy life ; 
Thorns also' and thistles it shall bring thee forth 
Unbid ; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field ; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread. 
Till thou return unto the ground ; for thou 
Out of the ground wast taken, (know thy birth,) 
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return." 

So judg'd he Man, both Judge and Saviour sent; 
And the' instant stroke of death, denounc'd that day, 
Remov'd far off; then, pitying how they stood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Must suffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume ; 
As when he wash'd his servants' feet ; so now, 
As father of his family, he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain, 
Or (as the snake) with youthful coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness (much more 
Opprobrious) with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, cover'd from his Father'3 sight. 
Bb2 
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To him with swift ascent he up retum'd. 
Into his blissful bosom reassum'd 
In glory, as of old ; to him appeas'd. 
All (though all-knowing) what hadpass'd with Man 
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet [Earth, 

Meanwhile, ere thus was sinn'd and judg'd on 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Death, 
In counterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the Fiend pass'd through. 
Sin opening ; who thus now to Death begfan :^- 

" O Son ! why sit we here, each other viewing 
Idly, while Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us, his offspring dear ? It cannot be 
But that success attends him ; if mishap. 
Ere this he bad retum'd, with fury drivea 
By his avengers ; since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel i^ew strength within me rise. 
Wings growing, and dominion ^ven me Large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on. 
Or sympathy, or some connatural force. 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite. 
With secret amity, things of like kind. 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along : 
For Death from Sin nq power can separate. 
But, lest the difficult/ of passing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impassable, impervious, let us try 
(Adventurous work ! yet to thy power and mine 
Not unagreeable) to found a path 
Over this main, from Hell to that new world 
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Where Satan now prevails ; a momUQjent i 

Of merit high to all the' infernal host, , 

Easing their pa««age hence, for int§r<F0j»]^9 \ 

Or transroigratioiu as their l^t Qhall lead { 

Nor can I miss t^ way, so strongly dmwn 
By this new^lt attrfw^on wd instiq^" 

Whom thus the n)e»gre shadow VDSwet'd aoon ; 
" 6io, whither Fate, and Inclination atrpog 
Leads thefs ; I shall oot lag behind* nor err 
The way, thou leadipg; siich a seent I ^w 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 
The savour of deatji fh>m all things there that live : 
Nor shall I to the work tho4 ^utierprisest 
Be wanting, but afibfd thee eq/it^l aid." 

So saying, mith delighit he ^wff'd the amejl 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though mi^ny a league remote. 
Against the day of battle, to a field 
Where armies lie encamp'd, come flying* liir'd 
With scent of living carcasses, design'd 
For death the fc^lowing ^y, in bloody figbt : 
So scented the grim Feature, and uptum'd 
His nostril wide into the murky air; 
Sagacious of his qi:^arry from so fw. 
Then both from out HeU-gate% into the waste 
Wide anarchy of Chaos damp and dark* [greitt) 
Flew diverse ; and with power (their power was 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 
Solid or slimy, as in mging sea 
Tost up and down, together crowded drove. 
From each side shoaling towards the mouth of Hell : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 
Upon the Crpnian sea, together drive 
Mountains of i^e, that stop the' imagined way 
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Beyond Petflon eastward, to the rich 
Cathatan coast. The aggregated soil 
Death with his mace petrific, cold and diy. 
As with a trident, smote ; and fiz'd as firm 
As Delos, floating once ; the rest his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigour not to move ; 
And with As{»haltic slime, broad as the gate. 
Deep to the roots of Hell the gath.er'd beach 
They fasten'd, and the mole immense wrought on. 
Over the foaming deep high-arch'd ; a bridge 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
ImmoTeable of thk now fenceless world, 
Foifeit to Death ; from hence a passage broad« 
Smooth, easy, inoffensiTe, down to HeU. 
So» if great things to small may be compared, 
Xenes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 
From Susa, his Memnonian palace high. 
Came to the sea; and, over Hellespont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join'd, [waves. 
And scouig'd with many a stroke the' indignant 
Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 
Over the vex'd abyss, following the track 
Of Satan to the self-^ame place where he 
First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 
From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 
Of this round world : with pins of adamant 
And chains they made all fast; too fast they made 
And durable ! and now in little space 
The confines met of empyrean Heaven, 
And of this World ; and, on the left hand. Hell 
With long reach interpos'd ; three several ways 
In sight, to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to Earth they had descried. 
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To Paradise first tending ; when, behold ! 
Satan, in likeness of an Angel bright, 
Betwixt the Centaur and the Scorpion steering 
His zenith, while the sun in Aries rose : 
Disguis'd he came ; but those his children dear 
Their parent soon discem'd, though in disguise. 
He, after Eve seduc'd^ unininded slunk 
Into the wood fast by ; and, chan^ng shape, 
To' observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seconded 
Upon her husband ; saw their shame that sought 
Vain covertures ; but when he saw descend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrified 
He fled ; not hoping to escape, but shun 
The present i fearing, guilty, what his wrath 
Might suddenly inflict : that past, return'd 
By night, and listening where the hi4)less pair 
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint. 
Thence gathered his own doom ; which understood 
Not instant, bt^t of future time ; with joy 
And tidings fraught, to Hell he now return'd; 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhop'd 
Met, who to meet him came, his offspring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 
Of that stupendous bridge his joy increas'd. 
Long he admiring stood, till Sin, his fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke^ : 

" O Parent, these are thy magnific deeds^ 
Thy trophies ! which thou view'st as not thiQie own; 
Thou art their author, and prime architect : 
For I no sooner in my heart divin'd 
CMy heart, wluch by a secret harmony 
still moves with thine, join'd in connespon sweet) 
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That thou on earth hadst prosper'd, which thy looks 

Now also evidence, but strai^t I felt. 

Though distant from thee worlds between, yet felt. 

That I must after thee, with this thy son ; 

Such fatal consequence unites us three ! 

Hell could no longer hold us in our bounds. 

Nor this unroyageahle gulf obscure 

Detain from following thy illustrious track. 

Thou hast achiev'd our liberty, confin'd 

Within Hell-gates UU now ; thou us impower'd 

To fortify thus far, and overlay, 

"With this portentous bridge, Uie dark abyss. 

Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue' hath won 

"What thy hands builded not ; thy wisdom gain'd 

With odds what war hath lost, and fully' aveng'd 

Our foil in Heaven ; here thou shalt monarch reign, 

There didst not ; there let him stiU victor sway. 

As battle hath adjudg'd ; from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom alienated ; 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things, parted by the' empyreal bounds. 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world ; 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne." 

Whom thus the Prince of Darkness answer'd g^ . 
*< Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both ; 
High proof ye now have given to be the race 
Oi Satan, (for I glory in the name. 
Antagonist of Heaven's Almighty King,) 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
The' infernal empire, that so near Heaven's door 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 
Bline, with this glorious work ; and made one reahn, 
Hell and this worid, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thorough-fitre. Therefore, while I 
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Descend through darkness, on your road with ease, 
To my associate powers, them to acquaint 
With these successes, and with them rejoice : 
You two this way, among these numerous orbs. 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend ; 
There dwell and reign in bliss ; thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise and in the air. 
Chiefly on Man, sole lord of all declared ; 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kiU. 
My substitutes I send ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me : on your joint vigour now 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends. 
Through Sin to Death ezpos'd by my exploit. 
If your joint power prevails, the* affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear ; go, and be strong !" 

So saying, he dismissed them : they with speed 
Their course through thickest constellations held. 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted stars look'd wan. 
And planets, planet-struck, real eclipse 
Then sufTer'd. The other way Satan went down 
The causey to Hell-gate : on either side 
Disparted Chaos over built exclaim'd. 
And with rebounding surge the bars assail'd. 
That scom'd his indignation : through the gate. 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd. 
And all about found desolate ; for those. 
Appointed to sit there, had left their charge. 
Flown to the upper world ; the rest were all 
Far to the' inlajid retir'd, about the walls 
Of Pandemonium ; city and proud seat 
Of lAicifer, (so by allusion call'd 
Of that bright star to Satan paragon*d ;) 
There kepttheir watch the legions, while the grand 
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In council sat, soiehoas what ctuince 

Might intercept their empcrot sent ; so he 

Departing gave command, and they observed. 

As when the Tartar ffom his Russian foe. 

By Astracan, over the snowy plains, 

Retires ; or Bactrian Sophi, from the horns 

Of Turkish crescent,' leaves all Wa6te beyond 

The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 

To Taoris or Gasbeen : so these, the late 

Heaven-banish'd host, left desert utmost Hell 

Many' a dark leagne, reduc'd in careful watch 

Round their metropolis ; and now expecting 

Each hour their great adventurer, from the search 

Of foreign wot^ds: he, through the nndst unmaik'd. 

In show plebeian-angfel militant 

Of lowest otder, paas'd ; and ftom the d<>or 

of that Plutonian hall, invisible 

Ascended hb high throne ; which, under stste 

Of richest texture spread, at the* upper end 

Was plac'd in regal lustre. Down a while 

He Sik, and round about him saw, unseen s 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape star-bright appear'd, or brighter; cted 

With what permissive gloty since his fall 

Was left hhtii or false ghtter : alt amaz'd 

At that so sudden blaze, the Stygian throng 

Bent their aspect, and whom they wished beheld. 

Their mighty chief retum'd : loud was the* aeelaim: 

Forth rush'd in haste the great oonsutting* peers, 

Rais'd from their dark Divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant appfoach'd him ; who wiUi hand 

Silence, and with these words attention won :^- 

** Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms^ Virtues, 
For in possession such, not only* of rig-ht, [Powers ; 
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I call ye, and declare ye now ? retum'd 

Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 

Triumphant out of this infernal pit 

Abominable, accursed,, the house of woe. 

And dun^^on of our tyrant : now possess. 

As Lords, a spacious world, to' our native Heaven 

little inferior, by my adventure hard 

"With peril great achiev'd. Long were to tell 

What I have done ; what suffer'd ; with what pain 

"Voyag'd the' unreal^ vast, unbounded deep 

Of horrible confusion ; over which 

By Sin and Death a broad way now is pav'd, ' 

To expedite your glorious march ; but I 

Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forc'd to ride 

The' untractable abyss, plung'd in the womb 

Of unorigfinal Night and Chaos wild ; 

That, jealous of their secrets, fiercely* oppos'd 

My journey strange, with clamorous uproar 

Protesting Fate supreme ; thence how I found 

The new created world, which fame in Heaven 

Long had foretold, a fabric wonderful 

Of absolute perfection ! therein Man 

Plac'd in a Paradise, by our exile 

Made happy : him by fraud I have seduc'd 

From his Creator ; and, the more to'^increase 

Your wonder, with an apple : He, thereat 

Offended, (worth your laughter !) hath given up 

Both his beloved Man and all his world. 

To Sin and Death a prey, and so to ua, 

Without our hazard, labour, or alarm ; 

To range in, and to dwell, and over Man 

To rule, as over all he should hav^ nil'd. 

True is, me also he hath judg'd, or rather 

Me not, but the brute-serpent, in whose shape 
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Man I decei?*d : that which to me belongs. 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Me and mankind ; I am to bmise his heel ; 
His seed (which is not set) shall bruise my head. 
A woild who would not purchase with a bruise, 
Ormuch more grievous pain ? — ^Ye have the* account 
Of my performance : what remains, ye Gods ! 
But up, and enter now into full bliss ?•* — 

So having said, awhile he stood, expecting 
Their universal shout and high applause 
To fill his ear ; when, contrary, he hears 
On all sides, from innumerable tongues, 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
Of public scorn : he wonder'd, but not long 
Had leisure, wondering at himself now more ; 
His visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare ; 
His arms clung to his ribs ; his legs entwining 
Each other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone. 
Reluctant, but in vain ; a greater power 
Now rul'd him, punish'd in the shape he sinn*d, 
Recording to his doom.: he would have spoke. 
But hiss for hiss retum'd with forked tongue 
To forked tongue ; for now were all transformed 
Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 
To his bold riot : dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters head and tsdl. 
Scorpion, and Asp, and Amphisbaena dire. 
Cerastes honl'd, Hydrus, and Elops drear, 
> And Dipsas ; (not so thick swarm'd once the soil 
Bedropt with blood of Gorgon, oe the isle 
Ophiusa,) but still greatest he the midst. 
Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the Sun 
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Ingender'd in the Pythian vale on slime. 

Huge Python ; and his power no less he seem'd 

Above die rest stiU to retun. They all 

Him foUow'd, issuing forth to the' open i\eld, 

Where all yet left pf that revolted rout. 

Heaven fall'n, in station stood or just array ; 

Sublime with expectation, when to see 

In triumph issuing forth their glorious Chief. 

They saw, but other sight instead ! a crowd 

Of ugly serpents j horror on them fell. 

And horrid sympathy ; for, what they saw, [arms. 

They felt themselves, now changing; down their 

Down fell both spear and shield ; down they as fast ; 

And the dire hiss renew'd, and the dire form 

Catch'd by contagion ; like in punishment. 

As in their^crime . Thus was the' applause they meant, 

Tum'dto exploding hiss, triumph to shame, [ttood 

Cast on themselves from their own mouths. There 

A grove hard by, sprung up with this their change, 

(His will, who reigns above,) to aggravate 

Their penance, laden with fur fruit, like that 

Which 'grew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 

TJs'd by the Tempter : on that prospect strange 

Their earnest eyes they iix'd, imagining 

For one forbidden tree a multitude 

Now risen, to work them further woe or shame ; 

Yet, parch'd with scalding thirst and hunger fierce^ 

Though to delude them sent, couTd not abstain ; 

But on they roll'd in heaps, and, up the trees 

Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 

That curl'd Megxra : greedily they pluck'd 

The fmitage fair to sight, (like that which grew 

Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flam'd ; 

This more delusive, not the touch but taste 

Deceiv'd;) they fondly thinking to allay 
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Their appetite with gust, initead of fruit 
Chew'd bitter ashes, which the' offended Uste 
With spatierimg noise rejected : oft they* ass^d 
Hunger and thirst constraining; drugg'd as oft» 
With hatefullest disrelish writh'd their jaws^ 
IVith soot and cinders fiU'd : so oft they fell 
Into the same illusion, not as Man 
1¥hom they triumphed once laps'd. Thus were tliey 

plagu'd 
And worn with famine, long and ceaseless hiss* 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resumed ; 
Yearly enjoin'd, some say, to undei^gpo. 
This annual humbling certain numbered days. 
To dash their pride and joy, for Man seduc'd. 
However, some tradition they dispers'd 
Among the Heathen^ of their purchase g^ 
And fabled how the Serpent, whom they call'd 
Ophion, with Eurynome, (the wide- 
Encroaching Eve peihaps,) had first the rule 
Of high Olympus ; thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yet Dictaean Jove was bom. 

Meanwhile in Paradise the hellish pair 
Too soon arriv'd ; Sin, there in power beforCj 
Once actual ; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 
Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horse : to whom Sin thus began : 

<' Second of Safan sprung, all-conquering Death * 
IVhat think'stthou of our empire now, though eam'd 
With travel difficult, not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to' have sat watch, 
Unnam'd, undreaded, and thyself half sta^d ?*» 

Whom thus the Sin-born Monster answered soon: 
•* To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven ; 
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There best, where most with ravine I may meet; 
Which here, though plenteous, all too little seems 
To stuflFthis maw, this vast unhide-bound corps." 

To whom the' incestuous mother thus replied : 
<<Thou therefore on these herbs^ and fruits, and 

flowers, 
Feed first ; on each beast next, and fish, and fowl ; 
No homely morsels ! and, whatever thing 
The scythe of Tjme mows down, devour unspar'd; 
Till I, in Man residing, through the race. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect ; 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey." 

This s{dd, they both betook them several ways. 
Both to destroy, or unimmortal make 
All kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later ; which the' Ahnighty seeing. 
From his transcendent seat the Saints among. 
To those bright orders utter'd thus his voice : — 

<< See, with what heat these dogs of Hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created ; and had still 
Kept in that state, had not the folly' of Man 
Let in these wasteful Furies, who impute 
Folly to me; so doth the Prince of Hell 
And his adherents, that with so much ease 
I suffer them to enter and possess 
A place so heavei^ly ; and, conniving, seem 
To jg;ratify my scornful enemies. 
That laugh, as if (transported with some fit 
Of passion) I to them had quitted all. 
At random yielded up to their misrule ; 
And know not that I caU'd, and drew them thither. 
My Hell-hounds, to lick up the draff and filth 
Which Man's polluting sin with taint hath shed 
cc2 
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On what wm puf« ; till, cnunm'd and gorg'd, nigli 

With suck'd and glutted offal, at one slings [bunt 

Of thy victorioua arm, well-pleasing Son, 

Both Sin and Death, and yawning Grave, at last. 

Through Chaos hurl'd, obstruct the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and seal up his ravenous jawa. 

Then Heaven and Earth renew'd shall be made pure 

To sanctity, that shall receive no stain : 

Till then, the curse pronounc'd on both precedes." 

He ended, and the heavenly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the sound of seas. 
Through multitude that sung :<^*' Just are thy wa3ra. 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
Who can extenuate thee f Next, to the Son, 
Bestin'd Restorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heaven and Earth shall to the ages.rise. 
Or down from Heaven de8cend."-^uch was th^ 
While the Creator, calling forth by name [song ; 
His mighty Angels, gave them several charge. 
As sorted best with present things. The Sun 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine. 
As might aifect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable : and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter ; from the south to bring 
Solstitial summer's heat. To the blanc Moon 
Her office they prescribed; to the' other five 
Their planetaiy motions, and aspects. 
In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite. 
Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 
In synod unbenign : and taught the fix'd 
Their influence malignant when to shower. 
Which of them rising with the Sun, or falling. 
Should prove tempestuous : to the Winds they set 
Their corners, when with bluster to confound 
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Sea, HIT, and shore ; the thunder when to rollj 
With terror throagh the dark aereal haU. 
Some says he bid his Angels turn sskance 
The poles of esrth, twice ten degrees and morct. 
From the sun's axle; they with labo^ir push'd 
Oblique the centric globe : some sa>» Uie sun 
Was bid turn reins from the' equinoctial road 
Like distant breadth to Taurus^ with the seven 
Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan Twins, 
Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence down ^fi?^ 
By Leoy and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change 
Of seasons to each clime : else had the Spring 
Perpetual sroil'd on earth with vemant flowerSj 
Equal in days and nights, except to those 
Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 
Had unbenighted shone, while the low Sun, 
To recompense his distance, in their sight 
Had rounded still the' horizon, and not known 
Or east or west ; which had forbid the snow 
From cold fistotiland, and south as far 
Beneath Magellan, At that tasted fruit 
The Sun, as irom Thyestean banquet, tiim'd 
His course intended ; else, how had the world 
Inhabited, though sinless, more than now. 
Avoided pinching ccdd and scorching heat ? 
These changesinthe Heavens,thoughslow, produced 
Like change on sea and land ; sideral blast, 
Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hot, 
Corrupt and pestilent : now, from the north 
Of Norumbega and the Samoed shore. 
Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice. 
And snow, and hail, and stonny gust and flaw, 
Boreas and Caecias, and Argestes loud. 
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And ThmdM, rend the woods, and seas upturn ; 
With adverse blast upturns them from the south 
Notus, and Afer black with thunderous clouds 
From Semliona : thwart of these, as fierce. 
Forth nish the Levant and the Ponent winds. 
Euros and Zephyr, with their lateral noise. 
Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 
Outrage from lifeless things ; but Discord fiist^ 
Daughter of Sin, among the' irrational 
Death introduc'd, through fierce antipathy : 
Beast now with beast 'gan war, and fowl with fowl^ 
And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leavings 
Devoured each other ; nor stood much in awe 
Of Ifan, but fled him ; or, with countenance grim. 
Glared on him passing. These were from without 
The growing miseries, which Adam saw 
, AJready* in part, though hid in gloomiest shade. 
To sorrow' abandon'd, but worse felt within ; 
And, in a troubled sea of passion tost. 
Thus to disburden sought with sad complunt : 

« O miserable of happy ! Is this the end 
Of this new glorious world; and me, so late 
The gloiy of that glory, who now become 
Accurs'd, of blessed ? hide me from the face 
Of God, whom to behold was then my heighth 
Of happiness !— Yet well, if here would end 
The misery { I deserv'd it, and would bear 
My own deservings ; but this wUl not serve : 
All that I eat or drink, or shaft beget. 
Is propagated curse. O voice, once heard 
Delightfully, Increaae dndmuUiply f 
Now death to hear ! for what can I increase^ 
Or multiply, but curses on my head ? 
Who of all ages to succeed, but, feeling 
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The evil on him brought by me, will corse 

My head P lU fare our ancestor impure ; 

For this we may thank Adam ! but his th&nks 

Shall be the execration : so, besides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 

Shall with a fierce reflux on me rebound ; 

On me, as on their natural centre, light 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 

Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes ! 

Bid I request thee. Maker, from my clay 

To mould me l^sn f did I solicit thee 

From darkness to promote roe, or here place 

In this delicious guxlen P As my will 

Concurred not to my being, it were but right 

And equal to reduce me to my dust ; 

Desirous to resign and render back 

All I receiv'd ; unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I sought not To the loss of that. 

Sufficient penalty, why hast thou added 

The sense of endless woes ? Inexplicable 

Thy justice seems ; yet, to say truth, too late 

I thus contest ; then should have been refus'd 

Those terms, whatever, when they were propos'd : 

Thou didst accept them : wilt thou ei^oy the goa<]. 

Then cavil the conditions ? and, though God 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 

Prove disobedient ; and, reprov'd, retort, 

< Wherefore didst thou beget me P I sought it not»* 

Wouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee 

That proud excuse P yet him not thy election. 

But natural necessity, begot 

God made thee' of choice his own, and of his own 

To serve him ; thy reward was- of his grace ; 
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Thy piuushment then justly' is at his will. 

Be it so, for I submit ; his doom is fair. 

That dust t am, and shall to dust return : 

O welcome hour whenever ! Why delays 

His hand to execute what his decree 

¥ix'd on this day P Why do I overliye ? 

Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthen'd out 

To deathless pain ? How gladly would I meet 

Mortality my sentence, and be earth 

Insensible ! How g-lad would lay me down 

As in my mother's lap ! There I should rest. 

And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 

Would thunder in my ears ; no fear of worse 

To me, and to my offspring, would toiment me 

With cniel expectation. Yet one doubt 

Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die ; 

Lest that pure breath of life, the Spirit of Man 

Which God inspir'd, cannot together perish 

With this corporeal clod ; then, in the gnYc^ 

Or in some other dismal place, who knows 

But I shall die a living death ? O thought 

Horrid, if true ! Yet why ? It was but breath 

Of life 'that sinn'd ; what dies but what had life 

And sin ? The body properly hath neither. 

All of me theii shall die : let this appease 

The doubt, since human reach no fiuther knows : 

For though the Lord of all be infinite. 

Is his wrath also .' Be it, Man is not so, 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exercise 

Wrath without end on Man, whom death must end ? 

Can he make deathless death? That were to make 

Strange contradiction, which to God himself 

Impossible is held ; as argument 

Of weakness^ not of power. Will he draw out. 
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For anger's sake^ finite to infinite, 
In punish'd Man, to satisfy his rigour. 
Satisfied never ? That were to extend 
His sentence beyond dust and Nature's law ;- 
By which all causes else, according still 
To the reception of their matter, act ; 
Not to the* extent of their own sphere. But say 
That death be not one stroke, as I suppos'd, 
Bereaving sense, but endless misery 
From thb day onward ; which I feel begun 
Both in me, and without me ; and so last 
To perpetuity: — Ay me! that fear * 
, Comes thundering back with dreadful revolution 
On my defenceless head ; both Death and I 
Are found eternal, and incorporate both ; 
Nor I on my part single ; in me all 
Posterity stands curs'd : fair patrimony 
That I must leave ye. Sons ! O, were I able 
To waste it all myself, and leave ye none ! 
So disinherited, how would you bless 
Me, now your curse ! Ah, why should all mankind. 
For one man's fault, thus guiltless be condemn'd. 
If guiltless P But from me what can proceed* 
But all corrupt ; both mind and will deprav'd 
Not to do only, but to will the same 
With me ? How can they then acquitted stand 
In fflght of God ? Him, after all disputes, 
Forc'd I absolve : all my evasions vain, 
And reasoning, though through mazes, lead me still 
But to my own conviction : first and last 
On me, me only, as the source and spring 
Of all corruption, all the blame Hghts due ; 
So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! couldstthou support 
That burden, heavier than the earth to bear ; 
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Than all the world much heavier, thougli divided 
With that bad Woman ? Thus, what thou desir'itf 
And what thou feax'st, alike destroys all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee misersble 
Beyond all past example and future ; 
To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

Conscience ! into what ab3'ss of fears 

And honors hast thou driven me ; out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plunged !" 

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud. 
Through the still night ; not now (as ere Man fell) 
Wholesome, and cool, and mild, but with black air 
Accompanied ; with damps and dreadfiil gloom ; 
Which to his evil conscience represented 
All things with double terror : on the ground 
Outstretch'd he lay : on the cold ground; and oft 
€urs'd his creation; Death as oft accus'd 
Of tardy execution, since denounc'd 
The day of lus offence. ** Why comes not Death 
(Said he) with one thrice-acceptable stroke 
To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her woid» 
Justice Divine not hasten to be just ? 
But Death comes not at call ; Justice Divine 
Mendi not her slowest pace for prayers, or cries. 
O woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bowers f 
With other echo late I taught your shades 
To answer, and resound far other song."— 
Whom thus afflicted when sad Eve beheld^ 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce passion she assay'd: 
But her with stem regard he thus repelPd : 

" Out of my sight, thou Serpent! That name best 
Befits thee with him leagu'd, thyself as false 
And hateful ; noting wants, but tha( thy shaspe. 
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like his» and colour serpentine, may show 
Thy inward fraud ; to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth ; lest that too heavenly form, pretended 
To hellish falsehood, snare them ! But for thee 
I had persisted happy ; had not thy pride. 
And wandenng vanity, when least was safe, 
Bejected my forewarning, and disdain'd 
Not to be trusted ; longing to be seen. 
Though by the DevU himself; him overweening 
To over-reach ; but, with the serpent meeting, 
FooPd and begfiiiPd ; by him fhou, I by thee. 
To trost thee from my side ; imagin'd wise. 
Constant, mature, proof against all assaults ; 
And understood not all was but a show. 
Bather than solid virtue ; all but a rib 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 
Mo|[e to the part sinister, from me drawn ; 
Well if thrown out, as supernumerary y 
To my just number found. O ! why did God, 
Creator wise, that peopled highest Heaven 
Widi Spirits masculine, create at last 
This novelty on earth, this fair d/efect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
With Men, as Angels, without femiBine ; 
Or find some other way to generate 
Mankind P This mischief had not then befall'n. 
And more that shall befall ; innumerable 
Disturbances on earth through female snares, 
And strait conjunction with this sex : for either 
He never shall find out fit mate, but such 
As some misfortune brings him, or mistake ; 
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 
Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain'd 
By a far worse ; or, if she love, withheld 
nd 
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Bj puentB ; or his happiest choice too Iste • 
Shall meet, aheadj link'd and wedlock-hound 
To a feD adyenaiy, his hate or shame : 
Which infinite calamity shall cause 
To human life, and household peace confound." 

He added not, and from her tum'd ; but Eve, 
Not so repuls'd, with tears that ceas'd not flowing. 
And tresses aH disordered, at hb feet 
Fen humble ; and, embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint : 

« Forsake me not thus, Adam ! witness Heaven 
What love sincere, snd reverence in mj heart 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended* 
Unhappily deceiv'd ! Thy suppliant. 
I beg, and cUsp thy knees ; bereave me not 
(Whereon I live) thy gentle looks, Iby aid, 
Tby counsel, in this uttermost distress, 
My only strength and stay : forlorn of thee. 
Whither shall I betake me, where subsist ? 
While yet we live, (scarce one short hour perhaps,) 
Between us two let there be peace ; both joining. 
As join'd in injuri^p, one enmity • 
Agunst a foe by doom express assign'd ua^ 
That cruel Serpent : on me exercise not 
Thy hatred for this misery beiairn ; 
On me already lost, me than thyself 
More miserable ! Both have sinn'd ; but thou 
Against God only ; I against God and thee ; 
And to the place of judgment will return. 
There with my cries importune Heaven ; that all 
The sentence, from thy head remov*dr mijy light 
On me, sole cause to thee of all this woe ; 
Me, me only, just object of his ire !" 
She ended weeping; and her lowly plight 
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Immoveable, tin peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledg'd and deplor'd, in Adam wroUght 
Commiseration : soon his heart relented 
Towards her, his life so late, and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissive in distress ; 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking, 
His counsel, whom she had displeas'd, his aid ; 
As one disann'd, his anger all he lost. 
And thus with peaceful words uprais'd her soon :— 

" Unwaiy, and too desirous, as befbre. 
So now of what thou know'st not, who desir'st 
The punishment aU on thyself; das ! 
Bear thine own first, ill able to sustain 
His full wrath, whose thou feel'st as yet least part. 
And my displeasure bear^st so ill If prayers 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed before thee, and be louder heard, 
That on my head all might be visited ; 
Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiven. 
To me committed, and by me expos'd. 
But rise ;— let us no more cbntend, nor blame 
Each other, blam'd enough elsewhere ; but strive 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other's burden, in our ^are of woe ; 
Since this day's death denounced, if aught I see. 
Will prove no sudden, but a slow-pac'd, evil ; 
A long day's dying, to augment our pain ; 
And to our seed (O hapless seed !} deriv'd." 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, replied : 
<' Adam, by sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
Found so erroneous ; thence by just event 
Found 80 unfortunate : nevertheless, 
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Rettor'd by thee, vile m t ain» to place 

Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 

Thy love, the aole contentment of my heait 

living or dying, from thee I will not hide * 

What thoughts in my unquiet breast are risen^ 

Tending to some relief of our extremes, 

Or end { though sharp and sad, yet tolerable^ 

As in our evils, and of easier choice. 

If care of our descent perplex us most* 

Which must be bom to certain woe, devoured 

By Death at last ; (and miserable it is 

To be to others cause of misery. 

Our own begotten, and of our loins to hnag 

Into this cursed world a woeful race. 

That after wretched life must be at last 

Food for so foul a monster ;) in thy power 

It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 

The race unblest, to being yet unbegot 

Childless thou art, childlesa remain : so Death 

Shall be deceiv'd Ms glut, and with us two 

Be forc'd to satisfy his ravenoua maw: 

But if thou judge it hard aad difficult. 

Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 

From love's due rites, nuptial embraces sweet; 

And with desire to languii^ without hope» 

Before the present object languishing 

With like desire ; which would be misery 

And torment less than none of what we d^ad s 

Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 

From what we fear for both, let us make short^-M» 

Let us seek Deaftii;-- or, he not found, supply 

With our own hands his office on ourselves. 

tVhy stand we longer shivering under fear% 
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That show no end but death ; and have the power, 
Of iMUiy ways to die the shortest choosing, 
Destruction with destruction to destroy ?"— 

She «nded here, or vehement despair 
Broke otffthe rest { so much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, as dy'd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam (with such counsel nothing swayM) 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Labouring had raised { and thus to Bve replied : 

" Eve, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent, than what thy mind contemns { 
But seff-destruction therefore sought, refUtes 
That excellence thought in thee ; and implies, 
Not thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overlov'd. 
Or if thou covet deatli, as utmost end 
Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounced { doubt not but God 
Hath wiselier arm'd his vengeful ire, than so 
To be forestall'd : much more I fear lest death, 
So snatch'd, will not exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay \ rather, such acts 
Of contiunscy will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us live : then let us seek 
Some safer resolution, which methinks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our sentence, that * thy seed fehall bruise 
The Serpent's head :' piteous amends ! unless 
Be meant, whom 1 coi^eoture, our grand foe, 
Satan i who in the Serpent hath eontriv'd 
Against us this deceit ( to crush his head 
vdS 
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Would be revenge indeed I which win be lott 
By death brought on oiuselvea, or chiklleas di^ 
Befloly'd»a8thoupiopose8t; ao our foe 
Shall 'acape hia puniahment oidain'd, and we 
loatead ahall doable oura upon our heada. 
No miMie be mentiou'd then of inolence 
Againat ouiaelyea ; and wilful banenneasy 
That cttta ua off from hope» and aavoura onfy 
Bancour and pride, impatience and deafute, 
Beluctance againat God and hia juit yoke 
Laid on our necka. Remen^er with what mild 
And gracioua tempw he both heard, and judg'd. 
Without wrath or reviliog ; we expected 
Immediate diaaolution, which we tiiought 
Waa meant by death that day ; when, lo ! to Ihee 
Paina only in childrbeaiing were foretold. 
And bringing fiwth ; aoon recompena'd with joy» 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curae aalope 
Glanc'd on the ground; with labour I rouflt earn 
My bread ; what hann ? Idleneaa had been worse; 
My labour will auatain me; and, lest cold 
Or heat ahould injure ua, hia timely care 
Hath, unbeaougfat, provided ; and Ins hands 
Cloth'd ua unworUiy, pitying while he jiuig'd : 
How much more, if we pray him, will hia ear 
Be open, and hia heart to pity' incline. 
And teach ua further by what meana to ahua 
The' inclement aeaaona, ndn, ice, hail, and mawf 
Which now the aky, with varioua face, begina 
To show ua in thia mountain ; while the winds 
Blow moist and keen, ahatterii^ the graceful locks 
Of theae fair spreading trees ; which bida as seek 



d by Google 



Jiook 10. PARADISE LOST. 313 

Some better shroud, some better wwmth to cherish 
Our Cmbs benumb'd, ere this diurnal star 
Leave cold the night» how we his gather'd beams 
Reflected may with matter sere fora€fnt ; 
Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 
Justling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock, 
Tine the slant lightning; whose thwart flame, 

driyen down. 
Kindles the g^ummy b^k of fir or pine, 
And sends a comfortable heat from far. 
Which might supply the Sun ; such fire to use. 
And what may else be remedy or cure 
To evils which our own misdeeds have Wrought^ 
He will instruct us praying, and of grace 
Beseeching him ; so as we need not fear 
To pass commodiously this life, sustained 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dust, our final rest and native home. 
What better can we do, than, to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd us, prostrate fall 
Before him reverent; and there confess 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg ; with team 
Watering the ground, and with oar sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow' unfeign'd, and hiimiliation meek ^ 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn 
From his displeasure ; in whose look serene. 
When angry most he seem'd and most severe. 
What else but favour, grace, and mercy, shown V* 

So spake our father penitent ; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they, forthwith to the place 
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Repairing where he judg'd them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent ; and both confesa'd 
Humbly their fitulta, and pardon begged ; with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the ur 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow* unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
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Tbus they, in lowliest plight, repentant stood 
Pra)dng ; for from the mercy-seat above 
Prevenient grace descending had' removed 
The stony >from their hearts, and made new flesh 
Regenerate grow instead ; that sighs now breath'd 
Unutterable ; which the Spirit of prayer 
Inspired, and wing'd for Heaven with speedier flight 
Than loudest oratory : yet their port 
Not of mean suitors ; nor important less 
Seem'd their petition, than when the ancient pwT 
In fables old, (less ancient yet thfin these,) 
Deucalion and chaste Pyrrha, to restore 
The race of mankind drown'd, before the shrine 
Of Themis stood devout. To Heaven their prayers 
Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds 
Blown vagabond or frustrate : in they pass'd 
Dimensionless through heavenly doors ; then clad 
With incense, where the golden altar fum'd. 
By their great* Intercessor, came in sight 
Before the Father's throne: them the glad Son 
Presenting, thus to uitercede began : 
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** See, Father, what fint-fhuts on earth are sprang^ 
From thy implanted grace in Man ; these ughs 
And prayers, which in this golden censer, mix'd 
With incense, I thy Priest before thee bring ; 
Fruits of more pleasing savour, from thy seed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, tfian those 
Which, his own hand manuring, all the trees 
Of Paradise could have produc'd, ere fall'n 
From innocence. Now, therefore, bend thine ear 
To supplication ; hear his sighs, though mute ; 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him ; me, his Advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on me. 
Good, or not good, ingraft ; my merit those 
Shan perfect, and for these my death shall pay ' 
Accept me ; and in me, from these receive 
Hie smell of peace toward mankind : let him Jive 
Before thee reconciled, at least his days 
Numbered, though sad ; till death, his doom, (wluch I 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse,) 
To better life shall 3rield him ; where with me 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliss ; 
Made one with me, as I with thee am one." 

To whom the Father, without cloud, serene : 
** All thy request for Man, accepted Son t 
Obtain ; all thy request was my decree. 
But, longer in that Panufise to dwell. 
The law I gave to Nature him forbids r 
Those pure immortal elements, that know 
No gross, no unharmonious mixture foul, 
Bject him, tunted now ; and purge him ofi^ 
As a distemper, gross, to air as gfross, 
And mortal food, as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin i that first 
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IMstemper'd all things, and of inconupt 
Corrupted. I, at first, with two fiiir gifts 
Created him endow'd ; with happiness. 
And inunortality : that fondly lost. 
This other serv'd but to eternize woe ; 
Till I provided death : so death becomes 
His final remedy ; and (after life^ 
Tried in sharp tribulation, and refin'd 
By faith andfeithfiil works,) to second life, 
Wak'd in the renovation of the just. 
Resigns liim up with Heaven and Earth renew'd. — 
But let us call to synod all the Blest, [not hide 

Through Ifeaven's wide bounds : from them I will 
My judgments ; how with Mankind I proceed. 
As how with peccant Angels late they saw. 
And in their state, though firm, stood more con- 
firm'd." 

He ended, and the Son gave signal high 
To the bright minister that watch'd ; he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended, and perhaps once more 
To sound at general doom. The' angelic blast 
Fill'd all the re^ons : from their blissful bowers 
Of amaranthine shade, fountain or spring. 
By the waters of life, where'er they sat 
In fellowships of joy, the Sons of Light 
Hasted, resorting to the summons high ; 
And took their seats : till from his throne suprei;ne 
The' Almighty thus pronounc'd his sov'ran will : 

** O Sons ! like one of us Man is become 
To know both good and evil, since his taste 
Of that d^ended fruit ; but let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got ; 
Happier ! had it suffic'd him to hare known 
«e 
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Good by itself, and evil not at all. 

He sorrows now, repents, and prays contrite ; 

My motions in him : longer than Uiey move. 

His heart I know, how rariable and yain. 

Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 

Reach also of the tree of life, and eat. 

And live for ever, (dream at least to live 

For ever,) to remove him I decree. 

And send him from the garden forth to till 

The ground whence he was taken ; fitter soiL 

^ llfichael,.this my behest have thou in charge ; 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 
Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble ruse : 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God 
Without remorse drive out the sinful pair ; 
From hallow'd ground the' unholy ; and denounce 
To them, and to their progeny, fit>m thence 
Perpetual banishment Yet, lest they faint 
At Uie sad sentence rigorously urg'd, 
(For I behold them sofien'd, and with tears 
Bewuling their excess,) all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey. 
Dismiss them not disconsolate ; reveal 
To Adam what shall come in future days, 
As I shall thee enlighten ; intermix 
My covenant in the Woman's seed renew'd ; 
So send them forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace: 
And on the east side of the gpuxlen place. 
Where entrance up from Eden easiest chmbs. 
Cherubic watch ; and of a sword the flame 
Wide-waving : all approach far off* to fright, 
And guard all passage to the tree of life : 
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Lest Paradise a receptacle prove 

To Spirits foul, and all my trees their prey ; 

With whose stol'n fruit Man once more to delude." 

He ceas'd ; and tlie' arch-angelic Power prepar'd 
For swift descent ; with him the cohort briglit 
Of watchful Cherubim : four faces each 
Had, like a double Janus ; all their shape 
Spangled with eyes more numerous than those 
Of Argus, and more wakeful than to drowse, 
Chann'd with Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
Of Heimes, or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 
To re-salute the world with sacred light, 
Leucothea wak'd, and with fresh dews embalm'd 
llie earth ; when Adam and first matron Eve 
Had ended now their orisons, and fi»und 
Strength added from above ; new hope to spring 
Out of desptur ; joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renewed : — 

** Eve, easily may. faith admit, that all 
The gtx>d which we enjoy, from Heaven descends; 
But, that from us aught should ascend to Heaven 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-blest, or to incline his will, 
Hard to believe may seem ; yet this wiU prayer 
Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne 
Even to the seat of God. For since I sought 
By prayer the* offended Deity to' appease ; 
KneeI'd, and before him humbled all my heart ; 
Methougfat I saw him placable and mild. 
Bending his ear ; persuasion in me grew. 
That I was heard with favour ; peace returned 
Home to my breast, and to my memoiy 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 
Which, then not minded in dismay, yet now 
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AMuret me that the hittemeas of death 
la paatt and we ibaU liTe. Whence hail to thee, 
Eve rightly callM, mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all thinga Hving^ alnce by thee 
Man ia to Kto t and all thinga live for Man.'^ 

To whom thua Eto, with sad demeanour meek : 
** m-wotthy 1 such title ahould belong 
To me txanigreaaor ; who^ for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy anaie ; to me reproach 
Rather heloQgi^ diatniat, and all diapraiae : 
But infinite in pardon waa my Judge, 
That I, who fint brought death on all, am grac'd 
The aouree of life ; next fitrourable thou« 
Who highly thua to' entitle me ▼ouchsaTst, 
Far other name deaerving. But the field 
To labour caUa ua, now with aweat impoa'd, 
Thou^ after aleepleaa night I foresee! the Mom, 
All unconcemM with our unreat, begina 
Her roay ptogreat tnuling i let ua forth; 
I never firom thy lide henceforth to stray. 
Where'er our day'a wort Ilea, though now eigoiii'd 
IjdKKrioua, till diy droop ; while here we dwell. 
What can be toilaome in theae pleasant walka ? 
Here let ua live, though in iall'n aUte, content.** 

So q>ake, lo wiah'd much-humbled Eve ; but Fate 
Subaciib'd not : Nature firat gave agna, tmpreat'd 
On bird, beaat, air; ttr auddenly edips'd. 
After ihort bluah of mom ; tti|^ in her Mght 
The bird of Jove, atoop'd ftom hia aexy tour. 
Two birds of gayest phime before him drove ; 
Down from a hill the beaat that reigns in woods. 
First hunter then, pursued a gentle brace. 
Goodliest of an the^forest, hart and hind ; 
Direct to the* eastern gate was bent their flight. 
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Adam observ'd, and with his eye the cliase 
Pursuing not unmov'd, to Eve thus ipake : 

** O Eve, some further change awaits us nigh, 
'Which Heaven, by these mute signs in Nature, shows 
Forerunners of his purpose i or to warn 
Usy haply too secure, of our discharge 
From penalty, because from death released 
Some days : how long, and what till then our life. 
Who knows f or more than this,— that we are dust. 
And thither must return, and be no more P 
Why else this double object in our sight 
Of flight pursued in the' air, and o'er the ground^ 
One way the self-same hour ? why in the cast 
Darkness ere day's mid^^ourse, and morning-light 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 
0*er the blue firmament a radiant white. 
And slow descends, with something heavenly 
frau^t?" 
He err'd not { for by this the heavenly bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
In Paradise, and on a hill made halt ) 
A glorious apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not that more glorious, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field pavilion'd with his guardians bright { 
Nor that, which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dotham, cover'd with a camp of fire. 
Against the Syrian king, who to surprise 
One man, assassin-like, had levied war, 
War unprocUum'd. The princely Hierarch 
In their bright stand there left his Powers, to seize 
Possession of the garden I he alone. 
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way, 
led 



d by Google 



3i4 vAmADin lost. JImAt 11. 

Not unpeivdT'd of Adam ; who to Ere» 

l¥lule the great Vkitaiit approachM, thus spake : 

<* Eve, now expect great tidings, which periiaps 
Of us will soon detennine^ or impose 
New biws to be obsenr'd ; for I descry, 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill. 
One of the heavenly host ; and, by his gut. 
None of the meanest ; some great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above ; such majesty 
Invests him coming ! yet not terrible. 
That I should fear ; nor sociably mild. 
As Raphael, that I Bhould much confide ; 
But solemn and sublime ; whom not to' offend. 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire.** 

He ended; and the* Arch-angel soon drew nigh. 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 
A militaiy vest of purple flow*d, 
livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce > Iris had dipt the woof ; 
His stairy helm, unbuckled, show'd him prime 
In manhood where youth ended ; by his side. 
As in a glistenng zodiac, hung the swotd, 
Satan*s <Ure dread ; and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow*d low : he kingly, from his state 
Inclin'd not, but his coming thus declar*d :-^ 

« Adam, Heaven's high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy prayers are heard ; and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 
Defeated of his seizure many days 
Given thee of grace ; wherein thou may'st repent^ 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
May'st cover. Well may then thy Lord, appeas*4. 
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tledeem thee quite from Death's rapaeious claim ; 

But loDg'er in this Paradise to dwell 

Permits not : to remove thee I am come, 

And send thee ffom the garden forth to tifl 

The ground whence thou wast taken ; fitter wnl/' 

He added not ; for Adsra at the news 
Heart-struck with chifiing gripe of sorrow stood, 
That all his senses bound ; Bve who unseen 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament 
Discovert soon the place of her retire :— 

*< O unexpected stroke, worse than of Death ! 
Must I thus leave thee, Paradise f thus leave 
Thee, native soil t these happy walks and shades, 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to spend, 
Quiet tiiough sad, liie respite of that day 
That must be mortal to lis both. O flcwers, 
That never will in other c&nate grow, 
My early visita^on, and my last 
At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the fint opening bud, and gave ye names 1 
Who now shall reMr ye Id tlie Sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and wkterfttm the' ambrosial femnt ? 
Thee lastly, nuptial bower ! by me adom'd 
With what to sight or ameU was sweet ! from thee 
How shall I part, and n^iither wander down 
Into a lower woild; to this obscure 
And wild ? how shall we breadie in other air 
Less pure, accustomed to hnmortid frohs ?* 

Whom thus the Angel xnteimpted mild .*— 
'< Lament not> Eve, but patiently re^gn 
What justly thou hast lost; nor set thy heart. 
Thus over-foiid, on that which is not thiste : 
Thy going is not kmely ; with Aee goes 
Thy husband; him to foBow thou art bound ; 
Where he i^ides, thmk there thy native soil." 
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Adam, by this horn the cold sudden damp 
Becorering, and his scatter'd spirits letam'd. 
To Ifichael thus his humble words address'd : 

*< Celestial ! whether among the thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the highest ; for such of shi^e may seem 
Frinee above princes ! gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling wound. 
And in perfonning end UB ; what besides 
Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair. 
Our frailty can sustain, thy tidings bring, — 
Departure from this happy place, (our sweet 
Recess, and only consolation left 
Familiar to our eyes !) aU places else 
Inhospitable appear, and desolate ; 
Kor knowing us, nor known : and, if by prayer 
Incessant I could hope to change the will 
Of Him who all things can, I would not cease 
To weary him with my assiduous cries : 
But prayer against his absolute decree 
No more aTaUs than breath against the wind. 
Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth ; 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afflicts me, that departing hence. 
As from his face I shall be hid, depriv'd 
His blessed countenance : here I could frequent 
With worship place by place where he vouchsaPd 
Presence Divine ; and to my sons relate, 
< On this mount He appear'd ; under this tree 
Stood visible ; among these pines His voice 
I heard ; here with Him at this fountain talk'd :'— 
So many grateful altars I wpuld rear 
Of g^rassy turf, and pile up every stone 
Of lustre from the brook, in memory. 
Or monument to ages ; and thereon 
Offer sweet-smelling gumis, and fruits, aiid flowers : 
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In yonder nether world where ahall I seek 
His bright appearances, or footstep trace ? 
For though I fled him angry, yet, recall'd 
To life prolong'd and promis'd race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 
Of gloty ; and far off his steps adore." 

To whom thus Michael with regard benign : 
*' Adam, thou know'st Heaven his, and all the Earth ; 
Not this rock only ; his Omnipresence fills 
Land, sea, and air, and eveiy kind that lives, 
Fomented by lus virtual power and warm'd : 
All the Earth he gave thee to possess and rule. 
No despicable gift ; surmise not then 
His presence to these narrow bounds confin'd 
Of Paradise, or Eden : this had been •• 
Perhaps thy capital seat, from whence had spread 
All generations; and had hither come 
From all the ends of the' Earth, to celebrate 
And reverence thee, their great progenitor. 
But this pre-eminence thou' hast lost, brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons : 
Yet doubt not but iii valley and in plain, 
God is, as here ; and will be found alike 
Present ; and of his presence many a sign 
Still folloTOig thee, still compassing thee round 
With goodness and paternal h>ve, his ftce 
Express, and of his steps the track divine. 
Which that thou may'st believe, and be confirm'd 
Ere thou from hence depart ; know, I am sent 
To show thee what shall come in future days 
To thee, and to thy offspring : good with bad 
Expect to hear ; supernal grace contending 
With sinfulness of men; thereby to learn 
True patience, and to temper joy with fear 
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And pious sorrow ; equally inur'd 
By moderation either state to bear, 
Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead 
Safest thy life, and best prepar'd endure 
Thy mortal passage when it comes. — Ascend 
This hill ; let Eve (for I hare drench'd her eyes) 
Here sleep below ^ while thou to foresight wak'st ; 
As once thou slept'st, while she to life was foim'd.'* 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replied .* 
" Ascend) I follow thee, safe Guide, the path 
Thou lead'st me ; and to the hand of Heaven submit. 
However chastening ; to the evil turn 
My obvious breast ; arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labour won. 
If so I may attaia" — So both ascend 
In the visions of God It was a hill. 
Of Paradise the highest ; from whose top 
The hemisphere of earth, in clearest ken, 
Stretch'd out to the' amplest reach of prospect lay. 
Not higher that hill, nor wider looking round. 
Whereon, for 4iiFerent cause, the Tempter set 
Our second Adam» in the wilderness ; 
To show him all Earth's kingdoms, and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever stood 
Ci^ of old or modem fame, the seat 
Of mightiest empire, from the destin'd walls 
Of Cambalu, seat of Cathain Cham, 
And Samarchand by Oxis, Temir's throne. 
To Pekin of Sinxan kings ; and thence 
To Agra and Labor of great Mogul, 
Down to the golden Chersonese ; or where 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 
In Hispahan ; or where the Russian Czar 
In Moscow ; or the Sultan in Bizance, 
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TuTchestan-born ; nor could his eye not ken 
The' empire of Negus, to his utmost port 
Ercoco ; and the less maritime kings 
Mombaza, and Quiloa, and Melind, 
And Sofala, thought Ophir, to the realm 
Of Congo, and Angola farthest south ; 
Or thence from Niger-flood to Atlas-mount 
The kingdoms of Almansor, Fez, and Sus, 
Morocco, and Algiers, and Trenusen ; 
On Europe thence, and where Rome was to swa^ 
The world : in spirit perhaps he also saw 
Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezume, 
And Cusco in Peru, the richer seat 
Of Atabalipa ; and yet unspoil'd 
Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sons 
Call £1 Dorado. But to nobler sights 
Michael from Adam's eyes the film removed, 
"Which that false fruit that promised clearer sight 
Had bred ; then purg'd with euphrasy and rue 
The visual nerve, for he had much to see ; 
And from the well of life three drops instill'd. 
So deep the power of these ingredients pierc'd, 
(Ev'n to the inmost seat of mental sight,) 
That Adam, now enforc'd to close his eyes. 
Sunk down, and all his spirits became intranc'd ; 
But him the gentle Angel by the hand 
Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recall'd : 

** Adam, now ope thine eyes ; and first behold 
The* effects, which thy ori^nal crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from thee ; who never touch'd 
The* excepted tree ; nor with the snake con8pir*d j 
Nor sinn'd thy tun ; yet from that sin denve 
Corruption, to bring forth more violent deedaf." 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field, 
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Part anble and tilth, whereon were sheaves 
New reap'd ; the other part sheep-walks and folds; 
I* the midst an altar as the landmark stood. 
Rustic, of gTsasy sward ; thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First fruits, the green ear, and the yellow shea^ 
Uncull'd, as came to band ; a shepherd next» 
More meek, came with the firstlings of his flock. 
Choicest and best ; then, sacrificing, laid 
The inwards md their ht, wHh incense sCrow'd, 
On the cleft wood, and all dne rites perfoim'd : 
His offering soon pMpitious fire from Heaven 
' Consumed with nimble glance, and gnteful steam ; 
The other's not, for his was not rincere ; 
Whereat he inly rag'd, and, as they talk'd. 
Smote him into the midriif with a stone 
That beat out fife ; he fell ; and, deadly pale, 
Qraan'd out his soul with gu«hing blood effiis'd. 
Much at that nght was Adam in his heart 
Dbmay'd, and thus in haate to the' Angel cried : 

** O Teacher ! some great mischief hath befall'n 
To that meek man, who weU liad sacrific'd : 
Is piely thus and pure devotion paid ?" 

To' whom Michael thus (he also mov'd) replied : 
" These two are brethen, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins ; the' unjust the just hath slain. 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From Heaven acceptance ; but the bloody fact 
Will be aveng'd ; and the' other's fiiith, approv»d. 
Lose no reward, though here thou see him die. 
Rolling in dust and gore." To which our Sire : 

" Alas ! both for the deed, and for the cause \ 
But have I now seen Death ? Is this the way 
I must return to native dust ? O sight 
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Of terror, foul and ugly to behold^ 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel l" 

To whom thus Michael : « Death thou hast seen 
In his first shape on Man ; but many shapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, all dismal ; yet to sense 
More terrible at the' entrance, than wilhin. 
Some, as thou saw'st, by violent stroke shall die ; 
By fire, flood, famine, by intemperance more 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth shall bring 
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew 
Before thee shall appear ; that thou may'st know 
What misery the' inabstinence of Eve 
Shall bring on Men." — Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear'd, sad, noisome, dark; 
A lazar-house it seem'd ; wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseas'd ; all maladies 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-«ick agony, all feverous kinds. 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colic-pangs. 
Demoniac phrenzy, moping melancholy. 
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence. 
Dropsies, and astiunas, and joint-racking rheums. 
JAie was the tossing, deep the groans; Despair 
T^ded the sick, busiest from couch to couch ; 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, but delay'd to strike, though oft invok'd 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 
Dxy-ey'd behold P Adam could not, but wept, 
TlK>ugh not of woman bom ; compassion quell'd 
His best of man, jmd gave him up to tears 
»f 
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A space, till fimer thoughts restrain'd excess ; 
And, scarce recovering words, his plaint renew'd : 

«* O miserable mankind ! to what fell 
Degraded, to what wretched stote reserved ! 
Better end here unbom. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather, why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who, if we knew 
What we recwve, would either not accept 
Life offer'd, or soon beg to lay it down ; 
Glad to be so dismiss'd in peace. Can thus 
The* image of God in Man, created once 
So goodly and erect, though faulty since. 
To such unsightly sufferings be debas'd 
Under inhuman pwns ? Why should not Man, 
Retuning still divine Similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free. 
And, for his Maker's image sake, exempt ?" 

«* Their Maker's image (answer'd Michael) thea 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilified 
To serve ungovern'd Appetite ; and took 
His image whom they serv'd, a brutish vice. 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore so abject is their punishment, 
Bisfiguring not God's likeness, but their own ; 
Or if his likeness, by themselves defac'd ; 
While they pervert pure Nature's healthful roles 
To loathsome sickness ; worthily, since they 
God's image did not reverence in themselves." 

"I yield it just, (swd Adam,) and submit. 
But is there yet no other way besides 
These painful passages, how we may come 
To death, and nux with our connatural dust ?" 

"There is, (said Michael,) if thou well observe 
The rule ofJVot too much .• by temperance taught. 
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In what thou eat'st and drink'st; seekingfrom thence 
Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight. 
Till many years over thy head return : 
So ma/st thou live ; tiU, like ripe fruit, thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap ; or be with ease 
Gather'd, not harshly pluck'd; for death mature : 
This is Old Age ; but then, thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty; which will 

change 
To wither'd, weak, and gray ; thy senses then 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego, 
To what thou hast ; and, for the air of youth. 
Hopeful and cheerful, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy spirits down, and last consume 
The balm of life." To whom our ancestor : 
* " Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much ; bent rather, how I may be quit, 
Fairest and easiest, of tliis cumbrous charge ; 
Which I must keep till my appointed day 
Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution." Michael replied : 

•* Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou liv'st 
Live well ; how long or short, permit to Heaven ! 
And now prepare thee for another sight." 

He look'd and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue : by some, were herds 
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime. 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and, who mov'd 
Their stops and chords, was seen ; his volant touch. 
Instinct through all proportions, low and high. 
Fled and pursued transverse the resonant fugue. 
In other part stood 0ae who, at the forge 
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Labouring, two massy clods of iron and brass 

Had melted ; (whether found where casual fire 

Had wasted woods on mountain or in vale, 

Down to the veins of earth ; thence gliding hot 

To some cave's mouth ; or whether waah'd by stream 

From underground ;) the liquid ore be drain'd 

Into fit moulds prepar'd, from which he fonn'd 

First his own tools ; then» whatnught else be wrought 

Fusile or graven in metal. After these. 

But on the hither ude, a different sort {seat. 

From the high neighbouring bills, which was their 

Down to the plain descended : by their guise 

Just men they seem'd, and all their study bent 

To worship God aright, and, know his works 

Not hid ; nor those things last, which might preserve 

Freedom and peace to Men : they on the plain 

Long had not walk'd, when from the tents, behold ! 

A bevy of fair women, richly gay 

In gems and wanton dress ; to Uie' harp they sung 

Soft amorous cUtties, and in dance came on : 

The men, though grave, ey'd them, and let their eyes 

Rove without rein ; tiU, in the amorous net 

Fast caught, they lik'd ; and each his liking chose ^ 

And now of love they treat, tUl the' evening-star. 

Love's harbinger, appear'd ; then all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid invoke 

Hymen, then first to marriage-rites invok'd : 

With feast and music aU the tents resound. 

Such happy interview, and fair event 

Of love and youth not lost, songs, g^arlands, flowerSi 

And charming symphonies, attadi'd the heart 

Of Adam, soon inclin'd to' admit delight. 

The bent of nature ; which he thus ezpress'd : 

. *• True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel blest ; 
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Much better seems this vision, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past ; 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse ; 
Here Nature seems fulfilPd in all her ends." 

To whom thus Michael : ** Judg^e not what is best 
By pleasure, thou^ to Nature seeming meet; 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end. 
Holy and pure, conformity divine ! 
Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant, were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
^ho slew his brother ; studious, they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rare ; 
Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them ; but they his gifts acknowledged none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget ; 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem'd 
Of goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay. 
Yet empty of all good wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance. 
To dress, and t|;oll the tongue, and roll the eye. 
To these that sober race of men, (whose lives 
Reli^ous, titled them tlie sons of God,) 
Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the smiles 
Of these fair atheists ; and now swim in joy, 
(Ere long to swim at large,) and laugh ; for which 
The world ere long a world of tears must weep.'* 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft : 
*' O pity' and shame, that they, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint ! 
pf2 
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But still I tee the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the same, from Woman to begin." 

■* From Han's effeminate slackness it begins, 
(Said the' Angel,) who should better hold his place 
By wisdom, and superior gifts received. 
But now prepare thee for another scene/' 

He look'd, and aaw wide territoiy spread 
Before him, towns and niral works between ; 
Cities of men with lofty gates and towers, 
Concourse in aims, fierce faces threatening^ war. 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprise ; 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foanung steed. 
Single or in array of battle, rang'd 
Both horse and foot, nor idly mustang stood ; 
One way a band select from forage drives 
A herd of lieeves, fiur oxen and fair kine. 
From a fat meadow-ground ; or fleecy flock. 
Ewes and their bleating lambs over the plain. 
Their booty ; scarce with life the shepherds fly. 
But call in aid, which makes a bloody fray ; 
With cruel tournament the squadrons join ; 
Where cattle pastur'd late, now scattered lies 
With carcasses and arms the' ensanguin'd field. 
Deserted : others to a city strong 
Lay siege, encamp'd ; by battery, scale, and mine;, 
Assaulting ; others from the wall defend 
With dart and javelin, stones, and sulphurous fire j 
On each hand slaughter, and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the scepter'd heralds call 
To council, in the city-gates; anon 
Gray-headed men and grave, with warriors mix'd. 
Assemble, and harangues are heard ; but soon. 
In factious opposition : tUlatlast, 
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Of middle age one rising, eminent, 

In wise deport, spake much of right and wroi^. 

Of justice, of religion, truth, and peace. 

And judgment from above : him old and young 

Exploded, and had seiz'd with violent hands ; 

Had not a cloud descending snatch'd him thence 

Unseen amid the throng : so violence 

Proceeded, and oppression, and sword-law, 

Through all the plain, and refuge none was found* 

Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 

Lamenting tum'd full sad : *' O ! what are these* 

Death's ministers, hot men ? who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thousandfold the sin of him who slew 

His brother : for of whom such massacre 

Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men ? 

|3ut who was that just man, whom had not Heaven 

Rescued, had in his righteousness been lost ?" 

To whom thus Michael : *' These are the prod6ct 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw'st ; 
Where g^od with bad were match'd, who of them- 
Abhor to join ; and, by imprudence mix'd, [selves 
Produce prodigious births of body* or mind. 
Such were these giants, men of high renown ; 
For in those days might only shall be' admir'd^ 
And valour and heroic virtue call'd; 
To overcome in battle, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Manslaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory ; and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be styPd great conquerors. 
Patrons of mankind, god^ and sons of gods; 
Destroyers rightlier call'd, and plagues of men. 
Thus fame slnll be achiev'd, renown on earth ; 



d by Google 



338 PABADisB LOST. Book 11^ 

And what most merits fame, in mlence hid. 
But he, the seventh from thee whom thou beheld'st. 
The only righteous in a worid perverse. 
And therefore hated, therefore so beset 
With foes, for daring single to be just. 
And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints : him the Most High, 
Bapt in a bahny cloud with winged steeds, 
Bid (as thou saw'st) receive, to walk with God 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 
Exempt from death ; to show thee what reward 
Awuts the g^od ; the rest what punishment ; 
Which now (Urect thine eyes, and soon behold." 
He look'd, and saw the face of things quite 
changed ; 
The brazen throat of war had ceas'd to roar ; 
All now was tum'd to jollity and game. 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance ; 
Marrying or prostituting, as befel. 
Rape or adultery, where passing fur 
Allur'd them ; thence from cups to civil broils. 
At length a reverend Sire amoug them came. 
And of their doings great disUke declar'd. 
And testified against their ways ; he oft 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso met. 
Triumphs or festivals ; and to them preach'd 
Conversion and repentance, as to souls 
In prison, under judgments imminent : 
But all in vain ! Which when he saw, he ceas'd 
Contending, and removed his tents far off; 
Then, from the mountain hewing timber tall, 
Beg^ to build a vessel of hug^ bulk ; 
Measur'd by cubit, length, and breadth, andheighth; 
Smear'd round with pitch ; and in the side a door 
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Contrived ; and of provisioiis laid in large, 
For man and beast : when lo, a wonder strange ! 
Of ereiy beast and bird, and insect small. 
Came sevens, and pairs ; and enter'd in as taught 
Their order : last, the sire and his three sons^ 
With their four wives ; and God made fast the door. 
Meanwhile the south-wind rose, and with black 
Wide-hovering, all the cloudstogetherdrove [wingB 
From under Heaven ; the hills to their supply 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and moist, 
Sent up amain ; and now the thicken'd sky 
like a dark ceiling stood ; down rush'd the rain 
Impetuous; and continued, till the earth 
No more was seen : the floating vessel swum 
Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow 
Rode tilting o'er the waves ; all dweUings else 
Flood overwhelm'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roll'd ; sea cover'd sea, 
Sea without shore ; and in their palaces. 
Where luxury late reign'd, sea^monsters whelp'd 
And stabled ; of mankind (so numerous late) 
All lef^ in one small bottom swum imbark'd. 
How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of ail thy offspring, end so sad. 
Depopulation ! Thee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow' a flood, thee also drown'd. 
And sunk thee as thy sons ; till, gently rear'd 
By the' Angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last. 
Though comfortless : as when a father mourns 
His children, all in view destroy'd at once ; 
And scarce to the' Angel uttei^dst thus thy plauit : 

<< O visions ill foreseen ! Better had I 
liv'd ignorant of future ! so had borne 
My pait of evil only, each day's lot 
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Enough to bear ; those now, that were dispens'd 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abottivey to torment me ere their being. 
With thought that they must be. Let no man seek 
Henceforth to be foretold, what shall befall 
Him or his children : evil he may be sure. 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent ; 
And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance feel. 
Grievous to bear : but that care now is past, 
Man is not whom to warn : those few escap'd 
Famine and anguish will at last consume. 
Wandering that watery desert : I had hope. 
When violence was ceas'd, and war on earth. 
All would have then gone well ; peace would have 
Witb length of happy days the race of Man : [crown'd 
But I was far deceived; for now I see 
Peace to corrupt, no leas than war to waste. 
How comes it thus ? unfold, celestial Guide ; 
And whether here the race of Man will end." 

To whom thus Michael : '' Those, whom last thou 
In triumph and luxurious we;Uth, are they [saw'st 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And great exploits, but of true virtue void ; 
Who, having spilt much blood, and done much waste 
Subduing nations, and achieved thereby ^ 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey. 
Shall change their course to pleasure, ease, andsloth^ 
Surfeit, and lust ; till wantonness and pride 
Rjuse out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 
The conquered also, and enslav'd by war. 
Shall, with their freedom lost, all virtue lose 
And fear of God ; from whom their piety feign'd 
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In shaip contest of battle found no aid 

Against invaders ; therefore, cool'd in zeal, 

Thencefortli shall practise how to live secure, 

Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 

Shan leave them to enjoy ; (for the' earth shall bear 

More than enough, that temperance may be tried :) 

So all shall turn degenerate, all depraved ; 

Justice and temperance, truth and fdth, forget ; 

One man except, the only Son of Light 

In a dark ag^, agsdnst example good, 

Agaunst allurement, custom, and a world 

Offended : fearless of reproach and scorn 

Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admonish ; and before them set 

The paths of righteousness, how much more safe. 

And fuH of peace ; denouncing wrath to come 

On their impenitence ; and shall return 

Of them derided ; but of God observed 

The oiie just man alive ; by his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, (as thou beheld'st,} 

To save himself and household from amidst 

A world devote to universal wrack. > 

No sooner he, with them of man and beast 

Select for life, shall in the ark be lodg'd. 

And shelter'd round ; but all the cataracts 

Of Heaven set open, on the Earth shall pour 

Kain, day and night ; all fountains of the deep, 

Broke up, shall heave the ocean to usurp 

Beyond all bounds ; till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills: then shall this mount 

Of Paradise, by might of waves, be mov'd 

Out of his place, push'd by the homed flood. 

With all his verdure spoil'd, and tre^s adrift, 
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Down the gppeat river to the opening gu]f. 

And there take root; an isbnd salt and bare. 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and seapmewa' clang ; 

To teach thee that God &ttributes to place 

No sanctity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there frequent, or tiierein dwell. 

And now, what further shall ensue, behold." 

He look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood. 
Which now abated; ibr the clouds were fled. 
Driven by a keen north-wind, that, blowing diy. 
Wrinkled the face of Deluge, as decay'd ; 
And the clear Sun on his wide watety glass 
Gaz*d hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew. 
As after thirst ; which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot towards the Deep; who now had stopt 
nis sluices, as the Heaven his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on g^usd* 
Fast on the top of some high mountain fix'd. 
And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear ; 
With clamour thence the rapid currents drive^ 
Towards the retreating sea, their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven fliea^ 
And after him the surer messenger, 
A dove sent fordi once and again to spy 
Green tree or gpnund, whereon his foot may light : 
The second time retumbg, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific sign : 
Anon, dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The ancient Sire descends, with all his train. 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 
Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 
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eonspicuous with three listed colours gay. 
Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 
"Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad, 
Greatly rejoic'd ; and thus his joy broke forth : — 

" O thou, who future things canst represent 
As present, heavenly Instructor ! I revive 
As this last sight ; assur'd that Man shall live. 
With all the creatures, and their seed preserve. 
Far less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroy'd, than I rejoice 
For one man found so perfect, and so just. 
That God vouchsafes to raise another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But say, what mean those colour'd streaks in Heaven 
Distended, as the brow of God appeas'd ? 
' Or serve they, as a flowery. verg«, to bind 
The fluid skirts of that same wateiy cloud. 
Lest it agun dissolve, and shower the earth ?" 

To whom the' Arch-angel : " Dextrously thou 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, [aim'st ; 

Though late repenting him of Man deprav'd : 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he saw 
The whole earth fiU'd with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way ; yet, those remov'd, 
Sudi grace shall one just man find in his sight. 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind ; 
And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The earth again by flood ; nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds ; nor rain to drown the world. 
With man therein or beast : but, when he brings 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein set 
His triple-colour'd bow, whereon to look. 
And call to mind his covenant : day and night, 

»8r 
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Seed time wmd harvest, heat and hoaiy frost. 
Shall holdtheir course ; till fire puige all things new* 
Both Heaven and Earth, wherein the just shall 
dwelL" 
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The Angel BfiehMl continDCf, fhwi the Flood, to idate whtkt 
■hall wieeeed ; then, in the mention of AbnhAin, comet bf 
degreestoezptein who that Seed of the Woman ihftll he, which 
was promised Adam and Eve in the Vail ; his ineaination, 
death, retuneetion, and ateention ; the itate of the Chureh tiU 
hi* aeeond coming. ^dam» gicttiy mtaifled and te<omtirted 
bjr these relationt and promiKS, deieendi the hill with ICchad : 
wakens Eve, who all this while had slept, but with genUe dreaou 
eomposed to quietness of mind and suboussion. Michad in 
either hand leads them out of Pamdise, the fiery swoid wnving 
behind theai, and the Cherabim taking their statkras Co gond 
<bepfaice. 
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As one who in his journey bates at noon. 
Though bent on speed ; so here the' Arch-angel 

paus'd 
Betwixt tiie world destroy'd, and world restored. 
If Adam aught perhaps might interpose ; 
Then, with transition sweet, new speech resumes. 

^ Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end ; 
And Man, as from a second stock, proceed. 
Much thou hast yet to see ; but I perceive 
Thy mortal sight to fail; objects divine 
Must needs impair and weary human sense : 
Henceforth what is to come I will relate; 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend. 

*• This second source of Men, while yet but few. 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 
With some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their Uves, and multiply apace ; 
Labouring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Com, wine, and oil ; and, from the herd or flock. 
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid. 
With large wine-offerings pour'd, and sacred feast, 
• g2 
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Shan spend their days in joy vmblam'd; and dwell 
Long time in peace, by fandlies and tribes. 
Under paternal rale : till one shall rise 
Of proud ambitious heart; who, not content 
\nthfair equality, fraternal state. 
Win arrogate dominion undeserr'd 
Orer his brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concord and law of natxire from the earth ; 
Hunting (and men, not beasts, ahan be his game) 
With war,* and hostile snare, such as refuse 
Subjection to his empire tyittniieus : 
A mighty hunter thence he shaU be styl'd 
Before the Lord ; as in deq^ of Hearen, 
Or from Heaven, claiming second soT*raiity s 
And from rebellion shaU derive his name. 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, whom Hke ambition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden towards the west, ahaU find 
The. plain, wherein a black bituminous guige 
Boils out firom under ground, the mouth of HeU : 
Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast to build 
A city and tower, whose top may reach to Heaven; 
And get themselves a name ; lest^ far dispers'd 
In foreign lands, their memory be lost; 
Regardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, (who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings,) them beholding soon. 
Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 
Obstruct Heaven-towers f and in derision sets 
Upon their tongues a various spirit, to raze 
Quite out their native language ; and, instead. 
To sow a jangling noise of words unknown. 
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Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud. 

Among the builders ; each to other calls 

Not understood ; till hoarse, and all in rage, 

As mock'd they storm: great laughter was in Heaven, 

And looking down, to see the hubbub strange. 

And hear the din : thus was the building left 

Ridiculous, and the work Confiirion nam'd." 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeas'd : 
'< O execrable son ! so to aspire 
Above his brethren: to himself assuming 
Authority usurp'd, from God not given : 
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl. 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
He made not Lord ; such title to himself 
Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usuiper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man ; to God his tower intends 
Siege and defiance. Wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thitiier, to sustain » 

Himself and his rash army ; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross, 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread ?" 

To whom thus Michael : *' Justly thou abhorr'st 
That son who on the quiet state of men 
Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know wi^al. 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reason in man obscur'd, or not obey'd. 
Immediately inordinate desires, 
And upstart passions, catch the government 
Frpm reason; and to servitude reduce 
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Man, till then free. Therefore, since he pennits 

Within himself unworthy powers to reign 

(hrer free reason, God, in judgment just. 

Subjects him from without to violent lords ; 

Who oft as undeservedly enthral 

His outward freedom : ^rmnny must be ; 

lliough to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 

Yet sometimes nations will decline so low 

From virtue, (which is reason,) that no wrong; 

But justice, and some fatal curse annex'd. 

Deprives them of their outward liberty. 

Their inward lost : witness the' irreverent son 

Of him who built the ark ; who, for the shame 

Done to his father, heard this heavy curse. 

Servant of Mrvanis, on his vicious race. 

Thus will this latter, as the former world. 

Still tend from bad to worse ; till God at last. 

Wearied with their iniqmties, withdraw 

His presence from among them, and avert 

His holy eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 

To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 

And one peculiar nation to select 

From all the rest, of whom to be invok'd, 

A nation from one faithful man to spiing : 

Him on this side Euphrates yet residing. 

Bred up in idol-worship : O, that men 

(Canst thou believe P) should be so stupid grown. 

While yet the patriarch liv'd, who 'scap'd the flood. 

As to forsake the living God, and fall 

To worship their own work in wood and stone 

For gods ! Yet him God the Most High vouchsafes 

To call by vision, from his fiither's house. 

His kindred, and false gods, into a land 

Which he will show him ; and from him will ] 
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A vaigtity nation ; and upon him shower 

His benediction so, that in his seed 

All nations shall be blest : he straight obeys ; 

Not knowing to what lu^d, yet firm believes. • 

I see him, (but thou canst not,) with what fl^th 

He leaves his Gods, his friends, and native soil, 

Ur of Chaldsa, passing now the ford 

To Haian ; after Imn a cumbrous train 

Of herds and flocks, and numerous servitude ; 

Not wandering poor, but trusting all his wealth 

With God, who call'd him, in a land unknown. 

Canaan he now attains ; I see his tents 

Pitch'd about Sichem, and the neighbouring plain 

Of Moreh ; there by promise he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that land. 

From Hamath northward to the Desert south; 

(Things by their names I call, though yet unnam'dt) 

From Hermon east to the gresft western Sea ; 

Mount Hermon, yonder sea ; (each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them ;> on the shore 

Mount Carmel ; here, the double-founted stream, 

Joidan, true limit eastward ; but his sons 

Shall dwell to Semr, that long tidge of hills. 

This ponder, that ' all nations of the earth 

Shall in his seed be blessed :* by that seed 

Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shaU bnuse 

The Serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 

Plainlier shall be revealM. This patriarch blest, 

(Whom fmthfid Mraham due Hme shall caU,} 

A son, and of his son a grand-chitd, leaves; 

Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown : 

The grand-child, with twelve sons increased, departs 

From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 

Eg3rpt, divided by the river Nile ; 
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See where it flows, disgor^ng at seyen moatiis 
Into the sea : to sojourn in that land 
He comes, invited by a younger son 
In time of dearth ; a son, whose worthy deeds 
Bttse him to be the second in that reahn 
Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation ; and, now grown. 
Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks 
To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 
Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them 
Inhospitably, and kills their in&nt males : [slaves 
Till by two brethren (these two brethren call 
Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 
Ifis people from enthrahnent, they return 
With glory' and spoil, back to their promised hmd. 
But first, the lawless tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or message to regaid. 
Host be compelled by ugns and judgments dire* 
To. blood unshed the rivers must be tum'd ; 
Frogs, hce, and flies, must all his palace fill 
With loath'd mtrusion, and fill all the land ; 
His cattle must of rot and mumdn die ; 
Botches and blains must all his flesh embos^ 
And all his people ; thunder mix'd with hail. 
Hail mix'd with fire, must rend the' Egyptian sky. 
And wheel on the earth, devouring where it rolls ; 
What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green ; 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; 
Last, with one midnight^itroke, all the first>bom 
Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 
The river-dragon tam'd at length, submits 
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To let his sojoumers depart, and oft 

Humbles his stubborn heart ; but still, as ice 

More hardened after thaw ; till, in his rage 

Pursuing whom he late dismiss'd, the sea * i 

Swallows him with his host ; but them lets pass, 

As on dry land, between two ciystal walls ; 

Aw'd by the rod of Moses so to stand 

Divided, till his rescued gain their shore. 

Such wondrous power God to his saint will len4» 

Though present in his Angel ; who shall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire ; 

By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire, 

To g^de them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while the' obdurate king pursues < 

All night he will pursue ; but his approach 

Darkness defends between till morning watch ; 

Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 

God looking forth will trouble all his host. 

And craze their chariot wheels : when by command 

Moses once more his potent rod extends 

Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys ; ■ 

On their embattled ranks the waves return. 

And overwhelm their war : the race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the shore advance 

Through the wild Desert, not the readiest way ; 

Lest, entering on the Canaanite alann'd. 

War terrify them inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, choosing.rather . 

Inglorious life with servitude ; for life 

To noble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untratn'd in arms, where rashness leads not on. 

This also shall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderness ; there they shall found 

Their ^vemment, and their great senate choose 
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Thitmgh the twelve tribes, to role by laws ordadu'd 

God iTom tiie mount of Sinai, whose giay top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder, Mghtning^, and load tmmpef s sound, 

Oidain them laws; part, snch as sppeitaln 

To civil justice; part, religious rites 

Of sacrifice; informing them, by types 

And shadows, of that destia'd Seed to bruise 

The Serpent, by what means he shall achieve 

Mankind's deliveTaaoe. But the voice of God 

To mortal car is dreadful: they beseech 

That Moses might report to them his wiH, 

And tenor cease; he gmts what they besought, 

Instiucted that to God is no access 

Without Me^ator, whose high oiBce now 

Moses in figure bears ; to introduce 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretel. 

And all their Prophets in their age the times 

Of gresft Mesuah shall siag. Thus, laws and rites 

Bstablish'd, such detight hath God in Hen 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 

Among them to set up his tabernacle ; 

Hie Holy One with mortid Men to dwell. 

By his prescript a sanctuary is framM 

Of cedar» overlaid with gold; therein 

An ark, and m the aik his testimony. 

The records of his covenant ; over these 

A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 

Oftwo bright Cherubim; before him bum 

Seven hunps as in a zodiac representiag 

The heavenly fires ; over the tent a doud 

Shall rest by day, a fiety gleam by night; 

Save when they joumey, and at length they cxm^ 

Conducted by his Angel, to die land 
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Promis'd to Abraham and his seed.— -The rest 
Were long to tell ; how many battles fought ; 
How many kings destroy'd ; and kingdoms won ; 
Or how the Sun shall in mid Heaven stand still 
A day entire, and nighf s due coarse adjourn, 
Man's Yoite commanding, ' Sun, in Gibeon stand. 
And thou moon in the rale of Ajalon, 
Till Israel OTercome !' so call the third 
From Abraham, son of Isaac ; and from him 
Ifis whole descent, who thus shall Canaan wm." 
Here Adam interpos'd : ** O sent from Heaven, 
Enlightener of my darkness, gracious things 
Thou hast reveal'd ; those chiefly, which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed : now first I find 
Mine eyes true opemng, and my heart much eas'd ; 
Erewhile perplex'd vfith thoughts, what would be- 
Of me and all majnkind : but now I see [come 

Hia day, in whom all nations shall be blest : 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those 
Among whom God wiU deign to dwell on earth 
So many and so various laws are ^ven ; 
So many laws argue so many sins 
Among them ; how can God with such reside ?" 

To whom thus Michael : ** Doubt not but that Sin 
WiU reign among them, as of thee begot ; 
And therefore was Law given them to evince 
Their natural pravity, by stirring up 
Sin against kw to fight : that when they «e# 
Law can discover sin, but not remove. 
Save by those shadowy expiations weak, 
The blood of bulls and goats, they may conehid^ 
Some bloo^ more precious miuit be paid for Man ; 
Bh 
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Just for unjust ; that in such righteoiMncw 

To them by faith imputed, they may find 

Justification towards God. and peace 

Of conscience ; which the Uw by ccremomes 

Cannot appease ; nor man the moral part 

Perform ; and not performing, cannot hve. 

So Uw appears imperfect ; and but giren 

With purpose to reagn them, in fidl time. 

Up to a better coyenant ; disciplined 

From shadowy types to truth; from flesh to spint ; 

From imposition of strict laws to free 

Acceptance rflarge grace ; from servile fear 

To fiUal ; works of law to works of faith. 

And therefore shaU not Moses, though of God 

Highly belov'd, being but the minister 

Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But Joshua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call. 

His name and office bearing, who shaU queU 

The adversary-Serpent, and bring back 

Through the world's wUdemess long-wandcr^d Man 

Safe to eternal Paradise of rest 

Meanwhile they, in their earthly Canaan placed. 

Long Jdme shall dweU and prosper, but when ans 

National interrupt their public peace. 

Provoking God to nose them enemies ; 

From whom as oft he saves them penitent 

By Judges first, then under IGngs ; of whom 

The second, both for piety renown'd 

And puissant deeds, a promise shall recdve 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever shall endure ; the like shall sing 

All Prophecy, that of the royal stock 

Of David (so I name this king) shall rise 

A Son, the Woman's seed to thee fOTCtold, 
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Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall trust 

All nations ; and to kings foretold, of kings 

The last ; for of his reign shall be no end. 

But first, a long succession must ensue ; 

And his next son, for wealth and wisdom ftm'd, 

The clouded ark of God, till then in tents 

Wandering, shall in a glorious temple' enshrine. 

Such foUow him, as shall be register'd 

Part good, part bad ; of bad the longer scroll ; 

Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 

Heap'd to the popular sum, will so incense 

God, as to leave tiiem, and expose theur land. 

Their city, his temple, and his holy ark. 

With all his sacred things, a scorn and prey 

To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'st 

Ileflt in confusion ; Babylon thence called. 

There in captivity he lets them dwell 

The space of seventy years ; then brings them back. 

Remembering mercy, and his covenant sworn 

To David, stablish'd as the days of Heaven. 

Retum'd from Babylon by leave of kings 

Their lords, whom God disposed, the house of God 

They first re-edify ; and for a while 

In mean estate live moderate ; till, grown 

In wealth and multitude, factious they grow. 

But first among the priests dissention springs ; 

Men who attend the altar, and should most 

Endeavour peace : their strife pollution brings 

Upon the temple' itself; at last they seize 

The sceptre, and regard not David's sons ; 

Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 

Anointed King Messiah might be born 

Barr'd of his right ; yet at his birth a star. 

Unseen before in Heaven, proclaims him come; 



d by Google 



358 FAMAiiira idOST. JMb 12. 

And giudet the eastern sagesi who inquire 

His place, to offer incense, myrrh, and gdd : 

His place of birth a solemn Angel tells 

To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 

They gladly thither haste, and by a quire 

Of squadron'd Angels hear his carol sung. 

A Virgin is lus mother, but his Sire 

The power of the Most High ; he shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 

With Earth's wide bounds^ bis gloiy with the Hea- 

He ceas'd, discerning Adam with such joy [yens." 
Surchazg'd, as had like grief been dew'd in tears, 
Without the vent of words, which these be breath'd. 

** O prophet of glad tidings^ finisher 
Of utmost hope ! now dear I understand 
What oft iny steadiest thoughts have search'd in Tain ; 
Why our great Expectation should be call'd 
The seed of Woman : Vir^-Mother, hail. 
High in the love of Heaven ; yet from my l<Hn8 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High; so God with Man unites. 
Needs must the Serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain : say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruise the yictor^s 
heel r 

To whom thus Michael : << Dream not of their 
As of a duel, or the local wounds [fight. 

Of head or heel : not therefore juns the Son 
Manhood to Godhead^ with more strength to fbU 
Thy enemy ; nor so is overcome 
Satan, whose fall from Heaven, a dea^ier bruise. 
Disabled, not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recute. 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works 
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In thee, and in thy seed : nor can this be, 
Btxt by fulfiUing'Cthat which thou didst want) 
Obedience to the law of God, impos'd 
On penalty of death, and suffering death ; 
nriie penalty to thy transgression due, 
Ajid due to theirs which out of thine will grow : 
So only can high Justice rest appaid. 
Tike law of God exact he shall fulfil 
Soth by obedience and by love, though love 
A.lone fulfil the law ; thy punishment 
He shall endure, by coming in the flesh 
To a reproachful life, and cursed death ; 
Proclaiming life to all who shall believe 
In his redemption ; and that his obedience. 
Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merits 
To save them, not their own (though legal) works. 
Por this he shall live hated, be blasphemed, 
S^z'd on by force, judged, and to death condemnM, 
A shameful and accurs'd ; nail'd to the cross 
By his own nation ; slain for bringing life : 
But to the cross he nails thy enemies, 
The law that is against thee, and the sins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucified. 
Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 
In this his satisfaction : so he dies, 
But soon revives : Death over him no power 
Shall long usiup ; ere the third dawning light 
Betum, the stars of mom shall see him rise 
Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning light. 
Thy ransom paid, which Man from death redeems, 
His death for Man, as many' as offered life 
Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works : this God-like act 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldst have died, 
Hh2 
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In nn for ever loflt from life ; this act 

Shall bruise the bead of Satan, cnisb his strenyth. 

Defeating Sin and Death, his two mam arms s 

And fix far deeper in his head their stings. 

Than temporal death shall bruise the Actor's hee). 

Or theirs whom he redeems ; a death, like deep, 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 

Longer on earth, than certain times to' appear 

To his disciples, men who in his life 

Still foUow'd him ; to them shall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of him they leam'd 

And his salvation; them who shall believe 

Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign 

Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 

Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if so be&U, 

For death, like that which Uie Redeemer die4. 

All nations they shall teach ; for, from that day. 

Not only to the sons of Abraham's loins 

Salvation shall be preach'd, but to the sooa 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world ; 

So in lus seed all nations shall be blest. 

Then to the Heaven of Heavens he shall ascend 

With victoiy, triumphing through the air 

Over his foes and thine ; there shall surprise 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and there confounded leave; 

Then enter into glory, and resume 

His seat at Qod's right hand, exalted high 

Above all names in Heaven ; and thence shall come. 

When this world's dissolution shall be ripe. 

With glory* and power to judge both quick and dead; 

To judge the' unfaithful dead, but to reward 

His i^thful, and receive them into blis^ 
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Whether in Hearen or Earth j for then the Earth 
Shall all be Paradise, far happier place 
Than this of Eden^ and far happier days." 

So spake the' Arch-ang-el Michael j then paus'd, 
As at the world's great period ; and our sire, 
Replete with joy and wonder, thua replied : 

<' O Goodness infifiite. Goodness inunense ! 
That all this good of evil shall produce. 
And evil turn to gopd ; more wonderful 
Than that which by creation first brought forth 
light out of darkness ! Full of doubt I stand, 
Whether I should repent me now pf sin 
By me done, and occasioned j or rejoice [spring ; 
Much more, that much more good thereof shall 
To God more glory, more good-will to Men 
From God, and over wrath grace shall abound. 
But say, if our Deliverer up to Heaven 
Must re-ascend, what will betide the few 
His faithful, left among the' unftithful herd. 
The enemies of truth ? Who then shall guide 
His people, who defend ? Will they not deal 
Worse with his followers than with him they dealt ?" 

•* Be sure they will, (said the' Angel,) but from 
He to his own a comforter will send, [Heaven 

The promise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of faith. 
Working through love, upon their hearts shall write, 
To guide them in all truth ; and also arm 
With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts ; 
What man can do against them, not afrsud. 
Though to the death s against such cruelties 
With inward consolations recompens'd, 
And oft supported so as shaU amaze 
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Their proudest penecntors : for the Spirit 

(Pour'd first on his Apostles, whom he sends 

To' evangelize the nations, then on all 

Baptiz'd) shall them with wondrous g^fts endue 

To speak all tongues, and do all miracles. 

As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 

Great numbers of each nation, to receive 

With joy the tidings brought from Heaven: at length. 

Their ministiy peiform'd, and race well run. 

Their doctrine and their story written left^ 

They die ; but in their room, as they forewarn. 

Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves^ 

Who all the sacred mysteries of Heaven 

To their own vile advantages shall turn 

Of lucre and ambition ; and the truth 

With superstitions and traditions taint. 

Left only in those written records pure. 

Though not but by the Spirit understood. 

Then shall they seek to' avail themselves of names. 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 

Secular power ; though feigning still to act 

By spiritual, to themselves appropriating 

liie Spirit of God, promis'd idike and given 

To all believers ; and, from that pretence. 

Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 

On eveiy conscience ; laws which none shall find - 

Left them inroll'd, or what the Spirit within 

Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 

But force the Spirit of Grace itself, and bind 

His consort Liberty ? what, but unbuild 

His living temples, built by faith to stand. 

Their own faiUi, not another's ? for, on earth. 

Who against faith and conscience can be heard 

Infallible? yet many ^U presume : 
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whence heavy persecution shall arise 

On all, who in the worship persevere 

Of spirit and truth ; the rest, far greater part. 

Will deem in outward rites and spacious forms 

Religion satisfied ; truth shall retire 

Bestack with slanderous darts, and works of faith 

Barely be found : so shall the world go on. 

To good malignant, to bad men benign ; 

Under her own weight groaning ; till the day 

Appear of respiration to the just. 

And vengeance to the wicked ; at return 

Of him so lately promis'd to thy aid. 

The Woman's Seed ; obscurely then foretold. 

Now amplier known thy Saviour and thy Lord : 

Ljifit, in the clouds, from Heaven to be reveal'd 

In gloiy of the Father, to dissolve 

Satan with his perverted world ; then raise 

From the conflagrant mass, purg'd and refin'd. 

New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless date. 

Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love ; 

To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss 1" 

He ended ; and thus Adam last replied : 
** How soon hath thy prediction. Seer blest, 
MeasuPd this tranment world, the race of time. 
Till time stand iiz'd ? beyond is all abyss. 
Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instructed I shall hence depart s 
Greatly in peace of thought ; and have my fill 
Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain ; 
Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 
Henceforth I leam, that to obey is best. 
And love with fear the only God ; to walk 
As in His presence \ ever to observe 
His providence ; and on Him sole depend. 



d by Google 



364 pABAsnx LOST. Book lit. 

Merciful over all his works, with good 

Still overcoming evil, and by small 

Accomplishing great thingfs ; by things deem*d weak 

Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 

By simply meek ; that su^ering for truth's sake 

Is fortitude to highest victory. 

And, to the faithful, death the gate of life; 

Taught this by His example, whom I now 

Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest.'* 

To whom thus also the' Angel last replied : 
*< This having leam'd, thou hast attained the sum 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thou knew'st by name, and all the' ethereal powers 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works. 
Or works of God in heaven, air, earth, or sea. 
And all the riches of this world enjoy'dst. 
And all the rule, one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add futh. 
Add virtue, patience, temperance ; add love^ 
(By name to come call'd charity,) the soul 
Of all the rest: then wiH thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 
A Paradise within thee, happier far. — 
J^et us descend now therefore from this top 
Of speculation ; ibr the hour precise 
Exacts our parting hence ; and, see 1 the guards, 
By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 
Their motion ; at whose front a flaming sword. 
In signal of remove, waves fiercely round : 
We may no longer stay : go, waken Eve ; 
tier also I with gentle dreams have calm'd 
Portending good, and aU her spirits compo6*d 
To meek submission : thou, at season fit. 
Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard \ 
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Chiefly, what may concern her faith to know. 
The great deliTcrance by her seed to come 
(For by the Woman's seed) on all mankind : 
That ye may five, which wUl be many days. 
Both in one fatth unanimous, though sad, . 
Mlth cause, for evils past ; yet much more cheered 
With meditation on the lu^py end.'' 

He ended, and they both descend the hUl : 
Descended, Adam to the bower, where Eve 
lAy sleeping^ ran before ; but found her wak'd ; 
And thus with words not sad she him received :— 

** Whence thou retum'st, and whither went'st, I 
know: 
For God is also' in sleep ; and dreams advise. 
Which he hath sent propitious, some great good 
Presa^^ng, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
Weaned I fell asleep : but now lead on ; 
In me is no delay ; with thee to go. 
Is to stay here ; without thee here to stay. 
Is to go hence unwilling : thou to me 
Alt all things under Heaven, all places thou, 
Who for my wilful crime art baiush'd hence. 
This further consolation yet secure 
1 cany hence ; though aU by me is lost. 
Such favour I unworthy am vouchsaf 'd. 
By me the promis'd Seed shall all restore." 

So spake our mother Evtf ; and Adam heard 
Well pleas'd, but answer'd not : for now too nigh 
The' Arch-angel stood ; and from the other hill 
To their fiz'd station, all in bright array, 
The Cherubim descended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening-mist 
Msen from a river o'er the marish glides. 
And gathers ground fast at the labourer's heel 
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Homewatd retunung^. HiglL in fhwt ad?»nc'd. 
The brandiili'd sword of God bcfcre them blas*d» 
Fierce bb a comet ; whieh with tonid heat, 
Andyapour ts the JJbytn air adiut. 
Began to pardi that temperate clime ; whereal^ 
In either hand the hastening Angel oaagfat 
Oar lingering paivnts, and to the' eartem gate 
Led them dir«cty and down the efiff as Ihat 
To the sobj^etad pUu ; then diaappear'd. 

They, looking back* all the' eastern ade b^dd 
Of Paradise, so late their han>7 Mat, 
Wav'd over by that flaming brand; the gate 
With dreadful faces thiong'd, and fieiy anna. 
Some nntmal tears they dropt, bnt wip'd them sonn : 
The world wm all before them, iHieie to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence thder gfdde ! 
They, handin hand, with wandering stepa and dow, 
Through Eden took theit aofitmy way. 



aim OF tiMASm sotr. 
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SAMSON AGONISTES. 



BRJLMATIC POEM. 



TfMy^htt piifAnm Vfrn^itti o-TH^moi, », r, A. 
ARISTOT. Ftet Ci]i. 0. 

Tng«Bdi» est imitatio Mtkmii sens. See. per miaericoidiun et 
nctnm perfkiens taliam affeetuura luitrationein. 
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or THAT 

SORT OF DRJiMATIC POEM 

WSICH IS CALLED 

TRAGEDY. 



Tbaosdt, as it was anciently composed, hath 
been ever held the gravest, moralest, and most 
profitable of aU other poems; therefore said by 
Aristotle to be of power by rainng pity and fear, 
or terror, to purg^ the mind of those and such like 
passions, that is, to temper and reduce them to just 
measure with a kind of delight, stirred up by read- 
ing or seeing those passions well inutated. Nor is 
Nature wanting in her own effects to make good 
his assertion : for so, in physic, things of melan- ' 
cholic hue and quahty are used against melancholy^ 
sour against sour, salt to remove salt humours. 
Hence philosophers and other g^vest writers, as 
Cicero, Plutarch, and others, frequently cite out of 
tragic poetB, both to adorn and illustrate their dis. 
course. The apostle Paul himself thought it not 
unworthy to insert a verse of Euripides into the 
text of Holy Scripture, 1 Cor. xv. 33 ; and Paracu% 
commenting on the Revelation, divides the whole 
hook as a tragedy, into acts distinguished each by 
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chonis of hetvenly harpings and song between. 
Heretofore men in highest dignity have laboured 
not a little to be thought able to compose a tragedy. 
Of that honour IMonynus the elder was no less am- 
bitious, than before of his attaining to the tyranny. 
Augustus C«sar also had begun his Ajax, but, unable 
to please his own judgment with what he had begun, 
left it unfinished. Seneca, the philosopher, is by 
some thought the author of those tragedies (at least 
the best of them) that go under that name. Gregory 
Nazianzen, a Father of the Church, thought it not 
unbeseeming the sanctity of his person to write s 
tragedy, which is entitled ChrUt mffermg. This is 
mentioned to vindicate tragedy from the small 
esteem, or rather infamy, which in the account of 
many it undeii^oes at this day with other common 
interludes ; faiqppeniqg through the poet's error of 
intermixing comic stuff with tn^c sadness and gia- 
vi^; or introducing trivial and vulgar persons, 
which by all judicious hath been counted absurd ; 
and brought in without discretion, corruptly to gra- 
tify the people. And though Ancient Tragedy use 
tto prologue, yet using sometimes, in case of self- 
defence, or explanation, that which Martial caDs an 
epistle; in behalfof this tragedy coming forth after 
the ancient manner much different from what among 
tts passes for best, thus much befbre-hand may be 
epistled ; that Chorus is here introduoed after the 
Greek manner, not ancient only but modem, and 
still in use among the Kalians. In the modelling 
therefore ci this poem, with good reason, the An- 
cients and Italians are rather followed, as of much 
more authority and &me. The measure of verse 
used in the Choius is frf* all sorts, called by the 
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Greeks Monostropluc, or rather Apolelymenon, with- 
out reg^ard had to Strophe, Antistrophe, or Bpode^ 
which were a kind of stanzas framed only for the 
muuc then used with the Chorus that sung ; not 
essential to the poem, and therefore not material ; 
or, being divided into stanzas or pauses, they may 
be called Allzostropha. Division into act and scene 
referring chiefly to the stage (to which this work 
never was intended) \a here omitted. 

It suffices if the whole drama be found not pro- 
duced beyond the fifUi act Of the style and uni^ 
formity, and that commonly called the plot, whe- 
ther intricate or explicit, which is nothing indeed 
but such economy or disposition of the fable as may 
stand' best with verisimilitude and decorum, they 
only will best judge who are not unacquainted witibi 
iEschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the three tra-r 
gic poets unequalled yet by any, and the best rule 
to aU who endeavour to write tragedy. The circum- 
scription of time, wherein the whole drama begins 
and ends, is according to ancient rule, and best ex- 
ample, within the spase of twenty-four hours. 



ii2 
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Suntoa, niftde eaptite,bimd, and now m the priaoo atGftxa, there 
to labour is in a eommon wolkhouse, oif a fettival day, in dK 
gcaenl ccMMioo ftoon Uboor, coout forth into the open air, to a 
place nich, aoawwhat letired, thereto at awhile and bemoan hii 
condidoo. "Wbere he happen! at len|fth to be Tinted bf certain 
Aiendt and eqoab oThit tribe, which make the Chonis, who nek 
to eonlbrt him what they can; then by hbold fiuher Manoah, 
who cndMTOWsthe Uke, and withal tdb him his poqioieto pi»- 
cue hb liberty by ramom ; lastly, that this fieaat was ptoelainied 
by the miistines as a day of thanksgiving for their detiTetanee 
Ami the hands of Sanson, wiiieh yet more traabhslMa. Mannh 
then departs to prosecute his cndeavow with the FhilistiiBe kida 
for Samson's redemption; who in the meanwhile is Tisited by 
other persons ; and lastly by a public officer to require his com- 
ing to dbe feast before the lords and people, to phy.or show his 
strengtfi in tbdr pr es e nce ; heat first refoses,difinissin|r the po^ 
lie ofltoer with absolute denial to come; at length, persuaded iiw 
wardly that this was from God, he yields to go along with him, 
who came now the seeond time with gmt threatenii^ to fetch 
him : The Chorus yet remaining on the pbice, Manoah returns 
full of joyful hope, to proeure ere long his son*s deliverance : in 
the midst of which diseoum a Helwew comes in fanste, confusedly 
at first, and afterward more distinctly, rebting the catastrophe, 
what Samson had done to the Philistines, and by accident to him- 
self; wherewith the tragedy ends. 
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THE PERSONS. 



Samioa. I Haraphatf^ Gof/i. 

Muioah, the Fatber ^ \ PiAkc Officer. 

Sanuen, I Mettenffcr. 

UtAibiithU mfe. | Chorus if Danitet, 

The Scene before tfte Prinn in Ow». 



Sanuon, [attendant leading him.] 

A LITTLE onward lend thy guiding hand 
To these dark steps, a little further on ; 
For yonder bank hath choice of sun or shade : 
There I am wont to sit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my task of servile toil. 
Daily* in the common prison else enjoin*d me. 
Where I, a prisoner chsdn'd, scarce freely draw 
The air imprisoned also, close and damp, 
Unwholesome draught : but here I feel amends. 
The breath of Heaven fresh blowing, pure and sweet. 
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With dAy<«pring born; here leave me to respire. — 

This day a Bolenm feast the people hold 

To Dagon their sea-idol, and foibid 

Laborious works ; unwillingly this rest 

Their superstition yields me ; hence with leave 

Retiring from the popular noise, I seek 

This unfrequented place to find some ease. 

Ease to the body some, none to the mind 

From restless thoughts, that, like a deadly swann 

Of hornets arm*d, no sooner found alone. 

But rash upon me thronging, and present 

Times past, what once I was, and what am now. 

O, wherefore was my birih from Heaven foretold 

Twice by an Angel, who at last in sight 

Of both my parents all in flames ascended 

From off the altar, where an offering bum'd. 

As in a fiery column charioting 

His godlike presence, and from some great act 

Or benefit reveal'd to Abraham's race ? 

Why was my breeding order'd and prescrib'd 

As of a person separate to God, 

BesignM for great exploits ; if I must die 

Betray'd, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out. 

Made of my enemies the scorn and gaze ; 

To grind in brazen fetters under task 

With this heaven-gifted strength ? O glorious 

Put to the labour of a beast, debas'd. [strength. 

Lower than bond slave ! Promise was that 1 

Should Israel from Philistian yoke deliver ; 

Ask for this great deliverer now, and find him 

Eyeless in Gaza at the mill with slaves. 

Himself in bonds under Philistian yoke. 

Yet stay, let me not rashly call in doubt 

Divine prediction ; what if all foretold 
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Had been futtiU'd but tbrougb mine own default^ 

Whom have I to complain of but myself P 

Who this high g^ of strength committed to me. 

In what part lodg'd, how easily bereft me. 

Under the seal of silence could not keep. 

But' weakly to a woman must reveal it, 

O'ercome with importunity and tears. 

O impotence of mind in body strong ! 

But what is strength without a double j^hare 

Of wisdom ? vast, unwieldy, burdensome. 

Proudly secure, yet liable to fall 

By weakest subtleties, not made to rule. 

But to subserve where wisdom bears command ! 

God, when he gave me strength, to show withal 

How slight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 

But peace, I must not quarrel with the will 

Of highest dispensation, which herein 

Haply had ends above my reach to know ; 

Suffices that to me strength is my bane. 

And proves the source of all my miseries : 

So many, and so huge, that each apart 

Would ask a life to wail ; but chief of all, 

O loss of sight, of thee I most compliun I 

Blind among enemies, O worse than chains. 

Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age ! 

light, the prime work of God, to me' is exdnct. 

And all her various objects of delight 

Annulled, which might in part my grief have eas'd. 

Inferior to the vilest now become 

Of man or worm ; the vilest here excel me; 

They creep, yet see ; I, dark in light, expos'd 

To daily fimud, conten^t, abuse, and wrong. 

Within doors, or without, still as a fool. 

In power of others, never in my own ; 
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Sctfce half I seem to live» dead mme than half. 

O dark, dark^ daik* amid the blaze of noon, 

Inecorenbly dark, total eclipse 

Withoat aU hope of day ! 

O first created Beam, and thou, great Word, 

* Let thei« light, and light was over all ;' 

Why am I thus bereaved thy prime decree ^ 

The sun to me is dark 

And mlent as the moon. 

When she deserts the lught. 

Hid in her vacant interiunar cave. 

Since light so necessary is to life, 

And almost life itself, if it be true 

That light is in the soul. 

She all in every part ; why was the aght 

To such a tender ball as the eye confin'd. 

So obvious and so easy to be quench'd ; 

And not, as feeling, through all parts djfTus'd, 

That she nught look at will through every pore 

Then had I not been thus ezil'd from light. 

As in the land of darkness, yet in light. 

To live a life half dead, a living death. 

And buried { but, O yet more miserable ! 

Myself my sepulchre, a moving gmve ; 

Buried, yet not exempt. 

By privilege of death and burial. 

From worst of other evils, pains and wrongs ; 

But made hereby obnoxious more 

To all the miseries of life. 

Life in captivity 

Among inhuman foes. 

But who are these? for with joint pace I hear 

The tread of many feet steering this way ; 

Perhaps my enemies^ who come to stare 
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At my affliction, and perhaps to* insult. 
Their daily practice to afflict me more. 

GHOBUS. 

Chor. This, this is he ; sofUy awhile, 
Let us not break in upon him ; 
O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 
See how he lies at random, carelessly diffus'd. 
With languish'd head unprop'd. 
As one past hope, abandoned. 
And by himself gpiven over ; 
In slavish habit, ill-fitted weeds 
O'erworn and soil'd ; 

Or do my eyes misrepresent ? Can this be he. 
That heroic, that renown'd. 

Irresistible Samson ? whom unarm'd [withstand ; 
No strength of man, or fiercest wild beast, could 
Who tore the lion, as the Hon tears the kid ; 
Ran on embattled armies clad in iron ; 
And, weaponless himself. 
Made arms ridiculous, useless the forgery 
Of brazen shield and spear, the hammer'd cuirass, 
Chalybean tempered steel, and frock of mail 
Adamant^an proof? 
But safest he who stood aloof. 
When insupportably his foot advancM, 
In scorn of their pir>ud arms and warlike tools, 
Spum'd them to death by troops. The bold 

Ascalonite 
Fled from his lion ramp ; old warriors tutn'd 
Their plated backs under his heel ; 
Or grovelling, soil'd their crested helmets in the dust. 
Then with what trivial wei^on came to hand. 
The jaw of a dead afls, his sword of bone^ 
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A thoasand foreskins fell, the flower of Palestine, 

In Rameth-lechi, famous to this day. 

Then by main force pull'd up, and on his shoulders 

The gates of Azza, post and massy bar, [bore 

Up to the hill by Hebron, seat of gmsts old. 

No journey of a sabbath-day, and loaded so ; 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heaven. 

Which shall I first bewail. 

Thy bondage or lost sight. 

Prison within prison 

Inseparably dark ? 

Thou art become (O worst imprisonment!) 

The dungeon of thyself ; thy soul, [plain,) 

(Which men enjoying sight oft without cause com- 

Imprison'd now indeed. 

In real darkness of the body dwells. 

Shut up from outward light 

To' incorporate with gloomy night ; 

For inward light, alas \ 

Puts forth no visual beam. 

O mirror of our fickle state. 

Since man on earth unparaUel'd ! 

The rarer thy example stands. 

By how much from the top of wondrous gloiy , 

Strongest of mortal men. 

To lowest pitch of abject fortune thou art fallen. 

For him I reckon not in high estjlte 

Whom long descent of birtii. 

Or the' sphere of fortune, raises ; 

But thee whose strength, while virtue was her mate. 

Might have subdued the earth. 

Universally crown'd with highest praises. 

Santa, I hear the sound of words ; their sense the 
Dissolves unjointed ere it reach my car. [air 
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Chor. He Bpeaks, let us draw nigh. Matddess in 
The glory late of larael, now the grief ; [mighl^ 
We come, thy friends and neighboun not unknown^ 
From Efihtaol and Zoia's fruitful vale. 
To Tkit or bewail thee ; or, if better, 
Coansel or consolation we may bring, 
Salve to thy sores ; apt words have power to 'suage 
The tomoors of a troubled imnd. 
And are as bahn to fester'd wounds. [\eaan 

Sams. Your coming, Friends, revives me ; for I 
Now of my own experience, not by talk. 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their superseription, (of the most 
I would be understood :) in prosperous days 
They swarm, but in adv4Srse withdraw their head. 
Not to be found, though sought. Ye see, O Friends, 
How many evils have enclos'd me round ; 
Yet that which was the worst now least afflicts me. 
Blindness ; for had I sight, conius'd with shame. 
How could I once look up, or heave the head. 
Who, like a foolish pilot, have shipwreckM 
My vessel tnisted to me from above. 
Gloriously rigged; and for a word, a tear. 
Fool ! have divulged the secret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ! tell me. Friends, 
Am I not sung and proveri^'d for a fool 
In every street ? do they not say, how well 
Are come upon him his deserts ? yet why ? 
Immeasureable streng^ they might behold 
In me, of wisdom nothing more than mean ; 
Thb with the other should, at leasts have pair'd. 
These two, proportion^ ill, drove me transverse. 

Chor. Tax not divine disposal ; wisest men 
Have en'dy and by bad women been deceived ; 
Kk 
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And shall agftb, pretend they ne'er so ^s^. 
Deject not then so ovennuch thyself 
Who hast of sorrow thy full load beades : 
Yet truth to say, I oft have heard men w(»ider 
Why thou shouldst wed Philistian women rather 
Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair. 
At least of thy own nation, and as noble. 

Samt. The first I saw at Timna, and she pleas'd 
Me, not my parents, that I songht to wed. 
The daughter of an infidel : they knew not 
That what I motion'd was of God ; I knew 
From intimate impulse, and therefore uig'd 
The marriage on ; that by occasion hence 
I might beg^n Israel's defiyerance. 
The work to which I was divinely call'd. 
She proving false, the next I took to wife 
(O that I never had ! fond wish too late) 
Was in the vale of Sorec, Dalila, 
That spedous monster, my accomplish'd snare. 
I thought it lawful from my former act. 
And the same end ; still watching to oppress 
Israel's oppressors : of what now I suffer 
She was not the prime cause, but I myself. 
Who, vanquish'd with a peal of words, (O weakness!) 
Ciave up my fort of alence to a woman. 

Chor. In seeking just occasion to provoke 
The Philistine, thy country's enemy. 
Thou never wast amiss, I bear .thee witness : 
Yet Israel still serves with all his sons. 

Sams. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On Israel's governors and heads of tribes. 
Who, seeing those great acts which God had done 
Singly by me against their conquerors, 
Acknowledg'd not, or not at all consider'd 
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Deliverance offer'd : I on the* other side 

Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds ; [doer : 

The deeds themselves, though mute, spoke loud the 

But they persisted deaf, and would not seem 

To count them things worth notice, till at length 

Their lords the Philistines with gather'd powers 

Enter'd Judea seeking me, who then 

Safe to the rock of Etham was retir'd ; 

Not flying, but fore-casting in what place 

To set upon them, what advantag'd best : 

Meanwhile the men of Judah, to prevent 

The harass of their land, beset me round; 

I willingly on some conditions came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 

To the uncircumcis'd a welcome prey, 

Bound with two cords ; but cords to me were threads 

Touch'd with the flame: on their whole host I flew 

Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon feU'd 

Their choicest youth ; they only liv'd who fled. 

Had Judah that day join'd, or one whole tribe. 

They had by this possess'd the towers of Gath^ 

And lorded over them whom they now^erve ; 

But what more oft in nations grown corrupt. 

And by their vices brought to servitude. 

Than to love bondage more than liberty^ 

Bondage with ease than strenuous liberty ; 

And to despise, or envy, or suspect 

Whom God hath of his special favour rais'd 

As their deliverer ? if he aught begin. 

How frequent to desert him, and at last 

To heap ing^titude on worthiest deeds ? 

Chor, Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Succoth and the fort of Penuel 
Their great delivere? contemn*d. 
The matchless Gideon, in pursuit 
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Of Maclian and her yanquuh'd kings : 
And bow ungrateful Ei^&raim 
Had dealt with Jephtha, who by argumeiity 
Not worse tliaa by his riiield and spear^ 
Defended Israel from the Ammonite, 
Had not his prowess quell'd their pride 
In that sore battle, when so many died 
Without reprieTe, adjudg'd to death, 
For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Sams. Of such examples add me to the roll ; 
Me easily indeed mine may neglect. 
But God's propos'd deliverance not so. 

Chor. Just are the ways of God, 
And justifiable to men ; 
' Unless there be, who think not God at all : 
If any be, they walk obscure ; 
For of such doctrine never was there school, 
But the heart of the fool, 
And no man therein doctor but hunself. 

Yet more there be, who doubt his ways not just. 
As to his own edicts found contradicting. 
Then give t)ie reins to wandering thought, 
Reg^ardless of his glory's diminution i 
Till, by their own perpleadties involv'd. 
They ravel more, still less resolv'd. 
But never find self-satisfying solution. 

As if they would confine the' Interminable, 
And tie him to his own prescript, 
"Who^nade our laws to bind us, not himaelf. 
And hath full right to' exempt 
Whom so it pleases him by choice 
From national obstriction, without taint 
Of sin, or legal debt ; 
For with his own Jaws he can liest dispense. 

••- --fiould not else, who never wanted means, 
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Nor in respect of the' enemy just cause. 

To set Ids people free, 

Have prompted this heroic Nazarite, 

Agidnst his vow of strictest purity. 

To seek in marriage that fallacious bride. 

Unclean, unchaste. 

Down,, reason, then ; at least, vsun reasoiungs. 
Though reason here aver, [down ; 

That moral verdict quits her of unclean : 
Unchaste was subsequent, her stain not his. 

But see here comes thy reverend Sire 
With careful step, locks white as down. 
Old Manoah : advise 
Forthwith how thou ought'st to receive him. 

Sams. Ay me ! another inward grief, awak'd 
With mention of that name, renews the' assault 

Enter Manoah. 

Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for such ye seem. 
Though in this uncouth place ; if old respect. 
As I suppose, tow'rds your once gloried friend. 
My son, now captive, hither hath inform'd 
Your younger feet, while mine cast back with age 
Came lagging after, ; say, if he be here. 

Chor. As signal now in low dejected state. 
As erst in highest, behold him where he lies. 

Mian. O miserable change ! is this the man. 
That invincible Samson, far renown'd. 
The dread of Israel's foes, who with a strength 
Equivalent to Angels walk'd their streets. 
None offering fight ; who nngle combatant 
Buell'd their armies rank'd in proud array. 
Himself an army, now unequal match 
To save himsell against a coward arm'd 
Kk2 
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At one ipeaHi length. O ever-failing tnutr 

In mortal strength ! and oh! what not in man 

Deceivable and vain ? Nay, what thing good 

Pray'd for, bat often proyea our woe, our bane ? 

I pray'd for children, and thought bairenneaa 

In wedlock a reproach : I gain'd a aon. 

And auch a son as all men hail'd me happy ^-^ 

Who would be now a fiither in my stead ? 

O wherefore did God grant me my requeat. 

And as a bleaaing with auch pomp adom'd ? 

Why are hia gifta denrable^ to tempt 

Our eameat prvfen* then, gtren with aolemn hand 

As graces, draw a scorpion's tail behind f 

For this did the' Angel twice descend i for this 

Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of & plant 

Select and sacred, glofious for a while* 

The miracle of men ; then in an hour 

Ensnar'd, aasaulted, overcome, led bound. 

Thy fbea' derision, captive, poor and blind. 

Into a dungeon thrust, to work with alavea ? 

Alas ! methinks whom God hath chosen once 

To worthieat deeds, if he through frailty err. 

He should not so o'erwhelm, and as a thrall 

Subject him to so foul indignities. 

Be' it but for honour^s sake of fimner deeds. 

Sofiu. Appoint not heavenly disposition. Father ; 
Nothing of all theae evils hath befall'n me 
But justly : I myself have brought them on. 
Sole author I, sole cause : if aught aeem vile. 
As vile hath been my folly, who hftve pro&n'd 
The mystery of Qod given me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithless enemy. 
This well I knew, nor was at all surpris'd. 
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Bat wam'd by oft experience : did not she 

Of Timna first betray me, and reveal 

The secret wrested from me in her height 

Of nuptial love profess'd, canying it strdght 

To them who had corrupted her, my spies, 

And rivals f In this other was there found 

More faith, who also in her prime of love. 

Spousal embraces, vitiated with gold, 

Though offer'd only, by the scent conceiv*d 

Her spurious first-bom, treason against me f 

Thrice she assay'd with flattering prayers and sighs. 

And amorous reproaches, to win from me 

My capital secret, in what part my strength 

Lay stor'd, in what part summ'd, that she might 

Thrice I deluded her, and tum'd to sport [know ; 

Her importunity, each time perceiving 

How openly, and with what impudence 

She purposed to betray me, and (which was worse 

Than undissembled hate) with what contempt 

She sought to make me traitor to myself; 

Yet the fourth time, when, mustering all her ^es, 

With blandish'd parleys, feminine assaults, 

Tongue-batteries, she surceas'd not, day nor night,- 

To storm me over-watch'd, and wearied out ; 

At times when men seek most repose and rest, 

I yielded, and unlocked her all ray heart, 

who, with a grain of manhood well resolved. 

Might easily have shook off all her snares : 

But foul effeminancy held me yok'd 

Her bond-slave ; O indignity, O blot 

To honour and religion ! servile nund 

Rewarded well with servile punishment ! 

The base deg^ree to which I now am fall'n, 

These ragSy this grinding is not yet so base 
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As was my former servitude, ignoble. 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 
True slaveiy, and that blindness worse than this. 
That saw not how degenerately I serv'd. 

Man. I cannot praise thy marriage-choices, Soiv 
Bather approved them not ; but thou didst plead 
Divine impulsion prompting how thouxmght'st 
Find some occasion to infest our foes. 
I state not t^at ; this I am sure, our foes 
Found soon occasion thereby to make thee 
Their captive, and their triumph ; thou the sooner 
Temptation found'st, or over-potent charms. 
To violate the sacred trust of silence 
Deposited within thee ; which to' have kept 
Tacit was in thy power ; true; and thou bear'st 
Enough, and more, the burden of that fault; 
Bitterly hast thou paid, and still art papng. 
That rigid score. A worse thing yet remains : 
This day the Pliilistines a popular feast 
Here celebrate in Gaza ; and proclaim 
Great pomp, and sacrifice, and prsuses loud 
To Dagon, as their God who hath deliver'd 
Thee, Samson, bound and blind into their hands. 
Them out of thine, who slew'st them many a slain. 
So Dagon shall be magnified, and God, 
Besides whom is no God, comparM with idols, 
Disgloriiied, blasphemed, and had in scorn 
By the' idolatrous rout amidst their wine ; 
Which to have come to pass by means of thee» 
Samson, of all thy sufferings think the heaviest. 
Of all reproach die most with shame that ever 
Could have befall'n thee and thy father's house. 

Sams. Father, I do acknowledge and confess 
7hat I this honour, I this pomp, have brought 
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To Dagon, and advanc'd his praises high 
Among the heathen round : to God have brought 
Dishonour, obloquy, and op'd the mouths 
Of idolists and atheists ; have brought scandal 
To Israel, diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propense enough before 
To waver, or fall off and join with idols ; 
Which is my chief affliction, shame and sorrow, 
The anguish of my soul, that suifers not 
Mine eye to harbour sleep, or thoughts to rest 
This only hope relieves me, that the strife 
With me hath end ; all the coni^st is now 
'Twist God and Dagon ; Dagon hath presum'd. 
Me overthrown, to enter lists with God, 
His deity comparing and preferring 
Before tiie God of Abraham. He, be sure, 
Will not connive or linger, thus provok'd. 
But will arise, and his great name assert : 
Dagon must stoop, and. shall ere long receive 
Such a discomfit, as shall quite despoil him 
Of all these boasted trophies won on me. 
And with confusion blank his worshippers. 

Man. With cause this hope relievesthee, and these 
I as a prophecy receive ; for God, [words 

Nothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the gloiy of his name 
Against all competition^ nor will long 
Endure it doubtful whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagon. But for thee what shall be done ? 
Thou must not, in the meanwhile here fot*got^ 
Lie in this miserable loathsome plight. 
Neglected. I already have made way 
To some Pfailistian lords, with whom to treat 
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About thy nuuom : well they may by this 
Have satisfied their utmost (^revenge 
By pains and slayeries, worse than death, in^cted 
On thee, who now no more canst do them harm. 

Sanu. Spare that proposal, Father; spare the 
Of that solicitation ; let me here, [trouble 

As 1 deserve, pay on my punishment ; 
And expiate, \£ possible, my crime. 
Shameful g^arrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the secrets of a friend. 
How heinous had the fact been, how deserving 
Contempt and scorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendship, and avoided as a blab. 
The mark of fool set on his front ? but I 
God's counsel have not kept, his holy secret 
Presumptuously have publish'd, impiously, 
Weakly at least, and shamefully ; a sin 
That Gentiles in their parables condemn 
To their abyss and horrid pains confin'd. 

Man. Be penitent, and for ihy fault contrite ^ 
But act not in thy own affliction. Son : 
Repent the sin ; but, if the punishment 
Thou canst avoid, self-preservation bids ; 
Or the execution leave to high disposal. 
And let another hand, not thine, exact 
Thy penal forfeit from thyself: perhaps 
God will relent, and 'q\ut thee all his debt ; 
Who ever more approves, and more accepts, 
(Best pleas'd with humble and filial submission,) 
Him, who, imploring mercy, sues for life. 
Than who, self-rigporous, chooses death as due ; 
Which argues over-just, and self-displeas'd 
For self-offence, more than for God offended* 



d by Google 



SAMflON AeONISTES* 389 

Reject not then what offer'd means ; who knows 
But God hath set beforcfus, to return thee 
Home to thy country and his sacred house, 
Where thou may'st bring thy offerings, to avert 
His further ire, with prayers and vows renew'd ? 

SatM. His pardon I implore ; but as for life. 
To what end should I seek it ? when in strength 
All mortals I excelled, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage, and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from Heaven foretold, and high exploits, 
FuU of divine instinct, after some proof 
Of acts indeed heroic, far beyond 
The sons of Anak, famous now and blaz'd. 
Fearless of danger, like a petty god 
I walk'd about, admir'd of all and dreaded. 
On hostile ground, none daring my affront. 
Then swoU'n with pride into the snare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains, I 

Soften'd with pleasure and voluptuous life ; I 

At leng^ to lay my head and hallow'd pledge 
Of all my strength in the lascivious lap 
Of a deceitful concubine, who shore me 
Like a tame wether, aU my precious fleece. 
Then tum'd me out ridiculous, despoil'd. 
Shaven, and disarm'd among mine enemies. 

Chor. Desire of wine and all delicious drinks. 
Which many a famous warrior overturns, 
Thou couldst repress ; nor did the dancing ruby j 

Sparkling, out-pour'd, the flavour, or the smell, I 

Or taste that cheers the heart of gods and men. 
Allure thee from the cool crystalline stream. | 

Sanu, Wherever fountain or fresh current flowed 
Against the eastern ray, translucent, pure ! 

With touch ethereal of Heaven's fiery rod. 
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I dnnk, from the dew milky juice aBiying 
Thint, and refreah'd ; nor enyied them the gnpe 
Whose heads that tmbulent liquor fiOt with fasaeg. 

Chur, O madnen^ to think uie of strongest wines 
And strongest drinks our chief support of heiith. 
When God, with these fbrbidd'n, mwle choice to tear 
His mighty dumpion, strong shore coa^Mic^ 
Whose drink was only from the liquid brook. 

Soma. But what avaiPd this temperance, not 
Agfainst another object more entidng ? [eomplete 
What boots it at one gate to make defence. 
And at another to let in the foe, 
Effeminately Tsnquish'd f by wfaicb means. 
Now blind, ^tishearten'd, ^am'd, diskonsnr'^ 
To what can I be useful, wherein serve [qoeiPd^ 
My nation, and the wofk from Heaven imposed. 
But to sit idle on the housebdd hesi^ 
A burdenous drone ; to visitants a gaae^ 
Or pitied object, these redundant locks 
Robustious to no purpose clustering down. 
Vain monument of strength ; till length of yean 
And sedentary numbness craze my Bmbs 
To a contemptible old age obscure ? 
Here rather let me dro^^, and earn my bread ; 
Till vermin, or the draff of servile food. 
Consume me, and ofi-invocated death 
Hasten the welcome end of all my pains. [gift 

Man. Wihthou then serve the Philistines with that 
Wluch was expressly given thee to annoy them ? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, unemploy'd, with age outworn ; 
But God, who caus'd a fountain at thy pn^er 
From the dry ground to spring, thy thirst to* alla)" 
After the bnmt of battle^ can as easy 
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Wherewith to serre hhD better than thou hast; 
And I persuade me so ; why else this strength 
Miraculous yet Teaiaining> in those locks ? 
His might continues in thee not for ncmgfat. 
Nor shall his wondrous gifts be frustrate thus. 

Sanu. All otherwise to me my thoughts portend. 
That these dark orbs no more riball treat with fight. 
Nor the' other light of life continue long^ 
But yield to double daifaiess nigh at hand : 
So much I feel my genial spirits droop. 
My hopes all flat. Nature witiun me seems 
In all her functions weazy of herself; 
My race of gloiy run, and race of shame. 
And I shall shortly be with them that rest 

Mem. Believe notthese sugge8tions,which proceed 
From anguish <^the mind, and humours black. 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Must not omit a fitther's timely care 
To prosecute the means of thy defiverance 
By ransom, or how else : meanwhile be cahn. 
And healing words fiom these thy friends admit 

[ExU* 

SantM. O that torment should not be confin'd 
To the bod3r's wounds and sore% 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, breast, ind reins ; 
But must secret passage find 
To the' inmost mind. 
There exercise all his fierce accidentB, 
And on her purest spiiits prey. 
As on entrails, joints, and limbs. 
With answenJ>le pains, but more intense, 
Thou^ void of coiporeal sense. 

My grieft not only pain me 

1,1 I 

Digitized by Google J 



392 BAM90S AOOSISTM. 

As a lingeruig disease. 

But, finding no redress, fennent and rage ; 

Nor less tluui wounds immedicable 

Rankle, and fester, and gangrene. 

To black mortification. 

Thoughts, my tormentors, ann'd with deadly Btings, 

Mangle my i^prehensiye tendereat psrts, 

Exasperate, exulcerate, and nuse 

Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 

Or med'cinal liquor can assuage. 

Nor breath of remal ur from snowy Alp. 

Sleep hath forsook and given me o^er 

To death's benumbing opium as my only cure : 

Thence fidntings, swooiungs of despair. 

And sense of Heaven's desertion. 

I was his nursling once, and choice delight. 
His destin'd from the womb, 
Ptomis'd by heavenly message twice descending. 
Under Ids special eye 
Abstemious I grew up, and thriv'd amain; 
He led me on to mightiest deeds. 
Above the nerve of mortal arm. 
Against the' uncircumcis'd, our enemies : 
But now hath cast me off as never known. 
And to those cruel enemies. 
Whom I by his appointment had provok'd. 
Left me Ul helpless with the' irreparable loss 
Of ught, reserv'd alive to be repeated 
The subject of their cruelty or scorn. 
Nor am I in the list of them that hope ; 
Hopeless are all my evils, all remediless : 
This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard. 
No long petition, speedy death. 
The close of all my miseries, and the balm. 

Chor. Many are the sayings of the wise. 
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In ancient and in modern boolcs inroU'd, 

Extolling ifttience as the truest fortitude ; 

And to the bearing well of all calamities, 

All chances incident to man's frail life, 

Consolatories writ 

With studied argument,and much persuasion sought 

Lenient of grief and anxious thought : 

But with the' afflicted in his pangs their sound 

Little prevails, or rather seems a tune 

Harsh and of dissonant mood from his complaint ; 

Unless he feel within 

Some source of consolation from above. 

Secret refreshings, that repair his strength. 

And fainting spirits uphold. 

God of our fathers, what is man ! 
That thou towards him with hand so various. 
Or might I say contrarious, 

Temper'st thy providence through his short course. 
Not evenly, as thou rul'st 
The' angelic orders, and inferior creatures mute, 
Irrational and brute. 
Nor do I name of men the common rout, 
That wandering loose about 
Grow up and perish, as the summer-fly. 
Heads without name no more remembei'd ; 
But such as thou hast solemnly elected. 
With gifts and graces eminently' adom'd. 
To some great work, thy glory. 
And people's safety, which in part the}^' effect : 
Yet toward these tlius dignified, thou oft^ 
Amidst their height of noon, [regard 

Changest thy countenance, and thy hand, with no 
Of highest favours past 
From thee on them, or them to thee of service. 
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Nor oidy dott degnde tbem, or remit 
To life obscured, which were a lair diflnknoiiy 
But throw'st them lower than thoa didat exalt tlfem 
Unieemly falls in human eye, [higb^ 

Too grieTOUs for the treapaas or onuanoo ; 
Oft leaT'at them to the hoatilc aword 
Of heathen and profime, their ciacaaiea 
To doga and fbwla a prey» or elae captfv'd ; 
Or to the' unjust tribunals, under change of timesy 
And condemnation of the* ingratefiil maltitude. 
If these they 'scape, perhaps in poverty 
With flickneas and diseaae thou bowVt them down. 
Painful diseases and deforra'd» 
In cnide old age ; 

Thou^ not disordinate, yet causeless sofieiing 
The punishment of dissolute days : in fine. 
Just, or unjust, alike seem miserable. 
For oft alike both come to evil end. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious cfaamfnon. 
The image of thy strength, and mighty minister. 
What do I beg ? how hast thou dealt already ? 
Behold him in this state calamitous, and turn 
EQs labours, for thou canst, to peaceful end.-— 

But who ia thia, what thing of sea or land ^ 
Female of sex it seems. 
That so bedeck'd, ornate, and gay. 
Comes this way siuling 
like a stately ship 
Of Tarsus, bound for the' isles 
Of Javan or Gadire, 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim. 
Sails fiU'd, and streamers waving, 
Courted by all the winds that hdd them play. 
An amber scent of odorous perfume 
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Her harbinger, a damsel train behind ; 
Some rich Philistian matron she may seem ; 
And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila, thy wife. [near me. 

Sams, My wife ! my traitress ! let her not come 
Chor. Yet on she moves, now stands and eyes 
thee fix'd. 
About to' have spoke ; but now, with head declin'di 
Like a fair flower surcharg'd with dew, she weeps. 
And words address'd seem into tears dissdv'd. 
Wetting the borders of her silken veil : 
But now again she makes address to speak. 

BrOer Dalila. 

JDaL l¥ith doubtful feet and wavering resolution 
I came, still dreading thy displeasure, Samson, 
Which to have merited, without excuse, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; yet, if tears 
May expiate, (though the fiict more evil drew 
In the perverse event than I foresaw,) 
My penance hath not slacken'd, though my pardon 
No way assured. But conjugal aifection. 
Prevailing over fear and timorous doubt. 
Hath led me on, desirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy estate. 
If aught in my ability may serve 
To tig)iten what thou suffer'st, and appease 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power. 
Though late, yet in some part to recompense 
My rash, but more unfortunate, misdeed. 

Sam8. Out, out, hyea»! these are thy wonted arts. 
And arts of every woman false like thee. 
To break all futh> all vows, deceive, betray. 
Then as repentant to submit, beseech, 
l12 
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And reconcilement move with feign'd remone. 
Confess, and promise wondeis in her chan^ ; 
Not truly penitent, but chief to try 
Her husband, how far urg'd his patience bears. 
His Yiitae' or weakness which way to assail : 
Then with more cautious and instructed sldll 
Ag>ain transgresses, and again submits ; 
That wisest and best men, full oft beguiled* 
With goodness principled not to reject 
The penitent, but ever to forgive. 
Are drawn to wear out miserable days. 
Entangled with a poisonous bosom snake. 
If not by quick destruction soon cut off. 
As I by thee, to ages an examfrfe. 

DaL Yet hear me, Samson ; not that I endestvoor 
To lessen or extemiate my offence. 
But that on the' other aide, if it be weigh'd 
By* itself, with aggravations not suxcfaaig'd. 
Or else with just allowance counterpois'd» 
I may, if possible, thy pardoa find. 
The easier towards me, or thy hatred leas. 
First granting, as I do^ it was a weakness 
In me, but incident to all our sex^ 
Curiosity, inqmsitive, importune 
Of secrets, then with like infirmity 
To publish them, both commwi female faults : 
Was it not weakness also to make known 
For importunity, that is for nought. 
Wherein consisted all thy strength and safety ? 
To what I did thou show'dst me first the way. 
Bat 1 to enemies reveal'd, anc^ahouM not ; 
Nor shouldst thou have trusted that to woman's 
Ere I to thee, thou to thyself wast cruel, [feailty : 
Let weakness then with weaknsm come to p«ile« 
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Thine fotfp^ye mine ; that men may censiure thine 
The gentler, if severely thou exact not 
Mo|p streng^ from me than in thyself was found. 
And what if love, ¥^ch thou interprefst hate. 
The jealousy of love, powerful of away 
In human hearts, nor less in mind towards thee, 
Caus'd what I did P I saw thee mutable 
Of fancy, fear'd lest one day thou wouldst leave me 
As her at Tinuu, sdught by* all meai» therefcnre 
How to endear, and hold thee to me firmest : 
No better way I saw than by impdrtuning 
To learn tliy secrets, get into my power 
Thy key of strength and safety : thou wiH say. 
Why then reveal'd ? I was assur'd by those 
Who tempted me, that nothing was designed 
Against thee but safe custody, and hold : 
That made for me ; I knew that liberty 
Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprises. 
While I at home sat full of cares and (ears, 
Wuling thy absence in my widow'd bed ; 
Here I should still enjoy thee day and night. 
Mine and love's prisoner, not the Philistsnes', 
Whole to myself, unhazarded abroad, 
Feariess at home of partners in my love. 
These reasons in love's law have pass'd for good, 
Though fond and reasonless to some perhaps ; 
And love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe. 
Yet always pity* or pardon hath obtain'd. 
Be not unlike all others, not austere 
As thou art strong, inflexible as steel. 
If thou in strength all mortala dost exceed, 
In uncompassionate anger do not so. 
Sana* How cunningly the sercereia ^spliqrB 
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Her own tnntgfrewidns, to upbndd me mine ! 

That malice, not repentance, brought thee hither, 

Bj this appears : I gave, thou say'st, the* example, 

I led the way ; bitter reproach, but true ; « 

I to myself was false ere thou to me ; 

Such pardon therefore as I give my folly, 

Take to thy wicked deed ; which when thou seest 

Impartial, self-severe, inexorable. 

Thou wilt renounce thy seeking, and much rather 

Confess it feign'd : weakness is thy excuse. 

And I believe it ; weakness to resist 

Philistian gold : if weakness may excuse. 

What muxderer, what traitor, parricide. 

Incestuous, sacrilegious, but may plead it ? 

All wickedness is weakness : that plea therefore . 

"With God or man will gain thee no remission. 

But love constrain'd thee ; call it furious rage 

To satisfy thy lust : love seeks to' have love ; 

My love how couldstthou hope, who took'st the way 

To raise in me inexpiable hate. 

Knowing, as needs I must, by thee betray'd ? 

In vun thou striv'st to cover shame with shame. 

Or by evasions thy crime uncover*st more. 

DcU. Since thou determin'st weakness for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy' own condemning, 
Hear what assaults I had, what snares besides. 
What sieges girt me round, ere I consented ; 
Which might have aw'd the best^resolv'd of men. 
The constantest, to' have yielded without blame. 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'st. 
That wrought with me: thou know'st the, magistrates 
And princes of my country came in penon. 
Solicited, commanded, threaten'd, urg'd, 
Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty 
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And of religion, press'd-how just it was. 

How honourable, how glorious to' entrap 

A common enemy, who had destroyed 

Such numbers of our nation : and Uie priest 

Was not behind, but ever at my ear. 

Preaching how meritorious with the g^ods 

It would be to ensnare an irreligious 

Dishonourer of Dagon : what had I 

To' oppose against such powerful arguments ? 

Only my love of thee held long debate, 

And combated in silence all these reasons 

With hard contest : at length that grounded maxim. 

So rife and celebrated in the mouths 

Of wisest men, that to the public good 

Private respects must yield, with grave authority 

Took full possession cf me, and prevail'd ; 

Virtue, as I thought, truth, duty, so enjoining. 

Sams. I thought where all thy circling wiles would 
In feign'd religion, smooth hypocrisy ! [end ; 

But had tiiy love, still odiously pretended. 
Been, as it ought, sincere, it woiUdhave taught thee 
Far other reasonings, brought forth other deeds. 
I, before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation, chose thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou knew'st ; 
Too well ; unbosom'd all my secrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, but overpowered 
By thy request, who could deny thee nothing ; 
Yet now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 
Didst thou at first receive me for thy husband, 
Then, as since then, thy country's foe profess'd ? 
Being once a wife, for me thou wast to leave 
Parents and country ; nor was I their subject. 
Nor under their protection but my own, 
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Thou mine, not theirs ; if angfat against my life 

Thy countiy sought of thee, it sought unjustly. 

Against the law of nature, law of nations ; 

No more thy countiy, but an impious crew 

Of men conspiring to uphold their state 

By worse than hostile deeds, violiiting the ends 

For which our countiy is a name so dear ; 

Not therefore to be* obey'd. But zeal mov'd thee; 

To please thy gods thou didst it ; gtxls, unable * 

To' acquit themselves and prosecute their foes 

But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 

Of their own deity, gods cannot be ; 

Less therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fear'd. 

These false pretexts and yamish'd colours fuling. 

Bare in thy guilt, how foul must thou appear ? 

JkU. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the wone, whatever be her cause. 

Sanu, For want of words no doubt, or lack of 
breath; 
Witness when I was worried with thy peals. 

DaL I was a fool, too rash, and quite mistaken 
In what I thought would have succeeded beat. 
Let me obtain forgiveness c^thee, Samson ; 
Afford me place to show what recompense 
Towards thee* I intend for what I have misdoiie. 
Misguided ; only what remains past cure 
Bear not too sensibly, nor still insist 
To* afflict thyself in vain : though si^t be los^ 
life yet hath many solaces, enjoy'd 
Where other senses want not their delights 
At home in leisure and domestic ease. 
Exempt from many a care and chance, to which 
Eye-sight exposes daily men abroad. 
I to the lords will intercede^ not doubting 
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Their favourable ear» that I may fetch thee 

From forth this loathsome prison-house, to' abide 

With me, where my redoubled love and care 

With nursing diHgence, to me glad office. 

May ever tend about thee to old age 

With all things grateful cheer'd, and so supplied. 

That, what by me thou'hast lost, thou least shalt xmss. 

Sams. No, no ; of my condition take no care ; 
It fits not ; thou and I long since are twain : 
Nor think me so unwary or accurs'd. 
To bring my feet again into the snare 
Where once I have been caught : I know thy trains. 
Though dearly to my cost, thy gins, and t<nl8 ; 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbUng chaims. 
No more on me have power ; their force is null'd ; 
So much of adder's wisdom I have leam'd. 
To fence my ear against thy sorceries. 
If in my flower of youth and strength, when all men 
Lov'd, honour'd, fear'd me, thou alone couldst 

hate me 
Thy husband, slight me, sell me, and forego me ; 
How wouldst thou use me now, blind, and thereby 
Deceivable, in most things as a child 
Helpless, thence easily contemn'd, and scom'd. 
And last neglected ? How wouldst thou insult. 
When I must live uxorious to thy will 
In perfect thraldom, how again betray me. 
Bearing my words and doings to the lords, 
To gloss upon, and, censuring, frown or smile ? 
This jail I count the house of liberty 
To thine, whose doors my feet shall never enter. 

JkU. JLet me approach at least, and touch thy 
hand. [wake 

Sam. Not for thy life, lest fierce remembrance 
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My sudden nge to tear thee joint by jdnt 
At diftance I foi^ve thee ; go wi^ that ; 
Bewail thy falsehood, and the pious woiks 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illustrious women, fiuthfbl wives ! 
Cherish thy hasten'd widowhood with the gdd 
Of maftrimoiiial treason ! soiarewell. 

BaL I see thou ait implacable, more deaf 
To prayers, than winds and seas ; yet winds to s 
Are reconcil'd at length, and sea to shore : 
Thy anger, unappeasable, stiU rages, 
Eternal tempest, never to be cahn'd. 
Why do I humble thus myself, and suin|f 
For peace, reap notfiin^ but repulse and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen, and the bnnd 
Of infamy upon my name deaoonc'd P 
To mix with thy concernments I desist 
Henceforth, nor too much cUsapprove my own. 
Fame, if not double-Cse'd, is doid>le-moath'dy 
And with contriry blast proclaims most deeds ; 
On both his wings, one black, the other white. 
Bears greatest namea in his wild aery flight. 
My name periiaps among* tiie cireumds'd 
In Dai^ in Judah, and the borderin|f tribes. 
To all posterity may stand defam*d. 
With malediction mentioned, and the blot 
Of fidsehood most unconjug^ traduc'd. 
But in my country, where I most desire. 
In Ecron, Gaza, Asdod, and in Gath, 
I shall be nam*d amon|^ the famousest 
Of women, sung at solemn festiTals, 
livin^^ and dead recorded, who, to save 
Her country from a fierce destroyer, chose 
Above the faith of wedlock4)ands; my tomb 
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With odours visited and annual flowers ; 

Not less renown'd than in Mount Bphraim 

Jael, who with inhospitable g'uile 

Smote SiseiA sleeping, through the temples nail'd. 

Nor shall I count it heinous to enj<^ 

The public marks of honour and reward. 

Conferred upon me> for the piety 

Which to my country I was judged to* have shown. 

At this whoever envies or repines, 

I leave him to his bt, and like my own. [Eatif. 

Chor. She's gone» a mKBifest serpent by her sting 
Discovered in the end, till now concealM. 

Sams, So let her go ; God sent her to debase me 
And aggravatte my folly, who comnutted 
To such a viper his most sacred tnist 
Of secresy, my safe^, and my Ufe. [power, 

Chor. Yet beaaty, though injurious, hath strange 
After offence returning, to regain 
Ix>ve once possessed, nor can be easily 
Repuls'd, without much inward passion felt 
And secret sting of amorous remorse. 

Sanu. Love-quarrels oft in pleaang concord end, 
Not wedlock treacheiy endangering life. 

Chor. It is not viitue, wisdom, valour, wit. 
Strength, comeliness of shape, or amplest merit. 
That woman's love can win or long inherit ; 
But what it is, hard is to say. 
Harder to hit, 

(Which way soever men refer it,) 
Much like thy riddle, Samson, in one day 
Or seven, though one should musisg sit 

If any of these, or all, the Tinttiian bride 
Had not so soon preferred 
Thy parmiymph» worthless to thee compar'dy 
xm 
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SuoceflBorin thy bed. 

Nor bofth so loosely disaliicd 

Their nuptials, nor this last so treacherously 

Had shorn the Iktal harvest of thy head. 

Is it for that such outward ornament 

Was lavish'd on their sex, that inward gifts 

Were left for haste unfiiush'd, judgment scant, 

GH>ttcity not rais'd to apprehend 

Or value what is best 

In choice, but oftest to affect the wrong ? 

Or was too much of self-love mix'd. 

Of constancy no root infiz'd. 

That either they love nothing, or not long ? 

Whate'er it be, to wbest men and best 
Seeming at first all heavenly under virgin veil, 
SoA^ modest, meek, demure. 
Once join'd, the contrary she proves, a thorn 
Intestine, far within defensive arms 
A cleaving mischief, in his way to virtue 
Adverse and turbulent, or by her charms 
Draws him awiy enslav'd 
With dotage, and his sense depraved 
To foily* and shameful deeds which ruin ends. 
What pilot so expert but needs must wreck, 
Imbaik'd with such a steers^nate at the helm ^ 

Favour'd of Heaven, who finds 
One virtuous, rarely found. 
That in domestic good combines : 
Happy that house ! his way to peace is smooth : 
But virtue, which breaks through all opposition. 
And all temptation can remove. 
Most shines, and most is acceptable above. 

Therefore God's universal law 
Gave to the man despotic power 
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Over his female in due awe. 

Nor from that right to part an hour. 

Smile she or lour : 

So shall he least confusion draw 

On his whole life, not sway'd 

By female usurpation, or dismayed. 

But had we best retire ? I see a storm. 

Sam9. Fair days have oft contracted wind andrain. 

Chor. But this another kind of tempest brings. 

Sams. Be less abstruse, my riddling' days are past. 

Chor. Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward ; I know him by his stride. 
The g^ant Harapha of Gath, his look 
Haughty, as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he in peace? what wind hath blown liim hither 
I less conjecture than when first I saw 
The sumptuous Dalila floating this way : 
His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 

Sams. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 

Char. His fraught we soon shall know, he now 
arrives. 

Enter Habapsa. 

Bar. I come not, Samson, to condole thy chance. 
As these perfaq>s, yet wish it had not been, * 
Though for no friendly intent I am of Gath ; 
Men call me Harapha, of stock renown'd 
As Og, or Anak, and the Emims old 
That Kiriathaim held; thou know'st me now» 
If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
Of thy prodigious might and feats performed, - 
Incredible to ree, in this displeas'd, 
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That I was never present on the place 
Of those encounters, where we mii^t have txied 
£ach other's force in camp or listed field ; 
And now am come to see of whom sach noise 
Hath wslk*d aboat, and each limb to sonrey. 
If thy appearance answer loud report. 

Satms. The way to know were not to see but taste. 

Bar. Dost thou already nngle me M thought 
Gyres and the mill had tam'd thee. O that fortane 
Had brought me to the field« where thou art fiun'd 
To' have wrought such wonders with an ass's jaw! 
I should have forc'd thee soon with other aims^ 
Or left thy carcass where the ass lay thrown : 
So had the g^oiy* of prowess been reoover'd 
To Palestine, won by a Philistine, 
From the unforeskin'd race, of whom thou bear'st 
The highest name for valiant acts; that honooTf 
Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee, 
I lose, prevented by thy eyes put out [but do 

Sanu. Boast not of what thou wouldst have done. 
What then thou wouldst ; thou seest it in thy hand. 

Bar. To combat with a blind man I disdi^n. 
And thou hast need much washing to be touch'd. 

Sanu. Such usage as your honourable lords 
Afford me, assassinated and betray'd. 
Who durst not with their whole united pofwen 
In fight withstand me single and unnm'd, • 
Nor in the house with chamber-ambushes * 
Close-banded durst attack me, noHiot sleeping. 
Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her marriage-faith to circumvent me. 
Therefore, without feign'd shifts, let be assigned 
Some narrow place enclos'd, where sight may give 
thee. 
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Or rather flight, no great advantage on me ; 
Then put on aU thy gorgeous arms, thy hehnet 
And brigandine of brass, thy broad habergeon, 
Vant^brace and greves, and gauntlet ; add thy spear, 
A weaver's beam, and s^ven-limes-folded shield ; 
I only with an oaken staff wiU meet thee. 
And raise such outcries on thy clatter'd iron» 
Which long shall not withhold me from thy head. 
That in a little time, while breath remains thee. 
Thou oft sbalt wish thjrself at Gath, to boast 
Again in safety what thou wouldst have done 
To Samson, but shalt never see Gath more. 

Har. Thou durst not thus disparage glorious arnui. 
Which greatest heroes have in battle worn. 
Their ornament and safety, had not spells 
And black enchantments, some magician's art, 
Aim'd thee or charm'd thee strong, which thou 

from Heaven 
Feign'dst at thy birth was given thee in thy hair. 
Where strength can least abide, though all thy hairs 
Were bristles ranged like those thatridg^ the back 
Of chafd wild boars, or ruffled porcupines. 

Soma. I know no spells, use no forbidden arts ; 
My trust is in the living Giod, who gave me 
At my nativity this strength, diffus'd 
No less through all my sinews, joints, and bones. 
Than thinp, while I preserv'd these locks unshorn. 
The pledge c^my unviolated vow. 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy g^. 
Go to his temple, invocate his aid 
With solemnest devotion, spread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To frustrate and dissolve these magic spells. 
Which I to be the power of Israel's God 
xm2 
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Avow, and cbaDenge Dagon to the test, 
OfTerinif to combat thee his champion bold. 
With the' utmoft <^ his godhead aeconded : 
Then thoa ahalt see, <ir rather, to thy sorrow. 
Soon feel, whose God is strongest, thine or mine> 

Hoar. Presume not on thy God, whate'er he be ; 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and delivered up 
Into thy enemies' hands, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd send thee 
Into the common prison, there to grind 
Among the slaves and asses thy comrades. 
As good for nothing else ; no better service 
With those thy boisterous locks, no worthy match 
For valour to assail, nor by the sword 
Of noble warrior, so to stain his honour. 
But by the barber's razor best subdued. 

SaimM. All these indignities, for such they are 
From thine, these evils I deserve, and more. 
Acknowledge them from God inflicted on me 
Justly, yet despair not of his final pardon. 
Whose ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the suppliant : 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, 
By combat to decide whose God is God, 
Thine, or whom I with Israel's sons adore. 

Ear, Fair honour that thou dost thy God, in 
He will accept thee to defend his cause, [trusting 
A murderer, a revolter, and a robber ! 

SafM. Tongue^doughty giant, how dost thou 
prove me these ? 

Bar, Is not thy nation subject to our loi^ } 
Their magistrates confesa'd it, when they took thee 
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As a league-breaker, and delivered bound 
Into our hands : for hadst thou not committed 
Notorious murder on those thirty men 
At Ascalon* who never did thee harm. 
Then like a robber stripp'dst them of their robes i 
The Philistines, when thou hadst broke the league. 
Went up with armed powers thee only seeking. 
To others did no violence nor spwl. 

Soma, Among the daughters of the Philistines 
I chose a wife, which argued me no foe; 
And in your city held my nuptial feast : 
But your ill-meaning politician lords. 
Under pretence of bridal friends and guests. 
Appointed to await me thirty spies, 
Who, threatening cruel death, constrained the bride 
To wring from me, and tell to tliem, my secret. 
That solv'd the riddle which I had propos'd.- 
When I perceiv'd all set on enmity. 
As on my enemies, wherever chanc'd, 
I us'd hostility, and took their spoil. 
To pay my underminers in their coin. 
My nation was subjected to your lotds ; 
1% was the force of conquest ; force with force 
Is well ejected when the conquer'd can. 
But I, a private person, whom my country 
As a' league-breaker gave up bound, presumed 
Single rebellion, and did hostile acts. 
I was no private, but a person rais'd 
With strength sufficient, and command from Heaven, 
To free my countiy ; if their servile minds 
Me, their deliverer sent, would not receive. 
But to their masters gave me up for nought. 
The' unworthierthey ; whence to this day they serve. 
I was to do my part from Heaven asngn'd. 
And hikd peiform'd it, if my known offence 
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Had not diaabled me» not all yotir ibrCe : 

These shifts refuted* answer thy appelknt. 

Though by his blincihiess naim'd for high attempts^ 

Who now defies thee thrice to single fight. 

As a petty enterprise of small enforce. [roll'd. 

Bar. With thee ! a man condemned, a slave in- 
Due by the law to capital punishment ! 
To fight with thee no man of aims will deign, [me, 

Sam», Cam'st thou for this, Yun boaster, to survey 
To descant on my strength, and give thy verdict \ 
Come nearer ; part not hence so slight inform'd ; 
But take good heed my hand survey not thee. 

Bar, O Baal-zebub ! can my ears unus'd 
Hear these dishonours, and not render death } 

Sami. No nuui withholds thee, nothing from thy 
Fear I incurable ; bring up thy van» [hand 

My heels are fetter'd, but my fist is free. 

Bar, This insolence otlier kind of answer fits. 

Soma. Go, baffled coward ! lest I run upon thee. 
Though in these chains, bulk without spirit vast. 
And with one buffet lay thy structure low. 
Or spring thee in the air, then dash thee down 
To the* hazard of thy brains and shattered sides. 

Bar, By Astaroth, ere long thou shalt lament 
These braveries, in irons loaden on thee. [Exit 

Chor, His giantship is gone somewhat crest-fallen.. 
Stalking with less unconscionable strides, 
And lower looks, but in a sultry chafe. 

Sams, I dread him not, nor all his giant-brood. 
Though fame divulge him fi^ther of five sons. 
All of gigantic size, Goliah chief. 

Chor. He will directly to the lords, I fear. 
And with malicious counsel stir them up. 
Some way or other yet further to afflict thee. 

Sam. He must allege some cause, and offered fight 
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Will not dare mention, lest a question rise 

Whetlier he durst accept the ofTer or not; 

Andy that he durst not, plain enough appeared. 

Much more affliction than already felt 

lliey cannot well impose, nor I sustain ; 

If they intend advantage of my labours^ 

The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 

With no small profit daily to my owners. 

But come what will, my deadliest foe will prove 

My speediest friend, by death to rid me hence ; 

The worst that he can £^ve, to me the best 

Yet so it may fall out, because their end 

Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 

Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed. 

Chor. Oh, how comely it is, and how reviving 
To the spirits of just men long oppress'd ! 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the earth, the' oppressor. 
The brute and boisterous force of violent men. 
Hardy and industrious to support 
Tjrrannic power^ but raging to pursue 
The righteous and all such as honour truth ; 
He all their ammunition 
And feats of war defeats. 
With plain heroic magnitude of mind 
And celestial vigour arm'd ; 

Their armories and magazines contemns, ^ 

Renders them useless ; while I 

With winged expedition. 
Swift as the lightning glance, he executes 
His errand on the wicked, who, suxpris'd, 
JLose their defence, distracted and amaz'd. 

But patience is more oft the exercise 
Of saints, the trial of their fortitude,. 
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Makiiig them each his own detiverer. 

And ^ctor over all 

That tyranny or fettune oan inflict. 

Either of these is in thy lot, 

Samson, with might endued 

Above the sons Hmem but sight bereay'd 

May chance to number thee with those 

Whom patience finally must crown. 

This idol's day hath been to thee no dfty of res^ 
Labouring thy mind 
More than the working day thy hands. 
And yet peihaps more trouble is behind* 
For I descry this way 
Some other tending ; in his hand 
A seeptre or quaint staff he bears ; 
Comes on amain, speed in his look. 
By his habit I discem him now 
A public officer, and now at hand ; 
His message will be short and voluble; 

EfOer OmcsB. 

Ojf, Hebrews, the prisoner Ssroson here I seek. 

Chor, His manacles remark him, there he uts. 

Ojf, Samson, to thee our lords thus bid me say : 
This day to Dagou is a solemn feast. 
With sacrifices, triumph, pomp, and games : 
Thy strength they know surpasnng human rate. 
And now some public proof thereof require 
To honour this great feast, and great assembly ; 
Bise therefore with all speed, and come along. 
Where I will see thee hearten'd, and firesh clad. 
To' appear as fits before the' illustrious lords. 

Sams, Thou know'st I am an Hebrew, therefore 
Our law forbids at their religious rites [tell tiiem. 
My presence ; for that cause I cannot come^ 
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t^ff. This foiswer, be aasur'd, will not content them. 

Sams, Have they not sword-players, and ev^ery sort 
Of gymiuc artists, wrestlers, riders, runners. 
Jugglers, and dancers, antics, mummers, mimics. 
But they must pick me out, with shackles tir'd. 
And over-labour'd at their public mill, 
To make them sport with blind activity } 
Do they not seek occasion of new quarrels 
On my refusal to distress me more. 
Or make a game of my calamities ? 
Betum the way thou cam'st, I will not come. 

Off. Regard thyself; this will offend them highly. 

Sams, Myself? my conscience, and internal peaoo* 
Can they think me so broken, so debas'd 
With corporal servitude, that my mind ever 
Will condescend to such absurd commands ? 
Although their drudge, to be their fool or jester. 
And in my midst of sorrow and heart-grief 
To show them feats, and play before their God, 
The worst of all indignities, yet on me 
Join*d witii extreme contempt ? I will not come. 

Off. My message was impos'd on me with speed. 
Brooks no delay : is this thy resolution ? [needs. 

Sam, So take it with what speed thy message 

Off, I am sorry what this stoutness will produce. 

\Eaat, 

Sams. Perhaps thou shalt have cause to sonow 
indeed. 

Char, Consider, Samson; matters now &re strain'd 
Up to the hei^t, whether to hold or break :— 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words by adding fuel to the ilamd ? 
Expect another message more imperious. 
More lordly thundering than thou well wilt bear. 
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SamM, Shdl I abuse this consecnted gift 
Of ftrength, agnn retunitng' with my hair 
After my g^at tramgresnon, so requite 
Favour renewed, and add a greater nn 
By prostituting holy things to idols f 
A Nazarite in place abomini^le 
Vaunting my strength in honour to their DagoD ! 
Bendes, how vile, contemptible, ridiculous. 
What act more execraMy' unclean, profene ? 

CAor. Tet with this strength thou ser^*st the 
Idolatrous, uncircumcis'd, unclean. [Philistines^ 

Samt. Not in their idol-worship, but by labour 
Honest and lawful to deserve my food 
Of those, who hare me in their civil power, [not. 

CAor. Where the heart joins not, outward actsdefile 

Sam9. Where outward force constndns, die sea- 
tence holds. 
But who constrains me to the temple* of Dagon, 
Not dragfging ? Hie Philistian lords command. 
Commands are no constraints. If I obey them, 
I do it freely, venturing to displease 
God for the fear of man, and man prefer. 
Set God behind ; which in his jealousy 
Shall never, unrepented, find forgiveness. 
Yet that he may ^spense with me, or thee. 
Present in temples at idolatrous rites 
Por some impcfftant causey thou need'st not doubt i 

Chor, How thou wilt here come off* surmounts my I 

i9(tim«. Be ofgood courage; I begin to feel [reach. I 
Some rousing motions in me, which dispose 
To something esrtraordinary my thou^ts. 
I with this messenger will go along. 
Nothing to do, be sure, that may dishonour 
Our law, or stain my vow of Nazarite. 
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If there be aught cxf presage in the nand. 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By some great act, or of my days the last. 

Chor, In time thou hast resolv'd, the man returns. 

Ojf. Samson, this second message from our lords 
To thee I am bid say. Art thou our slave. 
Our captive, at the public mill our drudge. 
And dar'st thou at our sending and command 
Dispute thy coming ? come without delay ; 
Or we shaU find such engines to assail 
And hamper thee, as thou shalt come of force. 
Though ibxm wert firmlier iasten'd than a rock. 

Soma. I could be well content to try their art^ 
iVhich to no few of them would prove pernicious. 
Yet, knowing their advantages too many. 
Because they shall not trail me through their streets 
Like a wild beast, I am content to go. 
Masters' commands ccme with a power reustless 
To such as owe them absolute subjection ; 
And for a Ufe who will not change hb puxpose ? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men ;} 
Yet this be sure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 

Off. I praise thy resohition : doff these links : 
By this compliance thou wilt win the lords 
To favour, and perhaps to set thee free. 

Sam8. Brethren, farewell ; your company along 
I win not wish, lest it perhaps offend them 
To see me girt with friends ; and how the sight 
Of me, as of a common enemy. 
So dreaded once, may now exasperate them, 
I know not: lords are lordliest in their wine ; 
And the well.fea8ted priest then soonest fir'd 
With zeal, if aught religion seem concem'd ; 
Nn 
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No lets the people, on their holy days, 

Impetuoas, insolent, unquenchable : 

Happen what may, of me expect to hear 

Nothing dishonourable, impure, unworthy 

Oup God, our Law, my Nation, or myself. 

The last of me or no I cannot warrant [Exit. 

Char. Go, and the Holy One 
Of Israel be thy guide 

To what may serve his glory best, and spread his 
Great among the Heathen round ; [name 

Send thee the Angel of thy birth, to stand 
Fast by thy ride, who from thy father's field 
Rode up in flames after his message told 
Of thy conception, and be now a shield 
Of fire ; that Spirit, that first rushed on thee 
In the* camp of Dan, 
Be efiicacious in thee now at need. 
For never was from Heaven imparted 
Measure of strength so great to mortal seed, 
As in thy wondrous actions hath been seen. — 
But wherefore comes old Manoah in such haste 
With youthful steps ? much livelier than erewhile 
He seems ; supposing here to find his son. 
Or of him bringing to us some glad news. 

ErOer Mawoah. 

•Mbn. Peace with you, brethren; my inducement 
Was not at present here to find my son, [hither 
By order of the lords now parted hence 
To come and play befbre them at their feast. 
I heard all as I came, the city rings. 
And numbers thither flock : I had no will. 
Lest I should see hun forc'd to things unseemly. 
But that, which rnovM my coming now, was chiefly 
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To give ye part with me what hope I hare 
WiUi good success .to work his liberty. 

Chor. That hope would much rejoice us to partake 
With thee ; say, reverend Sire, we thirst to hear. 

Mam I have attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home, or through the high street passing 
With supplication prone and father's tears. 
To' accept of ransom for my son their prisoner. 
Some much averse I found and wondrous harsh. 
Contemptuous, proud, set on revenge and spite ; 
That part most reverenc'd Dagon and his priests : 
Others more moderate seeming, but their um 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They easily would set to sale : a third 
More generous far and civil, who confessed 
They had enough reveng'd ; having reduc'd 
Their foe to misery beneath their fears, 
The rest was magnanimity' to remit. 
If some convenient ransom were propos'd : — 
What noise or shout was that ? it tore the sky. 

CAor. Doubtless the people shouting to behold 
Their once great dread, captive and blind before 

them. 
Or at some proof of strength before them shown. 

Julian* His ransom, if my whole inheritance 
May compass it, shall willingly be paid 
And number'd down : much rather I shall choose 
To live the poorest in my tribe, than richest. 
And he in that calamitous prison left. 
Ko, I am fix'd not to part hence without him. 
For his redemption all my patrimony. 
If need be, I am ready to forego 
And quit : not wanting him, I shall want nothing. 

Char, Fathers are wont to lay up for their sons. 
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Thou for thy son ut bent to lay out all ; 
Sons wont to nurse their parents in old age. 
Thou in old age car'st how to nurse thy son. 
Made older than thy age through eye-sight lost 

Man, It shaU be my Relight to tend his eyes. 
And view him sitting in the house, ennobled 
With all tliose high exploits by him achieT^d, 
And on his shoulders waving down those locks 
That of a nation aim'd the strength contun'd : 
And I persuade me, God had not permitted 
His strength again to grow up with his hair, 
Garrison'd round about him like a camp 
Of faithful soldiery, were not his purpose 
To use him further yet in some great service ; 
Not to sit idle with so great a gift 
Useless, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And since his strength with eye-sight was not lost, 
God will restore him eyesight to his strength, 

Chor. Thy hopes are not ill founded, nor seem vain 
Of his deliveiy, and thy joy thereon 
Conceived, agreeable to a father's love. 
In both which we, as next, participate. 

Man. I know your friendly minds and — O what 
n(»se! — 
Mercy of Heaven ! what hideous noise was that. 
Horribly loud, unlike the former shout f 

Chor. Noise call you it, or universal groan. 
As if the whole inhabitation perish'd ! 
Blood, death, and deathful deeds, are in that noise. 
Ruin, destruction, at the utmost point 

Man, Of ruin' indeed methougfat I heard the noise : 
Oh ! it continues, they have slain my son. 

Chor, Thy son ia rather slaying them ; that outcry 
From slaughter of one foe could not ascend* 
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Min* Some dismal accident it needs must be ; 
What shall we do, stay here or run and see ? 

Chor. Best keep together here, lest, running 
We unawares run into danger's mouth. [thither. 
This evil on the Philistines is fall'n ; 
From whom could else a general cty be heard ? 
The sufferers then will scarce molest us here ; 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if, his eye-sight (for to Israel's God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle restor'd. 
He now be dealing dole among his foes. 
And over heaps of slaughter'd walk his way ? 

Man. That were a joy presumptuous to be 
thought. 

Chor. Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old ; what hinders now ? 

Man. He can, I know, but doubt to think he will; 
Yet hope would fain subscribe, and tempts belief. 
A little stay will bring some notice hither. 

Chor, Of good or bad so great, of bad the sooner; 
For evil news rides post, while g^od news bates. 
And to our wish I see one hither speeding, 
An Hebrew, as I guess, and of our tribe. 

Enter BfssssjrexB. 

Ms89. O whither shall I run, or which way fly 
The sight of this so horrid spectacle. 
Which erst my eyes beheld, and yet behold ? 
For dire imagination still pursues me. 
But Providence or instinct of nature seems. 
Or reason though disturb'd, and scarce consulted. 
To' have guided me aright, I know not how. 
To thee first, reverend Manoah, and to these 
Hy countrymen, whom here I knew remaning, 
9n2 
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As at lome disUmce from the place of horFor, 
So in the sad event too much concern'cL 

Man. The accident was knid, and here hefore thee 
With luefiil ay, yet iHiat it was we hear not $ 
No prelace need% thou seest we long to know. 

Me99. It would burst forth, but I recover breath 
And sense distract, to know well what I utter. 

Man, Tell us the sum, the drcumstance defer. 

Mnt. Gaza yet stands, but sll her sons are fiJTn, 
All in a moment overwhelmM and ftll'n. 

Man. Sad, but thou know*st to Israelites not 
The desolation of a hostile city. [saddest 

Meu. Feed on that first; there may in grief be 

Mctn^ Relate by whom. [suifdt. 

•Mew. By Samson. 

Man. That still lessens 
The sorrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

Mtm, Ah! Maaoah, I refmn too sudden)^ 
To utter what will come at last too soon ; 
Lest evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy sged ear should pierce too deep. 

Man. Suspense in news is torture, speak them out 

Me99. Take then the worst inbrie^ Samson bdead! 

Man, The worst indeed ! O all my hopes defeated 
To free him hence ! but death, who sets all free, 
Hath paid his ransom now and full dischaifpe. 
What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 
Hopeful of his deliveiy, which now proves 
Abortive as the first-born bloom of spring 
Nipt with the lagging rear of winter's frost ! 
Yet ere I g^ve the reins to grief, say first. 
How died he P death to life is crown or shame. 
All by him fell, thou say»st ; by whom fell he ? 
What glorious h^nd gave Samson his death's wound ? 
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JUdn. Wearied with slaughter then, or how ? ex^ 

MetB. By his own hands. [plsdn. 

Man. Self-violence ? what cause 
Brought him so soon at variance with himself 
Among his foes ? 

Mett. Inevitable cause 
At once both to de8t3x>y, and be destroy'd ; 
The edifice, where all were met to see him, 
U^on their heads and on his own he pull'd. 

Man. O lastly over-strong against tiiyself! 
A dreadful way thou took'st to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know ; but while things yet 
Are in confusion, give us, if thou canst^ 
Eye-witness of what first or last was done, 
Relation more particular and distinct 

Mest. Occasions drew me early to this city ; 
And, as the gates I enter'd with sun-rise. 
The morning trumpets festival proclaimed 
Through each high street : little I had dispatch'd, 
When all abroad was rumour'd that this day 
Samson should be brought forth, to show the people 
Proof of his mighty strength in feats and games ; 
I soROwM at his captive state, but nunded 
Not to be absent at that spectacle. 
The building was a spacious theatre 
Half-round, on two main pillars vaulted high. 
With seats where all the lords, and each degree 
Of sort, might sit in order to behold ; 
The other side was open, where the throng 
On banks and scaffolds under sky might stand ; 
I among these aloof obscurely stood. 
The feast and noon grew lugfa, and sacrifice [wine. 
Had fiil'd their hearts with mirth, high cheer, and 
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'When to their sports they tam'd. Immediately 

Was Samson as a public servant brought. 

In their state liveiy clad ; before him pipes 

And timbrel^ on each side went armed guards^ 

Both horse and fbot, before him and behind 

Archers and slingers, cataphracts and spears. 

At sight of him the people with a shout 

Rifted the air, clamouring their God With praise. 

Who' hsd made their dreadful enemy their thraU. 

He patient, but undaunted, where they led him. 

Came to the place ; and what was set before him, 

W^hich without help of eye might be assayed. 

To heave, pull, draw, or break, he stiU peiform'd 

All with incredible, stupendous force ; 

None daring to appear antagonist 

At length for intennission sake they led him 

Between the piDars ; he his guide requested. 

(For so from such as nearer stood we heard) 

As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 

With both his arms on those two massy pillsn. 

That to the arched roof gave main support 

He, unsuspicious, led him ; which when Samson 

Felt in his arms, with head a while indin'd. 

And eyes fast fix'd, he stood, as one who pray'd, \ 

Or some great matter in his mind revohr'd : 

At last with head erect thus cried aloud, 

'Hitherto, lords, what your commands impoa'd 

I have perform'd, as reason was, obeying. 

Not without wonder or delight beheld : 

Now of my own accord such other trial 

I mean to show you of my strength, yet greater. 

As with amaze shall strike all who behold.* 

This utter'd, straining all his nerves he bow'd. 

As with the force of winds and waters pent, 
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Wkea mountains tremble, those two massy pillars 
With horrible convulsion to and fro 
He tugg'd, he shook, till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burst of thunder 
. Upon the heads of all who sat beneath. 
Lords, ladies, captains, counsellors, or priests^ 
Their choice nobility and flower, not only 
Of this but each Fhilistian city roun^. 
Met from all parts to solemnize this feast. 
Samson, with these immix'd, ineyitably 
Pull*d down the same destruction on himself; 
The vulgar only 'scap'd who stood without. 

Ch»r. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious * 
Living or dying thou hast f ulfill'd 
The work for which thou wast foretold 
To Israel, and now liest notorious 
Among thy slain self-kill'd. 
Not willingly, but tangled in the fold 
Of dire necessity, whose law in death eonjoin'd 
Thee with thy slaughter'd foes, in number more 
Tlian all thy life haUi slun before. [sublime, 

1. Semchor, While their hearts were jocund and 
Drunk with idolatiy, drunk with wine. 
And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo, his bright sanctuary : 
Among them he a spirit of frenzy sent. 
Who hurt their minds. 
And ui^d them on with mad d&size 
To call in haste for their destroyer ; 
They, only set on sport and play, 
Unweetingly importun'd 
Their own destrucUpn to come speedy* upon thespu 
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So fond are morUl men 

Fal)*n into wrath divine. 

As their own ruin on themselyes to' inTite» 

Insensate left, or to sense reprobate. 

And with blindness internal struck. 

2. Sendchor. But he, though blind of sight, 
Despis'd and thought eztinguish'd quite. 
With inward eyes illuminated. 
His fiery virtue rous'd 
From under ashes into sudden flame. 
And as an evening dragon came. 
Assailant on the perched roosts 
And nests in order ranged 
Of tame villatic fowl ; but as an eagle 
His cloudless thunder bolted on their heads* 
So Virtue, given for lost. 
Depressed, and overthrown, as seem'd, 
like that self-begotten bird 
In the Arabian woods emboss'd. 
That no second knows nor third. 
And lay erewhile a holocaust. 
From out her ashy womb now teem*d. 
Revives, reflourlshes, then vigorous most 
When most unacdve deem*d ; 
And, though her body die, her fame survives 
A secular bird ages of lives. 

Man. Come, come ; no time for lamentation now. 
Nor much more cause ; Samson hath quit himself 
Like Samson, and heroicly hath finish'd 
A life heroic, on his enemies 
Fully reveng'd, hath left them years of moumiQg, 
And lamentation to the sons of Caphtor 
Through all Philistian bounds ; to Israel 
Honour hath left, and freedom, let but them ' 
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Find courage to lay hold on this occasion ; 
To' himself and father's house eternal fame ; 
And» which is best and happiest yet, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was fear'd. 
But favouring and assisting to the end. 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wsdl y 

Or knock the breast ; no weakness, no contempt, 
Disprsuse, or blame ; nothing but well and fair. 
And what may quiet us in a death so noble. 
Let us go find the body where it lies 
Soak'd in his enemies' blood ; and from the stream 
With lavers pure, and cleansing herbs, wash oiT 
The clotted gore. I, with what speed the while, 
(Gaza is not in plight to say us nay,) 
Will send for all my kindred, all my friends, 
To fetch him hence, and solemnly attend 
With silent obsequy, and funeral train. 
Home to his father's house : there will I build him 
A monument, and plant it round with shade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching palm. 
With all his trophies hung, and acts inroU'd 
In copious legend, or sweet l3nric song. 
Thither shall all the valiant youth resort. 
And from his memory inflame their breasts 
To matchless valour, and adventures high : 
The virgins also shall, on feastful days, 
Visit his tomb with flowers ; only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 
From whence captivity and loss of eyes. 
Char. An is best, though we oft doubt 
What the unsearchable dispose 
Of highest Wisdom brings about. 
And ever best found in the close. 
Oft he seems to hide his face, 
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But unexpectedly retumB» 

And to hisfiuthfbl champion hath in phK^e 

Bore witness gloriously ; whence Gsza mouma^ 

And all that Iwnd them to resist 

His uncontrollable intent ; 

His servants he, with new aoquist 

Of tnie experience, from this great event 

With peace and consolaitioii hath disnuss'd^ 

And calm of mind all pamion spent 
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